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Mr. JO HN LOCK, 


3 of the ESSAY. 
Upon H mane Under aid. 


SIR, | FS 
Y Antbitiont to * your Worthy dawn 
VI anding in the Front of my Book, was to 
duce the World to be at lcaſt Civil to it. 1 cou d 
leed have Dedicated theſe Sheets to ſome Men of 
igh Title, but they make but ſmall Reckoning 
ſuch Preſents as theſe; in regard they are often _ 
her above their Underſtanding, or \diagreer _ 
g from their Genius; but. for in part, I refer 
ty befgre Birth, and Learning. before Diguſty; 
d conſequently cboſe rather to Addrefs this ew 
2actice'of Piefy to Mr. Leek, then! fo ay other | 
rſon whatſoever. 7 0h 
Ar, 
The New Ach nien Society 0 of which 1-own 
ſelf an unworthy Member) have ever bad an 
<tr aordinary Value for your Perion and Wri- 
gs zand I had ſooner paid my Reſpects to you in 
24 Publick manner, had I thought any thing ler 
n 2 New Practice of Piety Sa d, ſerve. fo 
= AE Oi 645 
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The DE DIC ATION. 
Great 4 Name as yours to be prefit to it, a Nat 
that is equally Rever d and Lov'd by all Pious and 
Learned Men. 

. - „ Great 5 the, Contentio 1 about the Riel 

| Way t to Heaven hit of the many Religions Prof 
 feſsdin this 71 our Spiſ itua Guides haue a 1 
ficiently pro , that there is inly One True Re 

ligion, and that the Proteſtant is it; and ther 2» 
fore 1 bavt endesvour d in this Book to draw Rigi 
Chriſtianity ; into a narrow Room, as a vaſt H ori 
into 4 ſmall Map; 16 the end, that with 4 lich ; 
Travel much may be Diſcover d. 

I bope, Sir, twill no ways offend you (tho yo 
have been ſerled i in theRight way toHeaven fol 
60 Years)that a Review gf matters belonging toe 
ligion ſhou'd be thought needful; for ſince the Scripl 
tive doth premoniſh us, that Hereſies muſt of nel 
 reſſity be, and Falſe Teachers word come to 6 , 

ſturb "the peace and Unity of the Church: 7M 
doubtleſs neceſſaty to try which of all theſe Spiri 
are of God, and which is that Right Chriſtianit 
Jo plainly ſhewni in the Holy Scriptures. | 

In which important Search, the Reading of thil 
Book, will ( by Gods Grace) diſcover ſuch Lire 
diſtern Truth from Falſhood, and ſuch DiretFion 
to find out the Strait Gate, which only leadet 
to Eternal Life, as may ſatisfie the mof} Scrupu 
lous, eſpecially if they Read with that Impartial Eye] 
and Humility of Spirit, as they ought to do, who de 
fire to ſee the Truth between all Extreums. 
Having therefore ( amongſt the Great Variety 

& Religions ) dijcover'd the Right Way to Hed q 
en, J 855 d be 8 to my ſelf in ſo Nice « 
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The D DEDICATION. © 
Undertaking: if I did make choice of any other Pa- 
iWronage than yours, whoſe Reſin d Converſation 
bas rant you in the Number of Primitive Chri- 
Wtians: Others owe their Honour to Great Titles, © 
ou to Piety and Learning; their Conqueſt is of . 
WD. heis only, - yours ef others and your ſelf too © In 
word, all the Addition that can be made to your Pi- 
is CharaGer,zs a continuing to Live as you now do: 
dy. Burthog obſerving this, obtain d your Patro- 
age to his Ingenious Eiſay upon Reaſon : But tbo . 
tant merit your Favour as he did, yet from your 
pndeſcending Gocdneſs, 7 raiſe to my ſelf a 
lope, that you will dart a Ray to Quicken and. 
heriſh a Search after Right Chriſtianitys and 
en the more encourag d. to hope this, as it owes its 
ery Eſſence to your ſelf, being compos'd of your 
Wecroick Vertues ; your Large Soul is ſo Brim-full 
Knowledge and Piety, that he thatConverſeth with 
. Lock, need not peruſe this Book,” for you two 
1er in nothing, ſave in the Lively Grace which 
l Originals have above their Copies : Or if my 
Whriſtian Virtuoſo has miſtook his way (of which 
bp! are 2 proper Judge) look into your ſelf, and 
n him a New out of your own Boſom where 
erfections Awell to which J can never Penetrate. 
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88 Worthy Sir, intend not by this Addreſs meer- 
to ſatisſie an Old Formal Cuſtom of Dedica- 
ons, bt to tell you and others,wbat Eſteem I have 
der 2 Pious, Sober and Peaceable Genius, ſuch. 


you ſeem to he Inſpired with; eſpecially in this 
pr: cntions Age, when Charity ſeems to be ſwallow'd - 


A heriwel d into @ bare Sbelleton, thro theldleneſs, 
i W „„ or 


by a bitter Zeal, and Right Chriſtianity pin'd 1! 


rr — — . — 
„ 2 


bis Polemical — : I ſhall not be aſhan'd, 
faith be, to ſay, that Jam weary and toyled 4 


time will come, when a Life well Liv'd, and Tran | 


be a better Cordial than all the Wrangling Dif ; 


The DEDICATION. | 
er Security, or Impertinence of its Profeſſors : I am 
migbtily pleas'd with that Impartial Cenſure, which 
4 Reverend Biſhop of our Church hath given upon i 


with rowing up and down in the Seas of Queſti- 

ons, which the Intereſts of Chriſtendom have 
Commenced ; and in many Propoſitions (I am if 
heartily perſwaded )I am not certain that I am 
not Deceived, and I find that Men are moſt 


conident of thoſe Articles which they can ſo 


little Prove, that they never made Queſtion of 
them. But I am moſt certain ( continues this coll 
Prelate ) that by Living in the Religion and 
Fear of God, in Obedience to the King, in the 1 : 
Charities and Duties of Communion with my 
Spiritual Guides, in Juſtice and Love with all 
the World, in their ſeveral Proportions ; 1% + 
ſhall not fail of that End which is Perfective off 
Humane Nature, and which will never be ob 
tain'd by Diſputing. — So that tis clear from Bi 
ſhop Taylor's words, Matter of Difference in OY 

inion, is often but an abatement of Devotion F 

worde appertaining to Piet y, are ſweeter than 
— Honey or the Honey-Comb : Sure I am, thi 


1 


acted in 4 quiet Pur ſuit of our Proper Duties, wil 


putes, of either Churchmen or Difſenters. T bay 
it were to be wifſh'd, we had leſs cortending in Mat 
ters of Controverlie, which avail little to G odlineſ 
and more ſincere practice of Chriſtian 1 1: 
ety ; that we had leſs Queſticning in gene ral, a 1 
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en particular, leſs Curious Prying into Sacred 
Myſteries, and more Religious Preparation for 
> Heaven; that there were more Moderation | 
3 Proteſtants, that (as my Lord Ruſſel expreſſes at!) 
ZDiſſenters were leſs Scrupulous, and Church- 
men leſs Severe: For we may conſider, that after all 
the ſtir about Occaſional Conformity, Re-Ordt- 
nation, &'c. the Dewotion of moſt is but SO, SO; 
or the Heaps of Volumes that treat upon this 
Subject, bow do they all in a manner tend only to 
) natter of ContradiGion ? + 


But the aforeſaid Biſhop bas ſet us in The 
night Way to Heaven, and what he obſerves con- 
rerning Practical Vertue, and the Ill Succeſs of 
eViſputing, /hou'd make us all ſtrive for an Union 
in Religion, which King William ( as a Common 
Father to all his People) deſired ſo much, that 
was part of bis daily Prayer, 75 
1 vow wn DAVE moe iy t 
thy Church, diſperſed over | : 
the Face of the Earth, Re- CTY 2 — 
ſtore to it UNIT and MI. 
18 Concord in the acknow- „ 

WE ledgement of the Truth; and the Practice of 
"a Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs: Remove out of 
it all Divifions and Diſſentions, all Tyranny 
and Uſurpation over the Minds and Conſciens , 
i ces of Men: Lord, Pity the Diftractions, and 
Heal the Breaches of that part of thy Church 
which thou haſt Planted in thele Kingdoms: 
Take away thoſe miſtakes and mutual Exaſpe- 
PS rations which cauſe ſo muchDiſtemper oy 
ſturbance and Reſtore to it Piety and Vertue, 
| ee os ed — 
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Mongſt Proteſtants. 


| of our Church and State. 
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*PEACE and Charity; ; Endue the Paſtors and 

Governours of it, with the Spirit of True Re- 

*ligion and Goodneſs: Give them Wiſdom to 
_ *diſcern the beſt and moſt proper means off 
* compoſing the Differences of this miſerably 


Divided Church; the Heart to Endeavour it, 

and by thy Bleſſing upon their Endeavours hel 
Happineſs to Effect it, + © 

Thus Pray'd King Will iam ( of Ever Glorioul 
Memory ) for an Union in Religion among ſt bu 
2 Subjects: And ſeeing we bave lately or 
Heads of Agreement Aſſemed to by be United 


Miniſters ( formerly tall'd Presbyter ian and Con- 
 Bregational ) why might not thoſe Heads bc mo 


ito a-Comprehenſion, or 4 An Union a. 


Dur Soveraign Lady n it no ways rebindlf 


Xing William, for Compaſſion and Tenderneſs #0 


a 


all Her Subjecks ) does alſo 1 re an Union in Re- a 


Nov. p. ligion; for in ber Speech to the Parlia-· 


03. ment, She's pleas'd to 155 ©] want words} 

to expreſs to you, my Earneſt deſires of- 130 

Lal my Subjects in Perfect Peace and UNIO 

* among themſelves: I have nothing ſo much at 
Heart as their General Wellfare and Happi- 
© nefs: Let me therefore deſire you all, that you 


| ; ould carefully avoid any Heats or Divifions # 


"that may diſappoint me of that Satisfaction, and 
gꝑive Encouragement to the Common Enemies 


ST 


n ar at the opening of this Piarthimeys" 


Majeſty exyreſt ber Earneſt Defire of ſeeing 1 00 Her 


oo” in PERFECT UNITY" amongſt them · 
| felves 
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Regard to, than the FORMS of it. 
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The DEDICATION. 
ves; fo at the Proroguing of it, She perſiſts in 
fene EARNEST DESIRE; Adviſomg the 


mon, to go down to their ſeveral Coun- 


ies, ſo,Diſpoled to Moderation and Unity, 


becomes all thoſe who are joyned together 


n the ſame Religion and Intereſt. Aud as. 
y Gracious Queen deſires to ſee all ber Subjects 
PEACE and UNION among themſelves ; ſo I 
eve the Moderate Clergy wou'd greatly Rejoyce 


e all Her Majeſties Subjects United in one 


urch, for in a Letter, lately ſent by an Emi- 
t Conformilt, to bis Kinſman, 4 Diſlenter, 


| theſe words, 2 A8 for the Strangeneſs you 
arge me with, you woud be more juſt, to 
pute it to my ſeldom coming to London, 
Wd my ſhort ſtay there, then to any Diffe- 
Wace in our Opinions; 
end an hour or two with a Relation, with- 
Wor any Diſputes upon Controverſial Subjects, 
al can Aſſure you, That the POWER os. 


for I think a Man may 


odlinefs, is that which I have à much great- 


wo But notwithſtanding this ſeeming Con - 
t rencg of all Parties for an Accommo - 
L* in the Diſputable Matters relating to 
WW dad Worſhip, Zet 1 much Queſtion whether 
ON ½ Religion will e er be effected in our 
300-; for to be ſure the Devil and the High Flyers, 
4, all they can to oppoſe it: However, I have 
"er taken in this Book, to reduce the points in Con- 
1 erſie to ſo ſhort a Compa s, that I can't think 
M8 oderate Men will diſſent from m. 
„ ut ſeeing the High — and the Moderate 
e 5 
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be, tis sfit 1 ſhow d further explain what I mean eng 


bur is that Ignis Fatuus, or Mild Fire, which 


ning, enough to ſinge all the Periwigs in tf 


tan Luke: warm Profeſſors, but fach 28 al 
| Zealcus to ſer ve Cod, and (tho members of ti 


The DE DIC ATION. 
Men ene Bus not ſo well under ſtoodas they ſhow 


*By High Flyers, I mean a ſort of Soaring Pol 
ktirians, that Sin againſt all the Proſpects ai 
Senfe and Reaſon; they are Credulous Bigotsf 
that never think; and tho they pretend to by 

ons of the Church they are in Reality, but half 
iſts aud half Proteſtants. Their Chari 
to Diffenters. waxeth colder and colden 
wml their Zeat { tho Late A. la- mode) 688 
little too hot; for *tis not that Holy Fire 
which is kindled by a Coal from the Alta * 


but a Meteor piec'd up of Malignant Vapour y; 
Had they liv'd in the time of the Ten Perſeci 
tions, what clean work wou'd they have mad 
with thoſe” Nenconforming Chriſtians ? 9 ON 
Gracious Queen deſires perfect Peace and Uni 
oH amongſt all her Proteſtant Subjects; 5 
thefe Fiery Mad- caps do now fling about The 6 
Bombs and their Granadoes againſt the Phan 
ticks,as if they were ſtorming a Conventicle,c 
Ty word is a Snap- Dragon, or a Flaſh of Ligh 1 


Congregation. Strange! — That ſuch Fi 
Men fhould be for Paſſive Obedience! But that 
a Veitue which they only Preach to others, n 
ver Practice themſelves, — This I take to te k 
True Character of the High Flyers. 

Hut the Moderate (or Right Chriſtian)is a Man 
4 differen Principle : for by Moderate Men, Ido 


Chur 
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Burch of England, or any other Proteſtant 
harch ) do cordially Embrace. with the Ex-“ 
Wodcd Arms of Good Will, whoever are dig- 
died with the Image of Piety, tho not di- 
Wnguiſhed with their own Superſeription. 
own theſe Moderate Men afe branded with t 
dious Name of Trimmers; but ſeeing Fat os 
love Reaſon, 1 wonder not to. ſee even. the Belt 
Wc mper'd Chriſtians, think that which is not their 
2 n Religion, tobe thereft ore Ridiculous. Home der 
Variety which we behold in the Univerſe, is not 
Deformity but its Beauty; as tie Eye is mare 
vißht with a Lands kip, which invites. it with the 
eiu Inter poſitions of Hills aud f alleys; Woods | 
Wy Ch mpion Grounds, than if if were let out, to 
e it ſelf in the Uniformity: of a mate Howizon, 
a Empty Proſpect; ſo is the Truly Pions Sol, 
rc /urpriz'd with the Glory of the Chriſtian No- 
on, when Various Apprebenſioms agree in the © 
ie Subſtantial Holineſs, one Star . differing 
m another in Glory, yet all ſhining with n 
abt borrow'd from the ſame. Fountain. Aan 
ere ( as I ſaid before ) I can t think ay M- 
rate Man will diſtibe the Subject af thic Boob, as 
alien is to put an end to needleſs Contro- 
erſies, and to perſwade us all to an Union in 
eligion; but alas, Sir, Me are come to that 
bt of Madneſs, that if a Man will not he 
drunk, or Swear, ſtreight he is a Diſſentet . 
"You ask ſuch as th f 


\'2 
1 


15 theſe, Of what Religion they dre & 
bey will tell you they are Proteitants of the 
cb of Fnel md. — Ask em, Why then theyſide 
bau Perkin, who ig 4 Fapiſi: Becauſe, 
; BCE. - 
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40 they, the Papiſts are better than the Presby- 
terians. — Ack em how ſo? Becanſe, cry they, 
the Presbyterians are worſe than the Papiſts; 
Nay, ſuch ſenſeleſs and unreaſonable Bigots ate 
ſome Churchmen, that it is not cnough for a Mo- 
derate Man to own Epiſcopacy, to hear Com- 
mon Prayer conſtantly, ro receive the Sacra- 
ment according to our Church, unleſs he will 
fay and do in every thing as the High Flyers; 
he is a Phanatick, an Occaſional Conform iſt; 
Gr. Hence ſuch a Buſtle, ſuch a Clutter, lach 4 
Hurry, hence ſo much canvaſſ ng at E leftions, ſuch 
Bauling out St. George for the Church, as if all 
lay at ſtake, when nothing is in danger: 1 have heard 
in a late Election of Parliament Men, 4 Cler- 
gy-Man of ſome Note, uſher'd in a Company of 
Electors, Crying Qut, No Popery, no Presbytery; 
the ſober hear ers, mondred what he meant, none 
booking towards Presbytery, being in any Nomi- 
nation, or under any Pretenſions to the Elęctibn. 
That therefore Men might no longer b be Abuſed with 
Empty Noiſes and Clamours ; twas high time 
for ſome Chriſtian Virtuoſo, to diſcover who that 
Right Chriſtian is, that deſerores our Vote and E- 
ftecem. I wou'd have « Truc Churchman to be 
one that is able and ready to give account of 
his Faith clearly to every one that asks him; 
and if a thoſe of other Perſwaſions were able to 
do the lite; Think all ſuch as own the Scriptures 
to be the Word of God, and their Rule, won d 
7 be agreed. I we of the Chnrchot England 
have a Latitude to giue to Men a further Power in 
152 Og of ww i others can, we have no rea- 


ſon 
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ſon to be angry with the Diſſenters that are more 

MW ftraitned; for we have no reaſon at all, to cry out 

, WH 22ain/t the Pope, for bis claim to Infallibility, if we 

will not allow, that we or any Church may be mi- 
However, the Souls of Men are Precious, 
and | have here ſaid my utmoſt to direct us all in 


8 


that Right Way that leads to Heaven, and I veri- 
ly think, wou d all Parties agree to lay by their 


4 | | 

Bigottry and Prejudice, an Union in Religion, 

; WH wou'd ſoon be Effecked. However, that I might 

cor tribute all I can to this Bleſſed Work. © 

, In the Firſt (orSpeculative Part) of this Book I en- 

deavour to imitate Dr. Brown, in his Religio Me- 
dici; I own | am far from matching that Brave Ori- 


"WW 2119), yet I found it eaſter and more proper for me to 


nrite after Dr. Browns careleſs way, than to pretend 

ö to any Form or Method wherein I might commit a 

WH thouſand miſtakes; but in this, ſome of em will paſs 
like his, for Uncommon Errors, and pleaſe fer t 


e of Novelty.— As for my ſelf, my vanity newer 


prompted me, to be a Standard Bearer to any either 
NEW SECT, or Old Hereie; and | pity ſuch as 
Love to Live like Pew-kecpers in the Heuſe of 


ing a Room for themſelves. If then my Speculative 


much grieve me, and it ſhall always be my endea- 
vour for the time to come, rather to drop Tears 
for my own ſins, than ts upbraid other Men with 
theirs. But tho Nice Speculations in Religion are not 
ſo Necefſaty; and are more dangerous than Sincere 

Es B 3 Practice 
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God, buſted in ſeating others, without ever provid- 


Part, does offend ſuch as are truly Pious, it will 


' 
A 
| 
| 


The DEDICATION. 

Practice (for our Piety and Principles ſcarce 
;ever grow atter they begin to be too Curious 2 
vet who noms but ny Watch £05. right, albeit u. 
agree not with thePublick Clock of the City, /. 
pecially where the Sun of Righteobineſs bath = 
by. peanting clearly; the Dyal of Faith, Hewel br 

; which of the. two are in the Error. — 
But bowcyer, New. « or Orthodox, my Speculati. 4 
ons are, I intend not to gain to my «ſelf the Title off 
Reformer, by Publiſhing of ibem, | ſceing m it off 
þave had the e Fate with that Curious 
"Painter, who hadi "g drawn an Excellent FACE 
at well as cou d haze bern expefted from the 
-Smootheſt Mir tor, did therefore diſh it afreſi 
than the diſi ke of. every . New Spectator, till at 
laſt be Refoꝛ m'd it from being.any ways like to the 
Original. But ſuppoſe our Chriſtian Vertuofo 
has . been too CURIOUS in drawing the Curtain 
of Holy Myſteries, to ice what paſſes in Hea- 
ven, tho I wont defend ſuch Bold Speculation: 

¶ for we ſhoued not be curious to know more than 
Keveal d) yet I find there be ſuch Prying Chri- 
. ſtians ang us 45 mould mot be ignorant of God 
R - 48 if it were a matter of nothing to be 
un ſe,we alſo lin w what God will bade Un 
Lean, theſe are, Bold Qperiſts indeed , that f. 
cur d "of the Athenian Itch, go to the Devil 2 

x L fa For my cnn 1175 think that fuffici 
21 which God bath though exough for me to knon 
: and I hope I have kept within , Bounds in 
.. theſe Speculations,) And do only ſeek to knin 
- : het is «ju Aan for. Practice: What that i 
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ce coucht in a fewwordls, Fear God ang 
2 Weep his Commandments. is the PE 12 
it r hole Duty of Man. and therefore | 

[King James war mucb in the Right, -* 375 


"th be told us, © Diſputations 2 che Seats og 
@ he Church.” Ve fhou'd not mike" the Way co 


Fherefore "whe# 1 meet with Doubts that! can't Re- 
oe, I bave retourſe to this ſure Decider of all 
Differences, — Dominus Dixit; —— and that 
makes me eaſh 05 For the Bible: bas * curd my Vain 
urioſity, and I am ſatisft'd' with PLAIN 
TR U TH. ——'<Tis Practical Divinity chat 
muſt bring us to Heaven. When Mr. Hoadly 
and Mr. Calamy, bave.vented all their Sunnilty 
nd Nice. Reaſoning againſt each other, many Pi. 


ing, but a Vain Curioſity; and ee who 
all out do each other, hat been ſo much the Sin o of 
the Preſent Age, that it bat —— occaſion to 2 
Learned VVriter to ſay,” That (it was his Opi- 
nion) Diſputing and Wrangling would be a 
conſiderable part of the Torments of Hell. 
Howe ver, Io cure this Athenian Itch, in the 
Practical (- or Second Lolumt) 1. bade added "a 
MAP of Right Chriſtianity (to warn us of al r 
dreams) and inſure our Paſs age for Heaven; and 
that my Readers mipht habe 
tor Holy Living San Dying, have imtermixt 
both Firſt 85 Second Volume, ib ſuch hrarety 
of Original Manuſcripts, as Entities wy" Book The 
e Practice of Picty , whithi(-tho compleated an 
ro Volumes) ſhall be Publiſh d in Four Parti. for 
* of the Pocrer Buyer, and as Two of thi 
Parts 


Jeaven, more Difficult than really it is; 5 an 


dus Men will judge it no other than a Witty Scold? 


NEW. E Directory 


; The DEDICATION: =_ 
Parts relate to the Speculative: Port of Divinity 
and the other Two to the Practick, there ſhzll be 
added a Diſtinct Table to each Volume, for the 
ſake of thoſe that will Bind them up when the Works 
... r l b ee 
It had been well .( for the High Flyers) if this 
Chriſtian r e . Publiſhed ſome 
e re Teats ago, for (as Biſhop. Taylor 
a en obſerves ) *Some dien never think 
ebe. ot Heaven, and they that do; 
ꝛ—— [think to go thither In ſuch Paths 
© which all the Ages of the Church did give 
Men warning of; leſt they ſhould that way 
go to the Devil. And I pray God indue us all with 
New Faculties of Mind, and give us Power to diſ- 
cern Spiritual things with Freſh Appetite : For the 
Right Chriſtian diſcovers more Solid Comfort, 
and Material Support, in one Article of Faith, 
in one Period of the Lords Prayer, than in all 
the Diſputes of Furious People, who take more 
pains to defend a Ceremony, or quarrel with 
the Common - Prayer, than to perſwade 
Men to avoid Hell. But I was never am 
Friend to Controver/te, and therefore in this Se- 
cond Volume, I endeavour Only. to ſhem what 
we axe to Believe and Do, in the Right Way to 
Heaven, and what thoſe things are, which do moſt | 
require, our Time and Diligence;  Reſcinding the 
 buperfluities of an Ambitious and Curious Study. 
To tbis end | have begun (this Practical Part.) 
with my own Soul, &c. and hope I have found a Clue 
to wind me through the Labyrinth of all Reli - 
gions, and lead me directly to Heaven. — Oh the 
Marchlefs Kindneſs of God to Bewilder'd Sin- 
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. The Prefaec. 


Jock which a Great Prince wore in a Rin ; is ftriter 
+ ery Hour of the Day, and agreeth with Naſon, as 


De Dials with the Sun, Tf ne 
Great Books ( ſays a Late Author) make men ſometimes 
re Learned, ſeldom more Innocent; but this not only 
ves a Schem of Religion in Specularzon, but — 
Very to Praſtice, and ( tis hop'd ) ſhews the Regbe Way ro 
eaven, between all Extreams. Then, Keader, peruſe 


r often, and do what it dire&s you to; whil@ others 
k angle about Religion, do you endeavour to Pratlice it, for 


7 


at of your NEW LIE. 

But Jill toreſtall the Readers Impatience with no more 
reface; not in the leaft dqubting, hut that upon the 
rſt Reading the following Sheers, they'll fee how little 
hey, and others, have ftudied the Old, and what need 
ere was of A New Practice of Piety.. 5 

I ſhall only add, ſo far as I have gone in my New 
atice of Pie, I have ty pop, That the Moderare 


is Book hith no other Charafter of its worth, than 


Q .1>3-< Q 2 vo 


ian is the Beft Chriftian, and that the RightWay to Hea · 
hes between all Extreams ; but ſeeing, the. High Flyers 
If n't approve of ſuch Healing Principles; to Paciſie theſe 
A Wentlemen, I endeavour, ( in the conclution of theſe 
© eets) to Retract my Moderate Principles ( fo far as I 
h in with a good Conſcience ) and this I attempt by 
e Writing — 4 SATTR onthe Houſe of LORDS, for 
y Paſſing the Bill againſt Occaflonal Conformity.— And 
4 the Gentleman, who writ z Satyr on King WILLIAM, 


ew'd himſelf a Generous Friend to the Merits of that 
lorious Prince; 10 T hope ( by this Satyr) toſhew a True 
oncern for the Souls of the High Flyers, and if it prove 
ze Converſion but of one Bigos, I hope he'll turn this 
tr into a Panegyrick ; or at leaſt own, That the Houſe of 
ds are in the Right Way 10 Hedven ; and that if ever we 
ſign to get thither, we maſt follow their Noble Ex- 
nples of Piety and Moderation; and in particular, that 
e the Biſhop of Salisbury, who ſays in his Speech to the: 
„ auſe of LORDS, © 7 own I began the World on a Princt- 
of Moderation, which I beve carryed damm jhbtough my 
+ Life, and in which 1 bope 1 ſhall. cominue io my Lives 
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cent 3 and I ; that Reaſon; I ſhall 
Nen Praftice F Picty to ſuch as have, 2 
and Gone Aſtray. 5 
New Praſtice of Piety, according · to my Notion % 
Iris A Becoming other Man, or New, Gredfures 1 
off, as to the . Converſation, the- ay & 
or more plainly, It is, a denying. e Uogodline and 
Fiethly Luſts, and Liivi ing Sober! + Righted tebuſly and God- 
ly dn this preſent World, — Therefor: 77 700 e in 
Chriſt; be it 4 Nen Creature, Oli 1hings are paßt 4 
Sebold all things are hecpme New. 2 2 Core. 17. 
06 __ Man uou'd be Saved, he mult firſt be, Bonn 
the Holy Spirit, be Convexte and become 2 
NM TD Holy in Heart and Life; dt iſe be 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
80 that if Tde Live; Wal as Wr 4 . Prac- 
tice of Piety, i muſt Co Sa to ules of Tem 
a 7, A : b te all Inor e Ev das 
and Bruti ies, LE 7 n, Bridling 
8 wy * 0, and biting 2 Guard, gon my.Out- 


And that none (no not fo much 48, my. elf) m. 


doubt my ſincerity in this matter, I Reſolve: 17 75 


ward — To avoid. every Knows Sin (. whether it be 


omiſſion or Commiſſon) —— To Aeli na! in 
eye. Io do all e, to ro bis G e, Ow 12 


in Sending _ Heauen; far - Andrew w 


no 2 Converted, but he ſtrait his. Brother 
Simon, — And be brought him ta Fefs. hn 1 41. 42. 
This 1 call 4 "oy FP Fears 97 . BG tls. a N to 

| 9D 2 A 
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. The N ew Practice of Piety 
pretend to Live upto it, without GOT 0 
Poſture of a Trily Peritent and N : ; 
Is to ſay, That I Truly REPEN 25 al the Sins the Sins of my | ; 
2 Life ( whether Kpropn o ) and have 
ch a Godly Sorrow for 4 > rketh the Hatred, 
earn and Forſaking of om; — 2185 Leading of 4 
em is, What in us he he ; 
Ge * r 1 ne EIN 
| exce 75 to a True ö of all my 2 I add, — 
Faith in C briſt.— A Firm Belief of the Apoſtles Creed.— 5 
[| And a flrit obſerumice of. rhe Ten Conmanmines,' &c. or 
nn in 470 ot) hat I ſtedfaſti betieverthe 
| toe. d Square my Life and Neuen a 
| Oi 


1 But 1 New Courſe of Pier) , 5 dere effect. 
|| ed, till my 8 as much Refin d 2. 1 
. Daily PRACTICE. «'" M304 <4 03 26 
Il | I ſhall firſt f 55 the Reader ith 4 praſtioe af Rien 
'F in Speculation, and Aber I ha- fun through 4 Ro 
CE! . New Thoughts (as a Guide to my'Pityte Life) L hall 
nn Publiſh the Praftice? ( or Second ) Volunfe of thit Work, 
l 5 Where our. HRIS AN VIRTUOSO preſents che 
i Reader with a Mar of Right Cliriſtianity,” and hopes 
1 7 by lookin 1 05 ory Religions ) has Difeover* d the RIGHT 
1 Way to even. N Ol e S594 
i 1 But my Preſent Task, is to proſent the! Reader with 

| | A New Practice of Piery in Speculxtion; ys here, the 
* 


— . 


— 
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yt ye ten nm <1 = EN — 
— — — — — = * 
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— — — not 
—— — — — 
— e 4 


My 


—— — 
a — 
_ — 


better to Imĩtate Religio Made T ſhall pry into every 
i room of my Heart and Life, o make what 2 
i | I qan there; for if we conſider! the Original of our ſtueral 
Tf. "Deviations from the Right Pub, WE thall find, they al 
| r from our not r ſelves ner God ʒ to 
1 now our ſelves; therefore de our firſt Care, 
1 Which will lead ul to * W h ge of God; for we 
1 muft needs perceive after t en ell ſearch de can 
make into our own' Being, how impoſſible 'twas'for us 
to make our ſelves, that we are forced to conceive our 
being, to be the Gift ot an Almight! Power. —7hen with 


2 


Aram thine Attemion a linle, Ob from the Notice 7 
. . Impreſſions of External Obielis; View 4 while, with 
= - Agpplicutien, the image of thy Self, within the ſphere of 111 


"= nc 3 Exers the mower of Refiettion ** tboſẽ cl "I 
1 % 


d 


hich 1600 N 
/ riour e | 
1s y a Fer! and bow new] 
elletiual, Worldr The noſt ſuceeſf 


y own Image in "hy marraur ations, 
xbibnive 4.5 Poo Fees ae 2 FS 
(ive Sourſe . How Extenſive are thy,Capapities ? the 
ens are not Commentnrate ; they irs graſping be 
&ircuit of the 8th. 3 Malling along 
fibe Enpyren te than 

3 a rid 51 55 Lek - 27 

: # bY 54 
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1 bo ey ught 0 F : 74 f 4 " whonge 
1 Barbe 215 Ss * lan- ding, and 
112 1/1 the ſearc gs of. 77 Fe 1 the Second, 
1 the latter | winds the fit, eſpecially 

is the Lawns 4 


ben the game is Laake, , and / 4 wi - 
ese, Good da ah 
WS; Reader, As bad as che Age is, {there is a a Nera of Men, 
ho are 20 Strangers to a lee but whether the 
Luthor of, this Eſſa is one of t 8 Bleſſ ed Few, is now 
ett to thy Candi & Ju Bewegt. | 
However having, cerely 1 d ofall the E Re 
RORS of my paſt Life, I am 0 Challenge 
Title of a Right Chrilian, "neither: m I aſham d 0 K. 
poſe my Naked Thoughts with reſpett to the Time t hat 
Ws paſt, or to that New Life I;wou'd now lead and 
ſeeing the! Kigbt Way to Heaven lies firſt in the 
edge ot our ſelves, I ſhall ( In 3mizarion of Dr. Brown ) 
begin my. New Practice of Viety, wich Divine SPECh- 
NATIONS on my Birth and Paremage; and how- 
ever ſtrange my thoughts appear. in the following 


us Sheets, I hope to prove cg they, all contribute td a 
ur ew Prafljce of Pie. : 
i 1.bave-no reaſon to tax my. Education, or blame thoſe 
7c ho had the care of my ꝓuvenile Tears; my Parents 
ith vere Learned and Orthodox, and made it their? Buſi - 
% ess to form m8ðy Mind, and ſquare my Foul by the beſf, Pre- 


*p1s and Puref Examples ; 3 yet when I arriv'd at.Fears 


g 


; barg 0 810 ry our the 
| Imprel ions of Fin fg er 25 15 learn the 
0 Nie With my Mothers Milk; tho there 
we de no Le 1 1 oh Nurſery, nor Fereſtes in the 
brought up, yet my Blooming rau 
GR 67% 4 880 S, and fprouted forth in ma. 
y aFurtan Thouglits: It was the task of m | 
udgment to \correct.. theſl cles and' reduce m/ ſe] to'the 
Randard of Reeſa# arid E. 
"As Tooh as 1 Had Hatha all the 92 8 of my Studies i 


"the end whereof Men are wrt Sort en dae . 


Sauk of the Learned, The ye. 10 SF 
my Eternal State 3 fo for tho was Maſter of al & 2 
F And Ty looked! into all wt gions, found my ſeit 
5 led in ſo many Doubzs 2 a, 7 Of Fg he 
no other t in Seckitr 4 ; 
1 tht I had the more diſcoyer'd Df own ene Bi : Be. 
| 3 diſſatisfid in iny own Mind, 1 reſolw'd at Lal z 
0 enter on a New PraBtice of Pie, and now looking 7 
on the Divers Aion, and Opinions o Men, there is A 
moſt none which to me ſeems not Vain and Uſeleſs"; 5 

et Lam extreamly ſatisfied with the Prog eſs which 1 4 

as it ſeems to me) I have = 15 the Search of Trus 
and Have now choſen that Right Religion, in which rl 
venture my Heaven and Eternal eee 0 
I know how ſubject we are to miſtake in thoſe 921 
[Shieh concern us, and how Jealous we ought to be of 

dgement of our Friends, when it is in. Favour. Buß 
12 diſcover in theſe SPECULATIONS, the 4 ky ; 
* of Þ PE Years, and Repreſent therein Life, at in 
[ry to the end that every onè may judgè thereof 
798 at learning from Common dine; what Meng 
— i Naked Thoughts, I may find a New Meant of 
rifting my Self, and thereby Pals to Reaven with 
372 er Aſſurance. 

The Arbenian Oratle ne itr erte to be Infal ibleſ 
neither js it my deſign to charge thoſe? with Sehijol 
who ſerve God in a Meeting, with as much (or 
© haps more) Devotion, than I do in the Eſtab 1. 

Church, but only to ſhew bow I govem m om 1 4 
zm what need there 1s 8 in this Wide. AF? 
M Practice of Piep. a 


} 
2 


4% M Phattlobt Athy: =. 


1 Reyerenc d our 1 £y, and pretended to Heaven 
Jas much as any ; but. having learnt, as a moſt” ce 
Truth, that Ye 0 0 b Way oo it, is 10 less ope 18 5 5 
mon Ignorant, thei #- Learned ; and chat thoſe 
4 Revealed Truths, which led ither,. were eo okboke 
1 1 - I durſt not ſabmit to the wealnefs 
ho BY n Ratiocinatian 3 ; and 1 thought that to undertake: 
examine them, and to ſucceed in it, requir'd ſome e 
— 4 #rdinary Aſſiftance from Heaven and ſoiewhas more eser 
I ſhall ſay, nothing of Philoſophy, 25 that ſeeing it 
* hath been cultivated* y the ak Excellent W owe 
0 have liv d theſe many Ages, and that yet there is u 
ee which is undiſputed, Gl by conſe 7851 tobich is not ; 
hel ful. I Kew, not preſume ſo far, as to hopeto 2. 
uu better than there, And conſidering 500 5 many 
rent Opinions there may be on the ſame thing, oY 0 
by Learned Men, and yet that there neyer can be but 
1 one only Truth ; I declar'd ( almoſt ) all falſe, which had 
no more then Pro bability in it. 
As for other Scdences, ſince they borrow their Prind- 
- | P Eplcs from. Philoſophy, 1 judg'd that nothing which was 
Volid, cou d be Pall upon ſuch Unſound Foundations; 
A and neither "Honour nor Wealth were ſufficient to invite 
me to the ſtudy of them; For (I thank God) 1 found not 
7 Winy ſelf in a condition which oblig d me to make a Trade 
of Letters for the Relief of my Fortune. And althon 
Bu 3 made it not my Profeſſion to deſpiſe Glory with th 
iy Cynick 3 4; 7 1 little value that which I coud not 
acquire but by Falſe Pretences. -- _. | 
And laſtly. or Unmwarrantable Saller, 1 thought. 1 
already too * underſtood u hat they Vere, to be ay 
more ſubject to be deceiv d, either by the prot ot 
an 25 * or by 17 PrediAions 99 1 bea d 
ol 575 the Impo ona res of ht agtcian, o 4 2 4 
d brags o e Werke eſs 0 18 Ide * 
y reaſon whereof, a5; On as m years freed me frotn 
ei abe [ubjetion of my Tutbrs, 1 wholly gave over. the 
of Letters, (4, 7 Leber to ek 70 5 oh Saves tur 
4 r T My ca or in the great Bobk 
ina; I imployed 5, 7 of my Js oth iti 
ee Courrs and Armits, 10 frequent Peopis of Je ne bl 
ONS and conditions, to gain eee to hazard wy | 
elt 


__ 5 
Y 


2 1 
fan 
"id 
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ſelf in thoſe Encounters of Fortune which ſhou'd occur 3 
and every where to make ſuch a Nele Aion on tbeſe bing! 
aubich preſented themſelves to me, thas I might draw Prof 'F 
Fam them. For ( methought) I could meet with far tote 
T RUTH in the Diſcouries which every Man makes 
touching thoſe affairs Which concern him, whoſe 872 1 
Would quickly copdemn him, if he had judg'd amils, Bl 
- then amongſt thoſe which Letter d Men make in their . 

Cloſets, touching Speculations, which produce no Ef. 

fect, and are of no conſequence to them, but that | 

haps they, may gain ſo much the more unity, as they are 
farther different from the Common Undeiſtamdinz: Ford 
much as he muſt'have imployed. the more wit and ſub» 
Kilty in endeayguring to render them prohable. And. 1 
_had always an extream deſire to learn to diſting Tri 


of my Life, and enter on a New Practice of Pie; 419 ſo 
f from 


ITis no Soleciſm*in Divinity, to lay that the Prince of 
7 20 . Has © 1e Chih Militant, is his 


of Pegze to any, ler Hm be of what Caf ah or Trop 
lvervcr. "ob WEI 4H | 6 1 5 6 ” | N | | FUR I © -*” 8 
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The New Pꝛactice of Pietv. 3 
am not fond of the Names which diftinguiſh one 
WL accy from another in the Church. I eſteem not a Man 
ae becter tor being regimented in this Communion, rather 
lan in that. And for ought I know, in the Camp of God, 
Reformade may be as acceptable, as in thofe of Men. How» 
ver, a Mutincer in eicher is »dious, and to raiſe Fact ions 
bout Religion, is to adore Mars, inſtead of Chriſt ; and to 
ommence a War, for the ſake of Peace. I cannot ap- 
drove of their bitter Zeal, who, if they cannot call down 
ire from Heaven, will kindle it on the Earth, againſt all 
iat think not as they do. He is an ill Diſputant for Chri- 


we = ww 
2.0 2 G-.c - 
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0 iavity, who uſes no other Topicks than Gun powder 
nd steel The Ligick of Mahomet becomes not a Diſciple of 
I; and I ſhould make but an Hypocricical Convert, 
ere I to be Dragoon d into Religion by the Domincering 
; WE. rguments of Boored Abpolles. 


| The uſe I make of this Variety im Religiohs, is far dif- 
rent: Truth is Humogeneous, and attracts to it ſelf all 
hat is of its own Nature, u hereſoever diſpers d or ſepa- 
aced, rejecting the reſt, as not pertaining to it. Thus 1, 
Nverlooking che Errors and Miſtabes of thoſe who differ 
om me, at the ſame time embrace their Orthodox Tenets, 
ad ſhunning their Vices, I imitate their Vertues. This is 
d take things by the right hand le, and like the Bee, to ſuck 
Foney cut of every Weed. It is of the Nature of the 

un, who has commerce with many Follutions, yet re» 


cw Ts nn AS CC 


nains himſelf undefiled: = a 
I abhor that mercenaty Courſe of joyning my felf with 
ny Partyof Chriſtians that is uppermoſt, to abei the pre- 
ailing Factim, arid aſſert the Opinions moſt in Faſhion; 
bis is to be à YVearher-cock in Religin, pliable to every 
reſh Gale of Intereſt. Neither, on the other fide, do I thin 
t good manners, or Prudence, to zffront the Religion of the 
rate, aud by a ſawcy Impertinence condemn thoſè who 
orſhip God in the manner preſcrib'd by the Laws of the 
and. In my Travels I learn'd this Aioderatim, and he 
at knows not how to practice ir, is not fir to ſtir out of 
is Chimny Corner, Religion does not authorize Radeneſs, 
eicher is Arrogance compatible with Devotion. It is d ifff- 
ult to find a Company of four or five Men together, where 
2 E | there. 
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10 The New Pꝛactice of Piety. 
there is not at leaſt a Triumvirate of Religions, and he th 
will ſer up for a Dictator among them, ſhall have all th 
Forces united againſt himſelf. 5 AH 
I do not value any Man's Religion by his ſtarch'd look 
or ſupercilious Gravity. I hate to put on an unſociable Faq 
or ſcrew my ſelf into an ill- humour d Riddle; I do nl 
angle for the Character of a Saint, by magiſterially declainkf 
ing againft the Innocent Divert iſements of Humane Li 
and ranking things Ind ifferent among the greateſt Crime 
Above all, I cannot approve of thoſe who are prone wlll 
faſten Gods Judgment. on particular Occaſions, as if th 
alone couẽd unlock the Secrets of the Almizhty, and weil 
the Privy-Counſellors of Heaven. No Man's misfortullil 
ſhall eſcape their Cenſure, but forgetting what our Savio 
ſaid of thoſe on whom the Tower of Siloam fell, they co! 
demn all alike, and preſume to diſtribute the Divine Fuſti 
by their own Weights and Meaſures, T am in Love wit 
that ſaying of Plato, There is no Envy in the Deity, Aſſi 
redly that Immenſe Ocean of Goodneſs never ceafes t 
ſhow'r down his Favours and Bleſſings, on all that are c 
ble of receiving them; and he is not partial to any « 
is Creatures, Like the Sun, he imparts his Influence 
all the World, and if they rejoyce not in his Beams, t 
Cloud that hinders them is of their own raiſing. Tho 
Men will hardly proſelite me, who dreſs the Deity in 
frightful Figure, and then woutd perſwade the VVorld't 
His Eſſenti il Complcxion. VVhile they exclaim againſt Pl 
Fures and Images, they themſelves commit Idolatry: Tha 
let up an infinite Tyrant, moroſe, arbitrary and cruel, i 
ſtead of the Original, Increated Beauty and Goodne! 
worſhiping the Idol of their own Imagination, inſtead of thi 
Indulgent Father of all things. 
Ido not take Prayer to conſiſt in ſaying o'er the devoute 
Collects andOraiſontof the Church, without a due Application 
Spirit. This is the Sacrifice of Fools, without Salt or Fire, an 
therefore muſt needs be unſavoury to God. The bendedRnef 
ſubmiſs Looks, and even a Body proſtrate to the Ground 
unleſs accompained with a proportionate Ferwour and Hil 
mility of the Sou!, are but Religious Compliments, 7 * 
TY h | 10088 
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The Netw Pꝛactice of Piety. 11 
dus Banter, Such Mock-Addrefſes, I doubt, are not 
Lcioully receiv'd in the Court of Heaven, hy 
an equal diſlike I have for thoſe who offer up may 
d unhallowed Flames; burning Incenſe, whoſe Compaſi- 
is not warantable ; who hold not faſt the Form of 
Wind vvords, but giving the Reins to their Tongue, ſuffer 
to commit a thonſand Indecencies in the Hearing 
m who made the Ear. Theſe, as well as the former,are 
ity of Crimen leſe M jeſtatis; while they affront Heaven 
thTautologies and vainRepetitions, The one thro? inadvert* 
cy, the other thro Pre ſumption. This bringing form with- 
t Matter, That offering Matter without Form ; ard 
th wanting the Spirit and Life of fincere Devotion, Yer E 
ither cenſure ſuch as uſe an allowable Form,provided it be 
compained with attentive Devotion: And leſs thoſe who 
dreis themſelves to Heaven in words of their own chooſing, 
ovided it be ſeaſon'd with Diſcretion, and a modeſt So- 
Wicty of Spirit. For when a Man fitly qualified, endued 
ch Learnirg too, and above that, adorn'd with a good 
fe, breaks out into warm and well deliver'd Prayer be- 
re his Sermon, it hath the appearance of a Divine Ra p- 
e, he raiſeth and leadetli the Hearts of the Aſſembly in 
other manner than the moſt compos'd or beſt ſtudied 
m of words can ever do: And thoſe Formal Suplicants, 
ho ſerve up all the Sermon with the ſame garniſhin f 
uld look like ſo many Statues, of Men of Straw, in t 
Ipit, compar'd-with thoſe. who ſpeak with ſuch a power- 
Zeal, that Men are tempted at he eee to believe 
aven it ſelf hath directed their words to them. * 
On the other fide, I think not that to he the only Au- 
entick Prayer, which is attended with Senſual Raptures, 
. 3 Entertainments: This is but the Smoke of 
in, and ſoon vaniſhes; a mere Vapour or Ebullition, a 
aſing warmth of good Natures, and frequently the pro- 
Reſult of a Sanguine Complexion, = 7 
Prayer is the Exaltation ef the Soul, the Flight of a Sub- 
ated Spirit : It makes a Man an Angel pro Tempore, while 
=_ trated Mind takes the Wing, and ſoars aloft, hover ing on 
| Borders of Paradice. He then breathes immortal Air s, burns 
a Seraphim, and flames out with Holy and defecate Fires, 
the myſt exataſi d Orders of the ri Court. 
- 
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12 The New Pꝛactice of Piety. 
For my own part, I can Pray Kneeling,Standing,or Sitting; 
either at my Buſineſs or at my Repaſt; with or without 
VVords and. Ceremonies. And this I take to be the only 
Method ot complying with St. Paul's Counſel, when he 

bids us Pray without ceaſing, A ſwift and Pious Ejacula- 
ion many Times does the Ohice of a multitude of Words 
(rho? the moſt appoſite and elegant in Humane Language) 
ſince God underſtands the Diale# of the Heart, as well as 
that of the Tongue, being the Architect of both. 

The Poſture which Pythagoras enjoyn'd his Diſciples, 
when they appear'd before the Code, was not without 2 
Myſtery. He bid them hold their Tongues revers'd ; inti- 
mating thereby that they ſhould obſerve a devour Silence 
in ſuch Tremendous Company, and utter no VVords which 
were not dipt in the: Heart. And I could wiſh the Advice 
of Solomon, inſtead of a Noſce Teipjum, were engraven on 
the Front iſpiece of our Churches.“ My Son, when thou 
* entercſt the Houſe of God, let thy words be few, and be 
more ready to hear, than to offer the Sacrifice of Fools. 
In all this, T aimat a Devotion that is Maſculine and Solid, 

Diſcreet and Humble, Sincere and Modeſt ; fullof Primitive 
 Keverencz, and the Fervor of the firſt Ages. 35 
In proper ſpeaking, our very ſilent Neceſſities are elo- 
quent Prayers, and the wants which are hardeſt to be ut- 
tered, are ſuch a prevailing Rhetorick with God, as oſt times 

rings down ſwifter Relief from Heaven, than our loudeſt 
Letanies ; even we our ſelves are moſt willing to diſpoſe 
ot our Alms to a:Dumb-Perſon, who by being diſabled to 
make his Addreſs any other ways than by mute Signs, does 
by that Pathetick kind of Complaint engage our Charity. 
Indeed every Innocent Action of our, Lives is a Prayer : But 
tke more extraordinary Performances of Heroic Vertue, 
pierce the Clouds, ſtorm the Regions above, and plunder 
Heazen it ſelf (if I may ſo ſpeak) of its choiceſt Blef- 

N95, Ss | 
7 oo to Publich Prayer, I own there is a Neceſſity of 
uſtug ſome Frm and & re mnies; and thoſe are the beſt, 
which have the greateſt Efficacy to excite and regulate our 
Devotion. Not too Pompous and Theatrical, nor ſlovenly 


and mean, but ſuch as become the Houſe of God, and give 


f 
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The New Poaactice of Piety. 13 
it an external Beauty, not a meer Pageantry of Holi- 
neſs. * ; 5 
7 Cuſt m of the Greek, and other Eaſtern Churches 
to ſeparate the Men frem the VVomen in the Publick Aſſem- 
bly, ſeems to have ſomerhing of Antiquity for its Plea, tho? 
the diſuſe of it in theſe Weſtern Parts make us think it a 
Singularity. I envy not that Sex the Liberty of VVorſhip- 
ing God, and being preſent at the Pablick Solemnites ; yet 
I grudge them a Privilege which is ſo manifeſt an Impe- 
diment to our Devotion, as is their rehear fing aloud the Plalms, 
Reſponſes and other Portions of the C mmon-Prayer. I 
cou'd ind beſide the faireſt of that Sex in che Church, un- 
mov'd as Marble, their brizhteſt Charms ſerving but as 
F 1s to ſer off the incomparable Eminency of that Majeſty 
and Glory wh» is adored in that Place. But when J hear 
them break che bounds of Female Modeſty, whoſe greateſt 
Ornament is Silerce ; when J hear their Tongues running 
over the Prayers, as loud, if not louder, than he Men, either 
with a careleſs wantonneſs or affected Gravity, their Eyes 
divided betwixt an amorcus Glance, and a devout Ogle. 
This, I muſt confeſs, gives me Offence ; tis an Obſtacle 
to my Devotion, and makes me think the Grecizns are not 
without reaſon in aſſigning a particular Place of the Church 
to the Women, where they can neither be ſeen nor heard. 
And this will not ſeem uncourtly or auſtere, if we remember 
that St. Paul himſelf has ſaid, I permit not à Homan to ſpeak in 
the Church. And in another place, Let Women have 
Power on their Heads ¶ that is, be covered or veiled ] be- 


cauſe of the Angels; or as ſome interpret it, becauſe of the 


young Men. Oe 

I wiſh tor a purer Reformation in the Church than we have 
hitherto ſeen; yet I am not tor tearing up Chriſtianity by 
the Roots. 7 could be glad to ſee the Hſe of God purged 
and clanſed, the Building Repair'd and Beautified, with- 
out Removing it from the Foundations. The Office of a Bi- 
fp and a Presbyter, to me, ſeems no other ways differenc'd 
than thus; I look upon a Presbyter as a Parochial Biſhop,and 
a Biſhop as a Dioceſan Presbyter, Their Dignity equal in 
Quality, t ho not in Quantity, The one has power of ad- 


niniſtring the Sacraments as well as the other: Only for the 
| i 


14 The New Pꝛactice of Pietyv. 
fare of Order and good Government in the Church, one is 
ifyeſtcd with a Juriſdictin, and Superiority, of which the 
Other is as capable, if duely Elected co it. 

F envy not the Biſhops, or Ruling Presbyters, their Tem- 
poral Honours and Riches, neither wou'd Ibe a Levellerin 
the Church of God: Yet it were a deſirable thing, it there 
we re a more equal Diſtribution of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, 
that the pooreſt Preaching Presbyter might have an Income 
that ſhould free him from the Temptation of envying a 
Furney- man Carter, and other inferior Trades who many 
times can boaſt of a larger Stipend than ſome of the Mini- 
Try. | | 

Pluralities and Non-Refidents were never heard of in the 
Primitive Ages, and it is a ſhame there ſhould be ſo many 
fat Parlonages, and yet fo many lean Parſons, It is the 
Devil's Market where Church-Livings are bought and ſold, 
and ſuch Spiritual Huch fters deſerve to be whipt out of 
the Temple, | | | 

Irefuſe not to bow at the Name of Feſus, yet can give no 
Reaſon why I ſhould not as well bow at the Nane of Foſhua, 
they being both one and the ſame in the Hebrew, And that 
Scripture, which is made to countenance this Ceremony, 
f-ems to me to ſpeak no more than that in the Name of 
Griff all add reſſes ſhould be made to God the Father. For 
1f it were to be literally taken, why do they who ſo re- 

_ eerve it, bow the Head, inſtead of the Knee? Beſides, I 

ee no Reaſon why I fhou'd not bow at the Name of Meſ- 
ie, Cirilt, Emanuel, ſince the Red@emer of the World 1s 
exiled by all theſe Names? Nay, why ſhould not I pay the 
ame Reverence to all the Names of God in all Languages, 
efnectally to that tremendous Name Fehovah, which the 

Jes think it unlavwhul to utter? 'Tis true indeed, I can 
comply wich the Cuſtom of the Church in a thing not di- 

rectiy oppoſite to any poſitive Command; but I prieſt at 
dhe fame time, my wiſhes are, that a Cuſtom acknowleg'd 
£2 be indifferent, even by thoſe who moſt zealouſly plead 
<r its practice, were racher diſus'd, than impos'd on Men 
ad tender Conſciences, fince it gives fo much Scandal, and 
1:2 no Authority but that of Tradition to back it. 

lam naturally a Lover of Mujick, and believe it has 
an eAc2cy in compoſting or ruifing the Spirits, according 
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The New Paactfce of Piety. 15 


to the various kinds of it. But 7 find its mcſt imme- 


diate Operation is cn the Fancy, and ſenſual Affections, 


not on the Superior Faculties of the Soul. And theretore 1 
ſee no uſe of it in the Church, where we come not to pay 
Homage to God in the ſtrength of anexalted Imagination, 
or co preſent him with the Firſt- Fruits of our Paſftons,tho* 
never ſo refin'd, but to offer up our ſelves a Living Sacti= 
fice, which is our Rational Service, ſince God is to be wor- 


ſhip'd in Spirit and Truth, and not with airy Notions, and 


carnal Raptures. | 
Tho” the Ear is a Member conſecrated ro the Service of 


Religion, ſince Faith comes by Heawing, yet I cannot obſerve 
that my Faith is at any timeincreas'd by the moſt Harmoni- 


ous Leſſons on the 0;gar. or other Inſtruments of Myfich, 
uſed in Divine Service. Neither do Tadmireat the Country- 
man's Freak,who the firſt time he hadever been in aCarhe- 
dral, hearing the Or; an ſtrike up, fell a dancing, as tho” 
he had been in a Muſich-Houſe. To ſpeak freely, I know 
not why we may not praiſe God as acceptably in a Dance, as 
with Muſick,fince the Fews,from whom we borrow ourAr- 


guments forthelatter, did as uſually practice the former, there 


being but little uſe of the one without the other. To me a 
Chapter in the Bible is the beſt Myfick in the World, and no 
Melody like that of a good Sermen, where the Preacher, like a 
sk Iful Artiſt, reconciles the Diſcords of the Law and the 
Goſpel; and between the Emblems and Types of the one, 
and the Subſtantial Truths and Myſteries of the other, ſtrikes 
up ſuch a grateful Harmony, as far exceeds the beſt Con- 
fort in the World, tho' it were as charming as Nebuchad- 
nezzar's, and made up of the whole Family of Muſick. 
 Tamaereat Admirer of good Painting and Sculpture, yet 
can never find them Helps, but Hinderances to my Dev3ti- 
en; fince it is impoſſible for the greateſt Maſter that ever 
profeſs d thoſe Arts, to draw or carve to the Life, what 
was never exposd to any of his Senſes, or to contrive a 
Figure of that which has no Reſemblance, the Inviſible Di- 


vinity. Indeed a Man's own Fancy in ſuch Caſes is the beſt. 


Painter; and if it be lawful to make ufe of Pictures or 

Images, tis of ſuch as our own Imagination frames: Vet 

this is the way to become Anthropomorphites, and * 
” "mh 
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God under the Similitude of a Man; or to follow the Pagan 


Vanities, and adore him under the hkenefs of a BEceſt, or 
ſome other ſenſible Figare; ſince all the Ideas of rt ic Mi- 
mich F.culty, are but the Tranſcripts of External © jects: 
Ariſtotle's Maxim being truer of this, than of tic Þ rcted?, 
That there is nothing in it which was not firſt in che See. 
The only way to have a crue Idea of God, is t ſuppteis the 


operations of this buſie Faculty; and by u ichdra ing into 
the moſt inward Recets of the und che re, as in a Mrrour, to 


contemplate that Infinite Eſſencc, who is i.id behind himſelf 
Cit I may fo ſpeak) © ooh be dilcover'd but by his 


Bach- parts. 


It is with Pleaſure that 7, behold Him in his Rays which 
ſhine in all his Works, and he has ct his ſhrdow through 
out the Univerſe, but I ſhould be oppre ſt with Glory, were 
J capable ot fixing my Eyes on that Abyſs H Spend, be- 


fore which the moſt Tiluſtrious Spirits in Hecwven cover 
their Faccs, as if they were aſham'd of their c:,mparartive 


Imperfections, and were not able to behold chat Original 
Increated Purity without a Bluſh. 1 

I have no ambition to become an Eagle inNivini/y,neither 
do J emulate the towring Flights of ſuch as pretend to ex- 
traordinary Revelations, I had rather walk under the 


Piazzas of Gods Church, than on the Battlements of the 


Devils Chappel, left my Head ſhould grow giddy with 
Enthu ſiaſms, and I be blown off from choſe Heighths and 
Pinnacles with ſome wind of vain Doctrine. That Father 
of the Arrian Hereſie was an Icarus in Religion, he had lofty 
Thoughts and ſoaring Speculations, bur he flew wichour a 


Guide, he forſook the Path of his Mother the Church, his 


Wings melted, and he had a terrible Fall, which at once 
bereft him of his Life, and (tis to be fear d) of his Salva- 
tion, of Fs 

I rake great Pleaſure ſometimes to find my ſelf gntanzled 
in Difficulties and Dangers, out of which I have no Skill 
to extricate my ſelf. I never think my felt ſafer than in 
ſuch a Labyrinth of thwarting Events, as no Clue of my own 
Reaſon or Experience can lead me out. Tis chen I can 
be chearful and triumph, knowing my Deliverance is near 


at hand, And herein lies the Quinteſſence of my ag 
_ 
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that I am, thus particularly, and dempnſtratiyely aſſur d of 
che Divine Fiwyr and Profecrimt, 553 5 nothing below a 
aufn, e eee hfture! of 
Niger. ie 0 28, Od pits 
Were all the Paſſages of my Life publiſhd, ir void be 
taken for mary then A Romande, it is ſo full of Adventures, 
which ſurpaſs. the Stories of ante, Monſters, Enchanted 
Caſtles, and the whole Syſtem of Knight as 5 45 Such 
ſtrange and unexpected Eſcapes as I have made from the 
very Jaws of Death, exceed the Fables of Poers. * And had 


Ino other Reaſon but the Remembrance of my own Perils 
and Deliverances, it were more than enough to convince 
me of an unerrins Eye that watches over Mankind. This 


makes me chearful and eaſie in all humane Circumſtances, 
and reconciles me to the Stocks. I lock on all things to 
be govern d Py a fixed Las and Deſtiny.; and therefore 
cou'd quietly. fit down with George Withers, and ſay, Nec 
haben, nec careo, nec curo. I confider my ſelf as a Part of 
the Univerſe, and therefore am never troubled at any thing 


which happens to me, ſince it comes not to paſs without 


the Knowledge and Will of him who in all his Diſpenſati- 
ons has Regard to the Good of the Whole; from which Tam 
not excluded as a Member, and. therefore muſt needs 1 
cipate of the Common Benefit, even when Ithink I ſuffer 
Damage, I am not peeviſſi at a Calumny, nor waſpiſh ar 
a loſs, - When any one does me an Injury, I take a Yihgu-- 
lar Pleaſure in forgiving him. There is nothing ſo much 
gratifies an ill Tongue, as when it finds an ANGRY" HEAR- 
ER; nor nothing ſo much diſappoints and vexeth it;as'Calm- 
neſs and a Quiet Spirit. It is the moſt exquiſite and inno- 
cent Revenge in the World, to return Gentle Words,” of none 
at all, to Ill Language. There is ſuch a Noble Pride attends 
this generous Conqueſt of an Enemy, as far ſurpaſſes the ce- 
lebrared Sweetneſs of Revenge. I hate to gratifie my-Paſſi- 
on the common way; and becauſe he has acted the part of 
an ill Man, I muſt do fo too, or worſe, by giving ſcope to 
my Rage, and executing the ſevereſt Dictates of my Fury, 
He is but a Tinker in Mrality, who to repait one Breach, 
makes another ; and perhaps wider than the firſt. Be- 
ſides, tis the moſt profitable kind of Revenge, when T turn 
a Wrong-to an Advantage, by. cancelling it; ſince thereby I 


make 
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make à Friend of an Enemy; and if he have but the leaf 


Spark of Gratitude and Vertue, my Benigniry makes him not 


only bluſh at his Offence, but puts him upon ſome ingenu- 


ous Study how to make me amends. 


This NEW WAY of revenging of Wrongs, has been my 
conſtant Practice for fix Months; ſo that now, to forgive 
TInjaries, is ſo eaſie to me, tis ſcarce 4 Trouble, And when 
any wound me with Slanders, I meet. em with PATT- 
EME: Hiſty Words ranckle the Wound, ſoft Language dreſſes 
it ; Forgiveneſs cures it, and Oblivion takes away the Nor, Ir 
is more noble by Silence to cover an Injury, than by Argu- 

ment to overcome or ſpread it. gs 
Thus (when any wrong me) I Af BRAVELY REVEN. 

GED; I fle it, and the Work's begun ; I forgive it, and 
tis finiſh'd : He is below himſelf, that is not above an Injury: 
But if my Brother PRIVATELY offends me, I reprove him 
privately.; and by this means, when he has loſt himſelf in 
an Injury, I find him again in my Forgiveneſs. Fe that 
rebukes a private Eauls openly, ſordidly betrays it, rather than 
reproves it. Re | 

But in all Caſes of this Nature, I change Conditinns with 
my. Brother and then as; my Conſcience what I would be done te 
Being reſolvd, I EXCHANGE again, and do the like to 
him; and that, I'm ſure, is Right Chriſtianity. — 

I eſteem. it one of the moſt ſubſtantial Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion, to ſubdue our Paſſt»ns : And becauſe Anger is the 
moſt violent and precipicare, I uſe my moſt ſtrenuous En- 
deavours to ſtifle this in its Embryz, Other Paſſrns take a 


gradual Riſe, and inſinuate by ſteps; bur Wrath, like Gun- 


Powder, takes. Fire all at once, and blows a Man up before 
he can. look about him. Therefore I have by lng and aſ- 
ſiduous Practice, labour'd to ger the Victory of this turbulent 
Affection; and J count it the Maſſer- piece of Humane Wit, 
to he above all Provication. I cou'd long ago ſtop my 
Hand in the micſt' of its Career, when aim'd ar a faulty 
Servant, · or ſcurrilous Companion; but now I can bridle 


che Nerves which wou'd have ſtretch'd it forth, and curb 


ay * 


the O Feious· Spirits which were ſo tęady to ſally forth on 
ſuch an Occaſion. I ſcorn. to ſuffer my Tngue to be my 
Hmd's Deputy, aud to ſaviſſi oor in unſe-m's Expreſſions; 


zs if che Height of Man's Wit aud Valour, lay in a biring 


Repar tee. 
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Repartes. Nay, I will not permit ſo much as my Cheek to 
change Colour, my Eye to ſparkle, or any other part of 
my Face to receive the leaſt Impreſſion of my Refentments, 
whereby it may be perceiv'd that I am fermented. If I am 
found dead on the ſpot, what matters it? Not being able to 
gvern Events, I endeavour to govern my Self. *Tis the great- 
et of Dominions, to rule ones Self and Paſſions. Yet at 
the ſame time I am not inſenſible of an Affront, nor 
void of due Reflection on it. All that I aim at, is to com- 
ply with the Apoſtles Advice, To be angry and not to fin. 

T have no Pannick Fears of Death upon me, neither am 
I ſollicitous, how or when T ſhall make my Exit from the 
Stage of this Life;, much leſs do I trouble my ſelf about the 
manner of my Burial, or to which of the Elements I ſhall 
commit my Carcaſs. I enyy not the Funeral Stare of 
Great Men, neither do I covet the Embalming of the E 
tians, I wonder at the Fancy of thoſe who defire to be im- 
priſon'd in leaden Coffins till the Reſurrection, and to pro- 
tract the Corruption of their Fleſh, out of which they ſhall 
be generated de Novo As if they dreamt of riſing whole, 
as they lay, down, and carrying Heſb and Blo:@ into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, without a Change. En 

For my Part, I admire the Indian Obſequies; and were it 
not againſt the long eſtabliſhc Caſtom of my Countiy, wou d 
ſooner bequeath my Body to the Fire, than be inhum d; that 
ſo I might be ſooner reſolv d into the Elements of which I 
was firſt compounded. te 

Let inſtead of that nearer way to Diſſolution, I cin be 
contented to undergo the tedious Converſation of Hi 
and Serpents, thoſe greedy Tenants of the Crave, Who will 
never be ſatisfies. till rhey have eat up the Grund. Landlord, 

Ido nox puzzle my felt with projettine how my ſcattered 
Aſhes ſhall be collected together, neither do I for that Rea- 
ſon take Cafe for an Urn to encloſe them, I am ſatisfied, 
that at the laſt Trumpet, I ſhall riſe with the ſame Inarvidu- 
al Body, I now carry about me, tho” there may not then 
be one of the ſame Individual Atomes to make it up, which 
are irs preſent Ingredients. For neither are they the 
ſame now. as they were twenty years ago. Yet I may be 
properly ſaid to have the ſame Individual Body at this Hour, 
which my ee forth into the World, cho! it is 


manifeſt, 
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manifeſt, that there is ſo vaſt an Acceſſior of other Par- 
ticles ſince that time, às are enough to make Ten ſuch Bo- 
dies as I had then. Which implies ſuch a perpetual Flux 
of the former, is *rwould be a Soleciſm in Philoſophy to 
think I have one of my Infant Atomes now left about 
me. | e e 1 * 
I after all this, I may be ſtill ſaid to have the fame In» 
diuidual Body as I had then, tho there be not one of the 
ſame Individual Atomes left in its Compoſition, why may we 
not af the ſame of the Bodies we ſhall have after the Re- 
ſurrection? Matter is one and the ſame in all Bodies; the In- 
dividu ation of it, the eim and Iuum, proceeds only from 
the infinitely different rms which actuate it. Thus when 
my Soul at the Reſurrection, either by its own Energy, or by 
the Power of God, and Aſſiſtance of Angels, ſhall be rein- 
veſted with a Body, it is proper to ſay it will be the ſame 
Individual Body Thave now, tho' made up of Atomes which 
never before were Ingredients of my Compoſition ; ſince not 
the Matter, but the Form, gives a Title to Individuation. 
' am the more willing to believe this will be the man- 
ner of our Reſurrection, becauſe I think it not Decorous to 
put the Angels on the Prudgery of Scavengers; as if it ſhoul@ 
a: that Day be their Employment to ſweep, the Graves and 
Charnel-houſes, to ſift the Elements, and take in all the Re. 
ceptacles of the Dead, for Mens divided Bi . Not that 1 
think it impoſſible for God even this Way. co "accompliſh 


%. . 
* 


the Reſurreckion of the Dead, tho the Bodies &f all Mankind 
were crumbled. into” Dy ft And that Duſt ſcatter'd before 
the Wind, or diſtill'd into Water, or atrenuated into Air, or 
tho thoſe Bodies were eaten by the Beaſts of rhe Earth, or 
the Fiſh of the Sea, and thoſe Beaſts and 18 eaten again 
by Men. Tho they ſhou'd undergo all theſe Changes an 
Tranfmigrations, yet were they ſtill in the great Repoſitory 
of God. The whole: World in this ſenſe, being but as one 
Mo St nee STINT SH | 
great Store-houſe, and all che Element as ſo many cells 
therein; ſo that whereſoever we ſhall be laid up, whether 
in the Bellies of Fiſhes, Entrails of Beafts; or by various 
Alterations become the 'Fodd of Men, yer the great Architect 
of all things knows where to find our ſcatter'd Remnants. 
But why ſhould we Ab Kim in ſo infinite a Task, when 
the Work may as well be done a nearer way? And put him 
| to 
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co the Expence 6f tnulchalyitig rette when Fewer will 
ſerve che turn? When the'Grand Alarm is given; He can 
ſoon fit our Souls with proper Matter for their future Bb! 
dies, out of the Elements, as well as que of their o-wwu An. 
tiquated Embers. The Fewiſh Rabbins ſeem tô deny the 
gathering together our diſpers'd Aſbes, and aſſign che” 
Trouble to a certain fall Bone in every Man's Back, which 

they 14) never ſuffers any Putrefact iin, but remaining to 
the laſt Day in its Primitve Conſiſtency, impaſſible and 
incorruprible, is then een by a Dem from Heaven, 
which ' diffuſing jrs *Vertde like a Ferment, not only ani- 
mates and quickens this Sn Bone,” but alſo. attracts all 
the Homer, which formerly conſtitoted the Body, tho dif- 
pers'd in the remoteſt Corners, and moſt hidden Receſſes of 
che Vniverſe, mar ſnalling them in the fame Order as they 
had before che Dilution, and fo in a moment recovering. 
the Body to its Primitive State. But theſe are groſs Con- 
ceipts tor Chriſtians,who believe that our Bodies ſhall in thar 


: 


rear ind Final Change becotne Spiritual and Immortal, be- 
: 


at 
mg for ever diveſted of all the peruliar Circumſtances of 
JJ 0 Tp 
et the manner be how it will pleaſe God, Tam raviſh'd 
eb'rfiink What a bright and ſerene Morning the ReſurredHon 
will prove, after the Tong Wight of Death,” and the languith- 
ing Slambers of the Graue! How vigorous and active we 
ſhall rife. from our Beds of Darkneſs,” how merry and blithe 
from the melancholy Regions of Hœror and Silence! More 
riphely than Youth; ſtronger chan Lions; and ſwiſter 
than Eagles ! Full of Light, full of Joy, we ſhall ſoar a+ 
loft, and like well mounted Travellers po ir away through 


the Balyiy Air, and liquid Skies, till we arrive ar the Place 
700 admirable Manſims, and be welcam'd to the Houſe of 
I dare nor, with! fome of the Fewiſh Rabbins,ſay that all 
ſhall not riſe ar the great Day; much: lefs will L preſume, 
with others, to parcicularize ſo far, as to exclude all choſe 


% 


_ 


who perith'd in Nab's Flood ; or with 4 thitd ſorgto con- 

fine Ke Reſurrection to the Children of Mrael; as if we, that 

are of the Gentiles, were not capable of it as well as they. 

But above all, I reject the Cenſure of the Ta/mudiſts, who 

lay, that neither Bil, the Concubine of Jacbb, that lay 
+4 * | a wi 


, Sat 
£ | 
| 
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with Reuben; nor Doeg that cauſed Saul to kill Abjmelech 
and the Prieſts; nor Gehaxi the Servant of Elijah the Pro- 
phet, nor Achitophel, David's prime Miniſter of State, ſhall 
riſe from the Dead. Theſe are the Memoirs of Hebrew Su- 
perſiition ;- Invidious Remarks, the peculiar Hereſie of that 
over-weening Nation. FF 
Vet I am more ſcandaliz d at ſome Chriſtians, who will 
ot allow Sal vation to any Man that is not within the vi- 
ible Pale of their Church; as if the Eternal Sun of Juſtice. 
were Eclips'd to all that are out of their narrow Horixan. 
Surely He enlightens every Man that comes into this. 
World, and his Rays are not confin'd to Countries or Par- 
ties. He ſhines Univerſally, and no Man can trace him in 
the Zodiack of his Mercy. x. 333 
I dare not, tis true, ( with Juſtin Martyr) canonize the 
Philoſophers, and place Socrates and Heraclitus in Heaven; 
neither am I ſure that Ariſtotle, by his learned Treatiſes of 
Heaven, has obtain'd an Inheritance there himſelf, 'Tis 
too officious a Regard, and too bold a Charity, thus hap- 
ply to diſpoſe. of Particular Men, On the other fide, I 
read to paſs the Sentence of Damnation on all the antient 
Pagans, and to aver that none were ſaved that died before 
the fifteenth Year of Tiberius. Tho' the mere Light of 
Natural Reaſon was not ſufficient. to conduct them, nor all 
their Morality, enough to entitle them to Supreme. Felicity; 
Yer I cannot be perſwaded that the infinite Goodneſs 
would doom the vertuous Gentiles to the Abyſs of Miſcry.. 
Neither can any Man demonſtrate, That Chriſt was not the. 
Light of the Gentiles before his Incarnation, as well as af- 
ter; and ſince Abraham ſaw his Day and was glad, how do 
we know that Plato, Solon, Hcurgus, Pythagoras, Cyrus, 
and other wiſe Law-givers, Philoſophers and Kings, Men 
renown'd for their Prudence, Temperance, Fortitude, Chaſti- 
„, Liberality,: and the like Vertues, might nor alſo be fa- 
vour'd with a glimpſe of the Meſſess, the Deſire of all Nati: 
ops, before he appear'd in the Fleſh? Tho we have no 
Records in, Scripture of Hermes Triſmigeſtus, Zoroa$ter, 
Phocilides, Homer, Theogenes, Epictetus, Theſeus and Hercu- 
let, yet we cannot be aſſured, but that they had Faith, and 
expected the Redeemer to come, as well as Job, who was 


„ 


nod of the Hoy Line, but a Branch of the Gentiles. & 5 
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When I confider what Pains ſome of che wiſer Heathens 
have taken to ſind out che Truth; when I contemplate a 


Pfthagora travelling through Aſia, and particularly con- 


verſant in Paleſtine, an Empedocles joutneying into Aftich, 


to learn the Wiſdom of the -Z2yptians ;: an Alexander the 


Great falling at the Feet of the Hebrew High-Prieſt, I can- 


not think the Heathen: World to be ſo ignorant of the true 


Religim, as is commonly imagin d. They had a Balaam to 
inſtruct them, the Sybills to guide them to the Knowledge 


of a fucure Meſfias z and, for ought I know, ſome of them 


might have the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament too, or at 
leaſt a good part of them, even before that celebrated 
Tranſlation of the Septuagint, was extant ; fince it was eaſie 
for thoſe Gentiles, who had Commerce with the Jews, to 
procure Copies of their Law, when they were made Cap- 
tives in Media, Afſyria,  Agypt, and Babylon. 

An Eſther lying in the Boſom of Abaſuerus, a Daniel fit- 
ting at the ritt Hands of Nebuchadnexzar, Belſhazzer, and 
Darius, had fair Opportunities of inſtructing thoſe Heathen 
Monarchs, in the Myſteries of the Moſaick Law; And 
ſurely ſuch Holy Perſons wou d never neglect ſo noble a 
Work, as proſelyting the Kings and Princes of the Gentiles 


to God. | 


In the Days of Solomon, the Fame of the Fewiſh Nation 
had reach d the utmoſt Parts of the Earth, Kings came 
from far, and Queens from the remoteſt Borders of the Con- 
tinent, to be the Diſciples of that Royal Philoſopher,and Spefta- 
tors of the Hebrew Grandeur. How could then the Divine o- 
racles be hid from the Gentiles, or the Sacred Tradition of, 
Shilah to come, not be delivered to the inquiſitive Nations 


of the Earth! Without doubt the Eaſt ſaw the dawuing 


of the Star of Jacob, and the South could calculate his Me- 
ridian, even before he roſe. Neither were the North and 


the Weſt without ſome glimmerings of his Appearance. 


The Wife Men that came to adore him at Bethlehem, per- 
form'd but the Wiſhes of their Fathers, and the Eunuch of 
on Candaces made no Scruple to become a Chriſtian, 


when Philip had convinc'd him that He of whom the Pro- 


phers had ſo long forerold, was now come in the Fleſh. 
Surely he was the Defired of all Nations, . the Hope of the 


Gentiles, as. well as the Glory of his People Hrael. There- 


fore 
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fore I cannot number it _ the Commenidations of 


Cbriſtianity, chat a great part of thoſe who profeſs that 


Name, are fo preſumptuouſly uncharitable, as to daum all 


that were not of the Seed of Abraham before Chrift came 
in the Fleſh; as if Salvation were entail'd to one Family, 
and no Man cou'd go to Heaven that was not circumcis d. 


Much rather had I believe, That in the very Inſtant of 


Death, God reveal d the Myſtery.of Redemption to many in- 
nocent and vertuous Perſons among the Gentiles, and in- 
fus d a ſaving Faith in Chriſt into their Souls, at the very 


moment that their Senſes were forſaking their Bodies. 


Supplying their want of Scripture or Tradition, witli the 
Inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, .when «they were taking tlie 
laſt gaſp, and breathing out their on. N 
Or if this be not thought ſufficient, I will believe, That 
when Chris deſcended into Hall, he preach'd the Gl to 
the Spirits which were there in Priſon; not only thoſe who 
were diſobedient in the Days of Noah,” but all ſuch of the 
Race of Noah, as by compleating the Meaſure of their 
Sins, had ſunk themſelves into that Place, whether the 

were Jews or Heutbenc. And I cannot underſtand thaſe 
Texts of Scripture which mention his ſpoyling of Hell, and 
leading Captivity Captive, if they may not be applied 
to his Triumphant Deliverance of ſore of choſe Souls which 
were ſhut-up in the Infernal Caverns. ' Neither do I per- 
ceive any Hereſie in believing, there might be ſome vertu- 
ous Heathens in the Retinue he carried with Him from 
thence to Heaven, as well as ſome of the Sons of Vrael. 
However, leaving the manner of rheir Salvation to God, I 
will conclude, That it is unreaſonable, uncharitable, and 
has too much of the 7ew in it, to paſs the Sentence of 


Damnation on all the Gentiles, ſince the Holy Ghoſt has aſ- 


ſured us, That Cod is no Reſpecter of Perſons, but he that 
in every Nation fears Him, and works Righteouſneſs, is:ac- 
cepted of Him. „ 7 O85 e 3h een er 
Beſides, methinks if matters were brought to cherfeve- 
reſt Ballance, it would not appear Hectrodox to ſay; That 
as all Men ſinn'd in Adam, without their own perſonal 
- Knowledge or Conſent, fo {ome might be ſaved iH, 


even without a particular and perſonal Belief in Him, df 


* F - 


whom perhaps they never ſo mueh as heart. 


— 


Some 


Some Grains of Allowance may be given to the involunta- 
ry Failties of Humane Nature, ſome Indulgence granted to 
the invincible Ignorance of a great Part of Adam's Poſterity, 
who if they knew not the HIGH-WAT to Heaven, which 
was reveal'd to their Brethren the Jews and Chriſtians, 
might yet be conducted thither by ſome B7-PATH; ſince 
it is too narrow a Conceit of Gods Mercy, to chink, that- 
becauſe he had chiefly maniteſted it in the Royal Road of 
the Law and the.Goſpel, therefore he could never go out 
of the beaten Track. This were to retrench the Divine 
Prerogative, and to tye Him up to limited Conditions, 
whoſe Ways are in the Great Deep, and whoſe Foor-ſteps' 
no created Being can trace. 1 l 

The Satisfaction I have of the Soul's Immortality, if it 
amounts not to a Demonſtration, may yet be numbred a- 
mong thoſe Proleptich Ideas that need none, as being ſelſ : e- 
vident. It is a Parallel with firſt Principles, and has e- 
qual Force on my Underſtanding; for I am not more 
convinc d, That one and two make three, than that the Soul 
of Man is immortal, So that I make it not ſo much an A- 
ticle of my Faith, as a Propoſition of my Reaſon, and a Con- 
clufion of Science. Yer I do not always go ſo far round a- 
bout, as by a long Train of Logical Deductions and Infe- 
rences, to diſpute my ſelf into the Remembrance of my 
Immortality. This indeed were neceſſary to perſwade ano- 
ther, bur 7 have a nearer Method to comfort my ſelf with. 
the Demonſtration of this Noble Truth, while it becomes. 
an Object of my very Senſe, and I can feel that Immortality- 
in my ſelf, which my Reaſon tells me another is poſſeſs d 
of, as well as J. This is caſter to be experienc'd, than ut- 
ter'd in Words, is an Art not to be acquired without aſſi- 
duous Reflection, and ſtrict Animad ver ſion on our own. 
Thoughts. But the Fatigue is more than recompens d with, 
the ineffable Pleaſure that attends it; for when by a long 
and often repeated Practice, a Man has found the way te 
keep cloſe Pace with hjs own Intellect, in all its Flights and. 
abſtracted Starts from the Body, when he can ſtand on the 
Brink of the Immaterial World, and perceive what is before 
Him, perceiving alſo that he perceives ir, then *cis he en- 
joys Heaven by Anticipation, and foreſtalls his future Beatie, 
tude, by taſting Immortality & preſent, He is riſen "0p 

| | he 
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the Dead, before he dies; and lives an Eternity of Age: 
in a Moment, Neither is this a ſleeping Chimera, or a 
waking Dream, but a real Truth; which, as I have ſaid, is 
aſter practiſed than expreſſed. FO 
It was but a drowſie Conceit in thoſe Fathers, who 
fancy'd the Sou ſhou'd ſleep inthe Grave till the Reſurre- 
tion of the Body. Had they well traced the Nature of 2 
Spirit from its Principles, they wou'd not have provided a 
Dormitory for that Being which wou'd ceaſe to be, ſhou'd 
it ceaſe to act; ſince its very. Eſſence implies a Contradiftion 
to Reſt. I cou d as eaſily, and with equal Reaſon, believe it 
will be annihilated at its ſeparation from the Body, or at 
leaſt that it ſhall be metamorphosd into ſomething elſe, 
ſince if it continue the ſame it was before the Diſſolution 
of the Body, it muſt continue ro think; it being indeed no- 
thing elſe but a pure Thought; and how a Thought can 
take a Nap, is beyond the Verge of my Philoſophy to ap- 
prehend; neither do 7 know of any thing in Divinity that 
feems to countenance ſo dull a Theorem, As for thoſe 
Texts of Scripture which ſeem to adumbrate the Supreme 
Felicity of the Saints by the Notion of Reſt, I do not think 
they mean a Ceſſation of the Souls natural Energy: for how 
could it then be capable of that Seraphick Love and Foy, in 
the Beatifick Viſion, which is the chief Entertainment of 
the Bleſſed in Heaven? It ſeems rather to intimate the Soul'; 
Eſcape and Deliverance from the Troubles and Inquietudes 
of this mortal Life; which may very well be call'd 
a REST, and yet be confiſtent with an Adivity far 
ſurpaſſing that which it was endued with in the Fleſh, 
The Scripture clothes many abftruſe Myſteries in familiar 
Dreſſes, the better to accommodate them to the Concepti- 
ons of vulzar and ignorant People, who make up far the 
greateſt Part of Mankind ; and we muſt nor expect the ri- 
gid Definitions of Ariſtotle from the Sacred Pen-MHen, But 
when we come ſcientiſtally, and according to the Method 
of the Schools, to treat of the Natur of Things, we ought to 
ir them with proper and intelligible Terms, and purſue their 
Eſſences by a continu'd Progreſs, not by wild Fits and Starts, 
Tam not at all edified in the Not inn of the Bleſſe#:Fronity, 
| by che fight of a Triangle, neither can the whole Sy/Fem of 
he Mathematicks improve my Knowledge in this Point of 
1 Divinih. 
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Divinity. The three diſtin& Faculties of a Humane Soul 
are far from illuſtrating to me the Three Perſons in One 
Eſſence, ſince there is a Subordination in the Former, 
whereas there is an Equality in the Latter. Such Simili- 
tudes and Compariſons, ſeem not to me a Stenography or 
ſhort Characters, bur a falſe Spelling in Divinity. And 
tho' to wiſer Reaſons, and more Aﬀive Beliefs, they may 
ſerve as Luminaries in the Abyſs of knowledge, yet my 
Heavy Judgment will never be able to mount on ſuch 
weak and brittle Scales and Roundels to the lofty Pin- 
nacles of true Theology. All the force of Rbetorical Wie 
has not Edge enough to diſſect ſo rough a+ Subject; 
wherein the little obſcure Glimmerings we gain of that 


Inacceſſible Light, comes not to us in direct Beams, but by 


the faint Reflection of a Negative Knowledge. And we can 
better apprehend what it is not, than what it is, In the 
Diſquiſition'of his Works, I own, that thoſe do highly 
magtiify Him, whoſe Judicious Enquiry into his Acts, and de- 


liberate Reſearch inro his Creatures, return the Homage of 


a Devour and Learned Paraphraſe. But in the Contempla- 
tion of that Eternal Eſſence to which no created Thought 
can be adæquate, I will humbly firdown and filently admire, 


that which neither the Heart can conceive, nor the Tongue or 


Pen of Men or Angels can declare as they ought, and as it is. 

I do not affect Rhodamontadoes in Religion, nor to boaſt 
of the Strength of my Faith: I do not cover Tempta- 
tions, nor court Dangers : Yer I can exerciſe my Belief 
in the difficulteſt Point, when call'&to it; and walk ſted- 
faſt and upright in Faith, withour the Crutch of a viſible 
Miracle. Tcan firmly. believe in "Chriſt, without going 
in Pilgrimage to his Sepulchre, neither need I the Confir- 
mation that was vouchſaf'd to St. Thomas, that Proverb of 
Unbelief. However Ido not bleſs my ſelf, nor eſteem my Faith 
the better, becauſe I lived not in the Days of Miracles, nor 
ever ſaw Chriſt or any of his Diſciples. Or becauſe I was not 


one of his Patients on whom he wrought his Wonders. Both 


their Faith and mine were infus d by the Miniſtration of the 
Senſes, And as they boliev d becauſe they ſam, ſo I believe, be- 
cauſe I hear (undenyable Witneſſes give Teſtimom of) the 
ſame Matter of Fa#, Nor do I eſteem their Faith the 
more Extraordinary who lived before his Coming, fince 

"ES | | they | 
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they raiſed not a Belief of the future Meſſias, but on 
clear Prophecies, and moſt ſignificant Types ; being aſſured 
by the conſtant ſtream of Tradition from Father to Son, 
that what GOD had prederermin'd and foretold ro Adam 
in Paradiſe, to Abraham, to Facob, and the Prophets, 


ſhall infallibly be accompliſh'd in the fulneſs of Time. 


And I cannot ſee wherein their Faith had the Advantage 
of ours, that it ſhould deſerve to be eſteem'd more Bold 


and Noble, ſince they had an Tſaiah to preach rhe Goſpel to 


Them, who for the Eloquence of his Style, his moſt ac- 


curate and particular Enarration of the Birth of Chris, 


has acquired the Title of the Fifth Evangelist. *Tis certain 
both their Faith and ours reſts on the Divine Revelation, 
whether ir conſiſt in Propheſie of Things to come, or 
HiStory of Things paſt. The ultimate Object of our Belief 
is one and the ſame, that is, the Authority of GOD, 
They had cheir Sacraments alſo to ſtrengthen their Faith, 
as well as we. They were Baptized in the Cloud and in 
the Sea, they had Manna from Heaven, and Water out of 
a Rock in the Earth, They all eat the ſame Spiritual 
Mear, and drank the ſame Spiricual Drink as we ; for they 
drank of the Spiritual Rock of Ages, that followed Them, 
and that Rock was Chrit. . | 

I do not conclude from hence, That there is no dif- 
ference between the Sacraments of the Law, and thoſe of 
the Goſpel. Doubtleſs there is an Excellency in the Lat- 
ter, to which the Former could not pretend. The Ele- 
ments in Both are Natural, as Water, Manna, Bread, 
Wine, &c. ſo that in the Exteriour, neither of Them has 
the Advantage of the other. They were both alſo Con- 
duits of the ſame inward Grace and Spirit. Only herein 
lyes the difference, that the Jews had it but by Meaſure, 


whereas the Chriſtians receive it in Abundance. They 


touch'd but the Hem of Chyiſt's Garment, but we feed 
on his Body and Blood. They did but wade in the low 
Ebb of Grace, whereas we ſwim in the High- tide, and 
over-flowings of the Holy Spirit. Before the Everlaſting 
Sluces were drawn up; while the Heavens were kept ſhur, 


the Waters which were above the Heavens did bur diſtill 


gently on Mankind: The Divine Influence came Drop b 
Drop, here a little and there a little. But when ae 
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had once aſcended up on High, and open'd the Eternal 
Gates above, then he ſhowr'd down his Giits upon Men, - 
and ler looſe the Flood of Light and Grace, that ſo it 
might water the whole Earth, and make glad the City 
of GOD, which is the Chriſtian Church | 

The Sacraments of Chriſtianity are the Principal Chan- 
nels through which Eternal Life is conveyed to our Souls. 
By Baptiſm we are traniplanted from the Old Stock ot the 
Firſt Adam, and inoculated into Him, who is the True 
Vine, in whom we grow up as Branches, receiying 
Nouriſhment and Encreaſe by the Eucharift, which con- 
veys to us the vital Principles of Immortality and Salvati- 
on. I cannot ſpeak of this tremendous. Myſtery, with- 
out a Circumlocution, nor think of it without a Rapture! 
Itis ſuch a Complex of Riddles, as it hath pos'd the 
ſtoureſt Sampſons of the Church to ſolve: He alone was 
able to think and ſpeak aright of it in few words, who 
when he firſt inſtituted ir, ſaid, This is my Body, Tois is 
my Blood, That there is a real Change made in the out- 
ward Elements after the words of Conſecration are pro- 
nounc'd, is an Article of my Faith; bur the Manner how 
this Change is effected, is no Query of my Philoſophy. I had 
rather humbly believe, what I cannot comprehend, in 
this Venerable Sacrament ; than ſuffer any vain Diſquiſiti- 
ons to ſtagger my Faith. I ſee Bread and Wine both re- 
raining the ſame Taſte, Colour and other Natural Qua- 
lities of Creatures. Therefore 7 conclude there is no 
Alteration made in that which is the Object of my Senſes. 
The Change muſt be in the Spiritual Part, which only 
falls under the Intellect. And yer I believe this Change 
10 be Real, tho* I cannot ſenſibly perceive wherein, or 
how tis produced. Far be it from me, to enter into the 
Secret of thoſe who make a mere empty Hgure of the 
Blefſed Sacrament; as if we were made partakers only of 
mere Natural Bread and Wine in the Holy Communion. 
This is to follow the impious Steps of Manicheus and 


Marcion, who taught that our Saviour had only a Fan- 


taſtick Figure of a Body, not a Real one; as if they 
thought the Bleſſed Virgin Mary brought forth nothing 
but a Shadow, becauſe ſhe was overſhadowed by the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt. This is to out · Rrip Judas, and begin where his 


_ "Treaſon 
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Treaſon left off : And as he ſold his Maſter's Life, ſo we 
mould rob the Church of his Body and Blood, which he 
bequeath d to her in his laft Supper. Doubtleſs his Body 
is in the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, but not Bodily, or 
alter acorporeal manner, nor inveſted with all the groſs 
Circumſtances of Heſh and Blood, but after a Spiritual 
Manner, in a Myſtery roo profound for Humane Senſe or 
Reaſon ro comprehend. I am extremely pleas'd with. the 
Anſwer which Queen Elizabeth gave to the Biſhop of 
Wincheſier, when he demanded her Opinion of the Real 
Preſence ; ſaid ſhe, n 1085 


 *Twas GOD the Word that ſpake it, 

He took the Bread and brake it; 
And what the Word did make it, 
That I believe and take it. 


It was an ill-manner'd, as well as an envious Retort of 
him, that ſtood by and ſaid, Your Highneſſes Reply is 
like rhe Delphick Oracle, full of Ambiguods, Subcilty : 
He had difcover'd more Breeding and Charity, had he 
told her, That her Anſwer ſavour'd of his Wiſdom, who 
when tempted by the Phariſees with a Queſtion con- 
cerning the Lawfulneſs of paying Tribute to Caſar, 
took a piece of Money, and a whoſe Image and Super- 
ſcription was that ſtamped on it? They ſaid, Caſars: He 
replyed, Give therefore ta Cæſar, the Things that are Cæ- 
far's; and to GOD, the Things that are GOD*s. It is cer- 
tainly a neceſſary piece of Prudence ſometimes to obviate 
the Trains of an Enemy, with a witty Evaſion; which 
may be done without denying the Truth, or violating 
ones Conſcience, Thoſe who would trapan a Man with 
Queries, and make him a Tranſgreſſor for a Word, de- 
ſerve to be paid in the fame Coin, and by an Ingeni- 

. ous adapting of words and placing of Periods, be baffled 
in their Deſign, and ſent away like Fools as they came, 
without any better ſatis faction than they coufd reap from 
a Riddle. In my Opinion, it is but a Pious Scepticiſm 
to ſuſpend our Thoughts from determining the particular 
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Mode of Chriſt's being preſent in the Sacrament, ſince it 
is impoſſible ever to demonſtrate ſo recondite a Secret, | 


— * 
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telligences, perhaps look with Admiration, without im- 
proving their Knowledge. Ic is ſufficient te my bumble 


Faith, chac'my Redeemer is there, and that when 7 'wor- 
thily receive this Blefſed Sacrament, I ſhall receive the 
Author of it into my Tabernacle, and be united to the 


Heavenly Spouſe. This is the true Hidden Manna which 
nouriſnes both Angels and Men; This is the Bread of 
Life, which ſtrengtheneth Men's Hearts; This is the 
Wine which rejoyceth GOD and Man. This is that 


Heavenly Morſel which GOD has given us, as an Antidote 


againſt the Dregs of that Venom we all derive from 
Adam's eating the forbidden Fruit. | RK 

Ard he is a KIND PATSITIAN, who, when 
nothing elſe in the Divine Pharmatopea could be found 
available for ſo great a Cure, applies his mn Body,” to heal 
the Diſtempers of our Souls, and -his Blood to reſtorethe 
Spoyls of Humane Nature; it is grown even to a Proverb, 
ſaith Acoſta, among the poor Indians that have enter- 
tain d the Faith, He mu$t never more be unholy, that hath 
once receiv'd the holy communion. None but the Favourites 


of the King of Heaven, are admitted to this Immortal 


Bar quet. None but ſuch as have the Wedding Garment 


on, can have Accefs to this Table of Delicacies, this 


Re paſt of Royal Bainties. Many indeed (and too many, 
tis to be feared) are licenſed to come into the "Kings 
Anti- chambers, and to fit down in the Church, and taſte 


the outward Elements, but it is the Priviledge of his 
Saints only to enter his Cabinet, and be RegaPd with 
the coſtly Entertainment of his Secret Table, and to 


partake in the New Wine of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. | | 185 

A Serious Chriſtian once told me, That if ever he was 
like St. Paul, taken up into the Third Heaven, it was 
when he firſt ſat down atthe Lords Table. e 
The Sacrament of the Lords Supper is the neareſt and 
viſibleſt Communion that can be had with GOD and 
Chriſt upon Earth. Here are the greateſt Revivings, and 
the ſweeteſt Refreſhivgs that a Pious Soul is capable of 
on this ſide Heaven it ſelf. Other Duties ſeem to be our 


Work, this our Meat and Wages ; other Duties are bur 


Ne- 
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preparative to this: Baptiſm, Praying, Preaching, Hear- 
ing, Meditating, Conferring, are all ordained but to fit 
us for this High and Myſterious Ordinance. Here you 
have all the Benefits of the Covenant of Grace, folded 
up in one Rite, Here is the whole contrivance of Salvation 


repreſented in a little Bread and Wine, whereby GOD 


inviſibly ſeals up an aſſurance of his Everlaſting Love 
upon our Hearts. . 8 

As to the PoSture of Receiving, I am not ſcrupulous, 
being willing to conform to the Cuſtom of rhoſe with 
whom I communicate: I can receive on my Knees with- 
out Danger of Idolatry; or STTTING, without the 


Guilt of Contempt. This latter I eſteem of greater 


Antiquity, it being the Poſture wherein Chriſt communica- 
zed to his Diſciples. at the laſt Supper ; unleſs ir be ſaid 
they lay - along, according to the Mode of the Eaſtern 
People in thoſe Days. However, I do not think the 
Poſition of the Body, but the Preparation of the Soul, 
is required to render one a Worthy Communic ant in theſe 
Holy Myſteries. | | 

 Tcenſure not the Primitive Chriſtians, nor thoſe more 
MODERN ones, who Communicate frequently. We 
ſhould remember him often, that never forgets us. St. Au- 
guſtin counſelleth the more perfect to receive every Day, 
(and tis the Opinion of NEW-ATHENS that they are fit to 
receive the Sacrament, That don't live in a known Sin) 


yet I ſhall be timorous to approach theſe Holy Myſteries, 


without a Due Preparation, leſt 7 ſhould incur the 
Judgment which Sr. Paul has pronounced on thoſe 
who eat and drink unworthily. I have Charity for others 


who Celebrate this Sacrament Monthly, Weekly, or + 
Daily; but I ſhould have little for my ſelf, ſnould' I re- 


eeive, this tremendous Myſtery of Life, with leſs Prepa- 
ration than were requiſite to fit me for Death, It being in 


the Number of thoſe Medicines which either Kill 
er Cure, according to the Conſtitution to which they are 


applyed. 


If we examine the Rooks of Phyſicians, thoſe Regiſter: 


of Humane Frailty and Mortality, we ſhall. find no leſs 
than Six Thouſand Diſeaſes'on the Score, to. which Man's 


Body is liable. And tis to be teared the Diſfempers 4 h 
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the Soul come not ſtiort of the Account. What is Pride 
but a Tympany ? Luft but a Feavour ? Drunkenneſs but a 
Dropſie? Envy and Malice but the Conjumption of the 
Soul? To obviate thete and innumerable more Spiritual 
Maladies, GOD has (as a Token of his Infinite Bounty) 

iven his Miniſters C ommiſſion to diſpenſe to the Sons 
of Men the Sacrament of his Body and Blood, as a Divine 
Carholicon, or Cure for | all ] tlie Diſeaſes which are in- 
cident to our Souls, but with this Condition, That he 
who partakes of theſe Holy Myſteries unworthily, inſtead 
of being healed, does but increaſe his Malady, work it 
up to a dangerous Criſis, if not to a deſperate. Paroxiſm, 
which affords no Hopes, but a fearful Expectation of 
Judgment to come. Cyprian tells us two remarkable Stories, 
that one coming to the Sacrament, after the Miniſter had 
given him the Bread, and he going to eat it, it ſtuck 
in his Throat; Gladium ſibi ſumens non cibum, faith he, he 
received his Bane inſtead of Bread, the other came and 
took the Bread into his Hand; and when he went to eat 
ir, there was nothing but Aſhes in his Hand. This Ap- 
prehenſton, (L own to my Grief) has had ſuch Influence 


on me, às to reſtrain me long from approaching the 


Holy Iuble. I tremble at the Thought of Eating and 
Drinhing my own Damnation, and of trampling under- foot 
the Blood of the Eternal Teſtament. „ 

I love not to humour my SPLEEN, or gratifie my . 


pocondria, by inveighing againſt the Luxury of the preſene 
Age, as if it were worſe than thoſe of old, and that our 


Hre. father t did not Eat and Drink to Exceſs, as well as 
we 2 The preſent Intemperance of Mankind is but the 
Tranſmigration of the Firmer: And our Poſterity fhall but 
act o' er the Patterns we ſet them. Drunkenneſs is as old as 
Noah's Hood, and Epicuriſm began with Adam. The one 
had no ſooner efcaped the Univerſal Inundarion of 
Water, but he had like to have been drown'd in 2 
Deluge of Vine; And the Other not content with the 
large Indulgence and Commiſſion GOD had given him 
to eat of the Fruits of Paradice, muſt needs leap the 
Fence which guarded the Forbidden Tree, and when he 
might have Banquetted without Satiety or End on the 
Faieties which would have given him Life and Immorta- 
; | 11 3 
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24 The NewPaactice of Piety. 
lity, he plays the Glutron, and Surfeits himſelt with the 
Plant of Death and Damnation. His Children ſoon 
learn'd to tread in their Father's Steps, and Gluttony 
was equally propagated with Mankind, And tho' that 
REPAIRER of Adam's almoſt Shipwrackt Progeny could 
be abſtemious, when he might have furniſh his Table 
with all the Beaſts of the Earth and Fowls of the Air at one 


Meal, yet he could not refrain from the tempting Fruit 


of the Vine. His Ebriety was alſo catching, and the In- 
ceſtuous Off-ſpring of Lot ow'd their Original to the 
Blood of the Grape. Before the Flood, Men were buſied 
in Banquetting and Riot; ſo they have been ever ſince, 
and ſo they will be, to the End of the World. Men 
are great Followers of Antiquity in the Practice of theſe 


Nies, by . 
Board of Vitellius, that at 


For my Part, I envy not the 
one Meal, was covered with two Thouſand Fiſh, and double 


that Number of Fowls. Neither do I covet the more 
Expenſive Feaſts of Heliogabulus, The refin'd Luxury 
of Cleopatra feems to me leſs Sordid, tho' the more 
Prodigal, who at one Draught ſwallow'd down a Kings 
Ranſom. It was not her Palate ſhe gratify'd in that Rich 
Portion, but ſhe humour'd the Guſt of her Ambition; 
which is a Sublimer ſort of Vice, and may not unfitly be 
call'd the Gluttom of the Soul, while it Revels on the 
Breath of Fame, and Epicurizes with a Chamelion-like 
Appetite on the Air of Honour, | 
Fntemperance is the blind fide of Mortals ; it is our 
fofr Place, where we ſuffer our ſelves fo be ſtroak'd 
and tickl'd ro Death by the flattering Serpent. This 
made Iſaac miſ place his Bleſſing for a Piece of Veniſon, 
and his Son to fell his Birch-righr for 2 Meſs of Pottage. 
The Italian Proverb hits the Glutton Home, when it 
fays, He digs his Grave with his Teeth, and cuts his 


Throat with the Knife that carves his Meat. 


Rioting and Drunkenneſs were formerly eſteemed the 
National Sin of Germany only, but I believe other Na- 
tions may put in for a fare in the Charter, It is the 
Epidemich Vice of the whole VVorld. Men fall paffionately in 
Love with it, as if they were of Muceus the Poct's Opi- 


nion, who held, That perpetua! D. unkenneſs was the only 
Reward 


* > 
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Reward of Merit and Vertue. The very Mahometans 
chemſelves, who are expreſly forbidden by their Lay 
to taſte of Wine, being told by Mahomet, that there is 


 lodg'd a Devil in every Grape, are ſworn Votaries to Bac- 


chus, and the greateſt Drunkards on Earth. 

For my own Parr, I could be content with the Diet of 
Johannes de Temporibus, who when he had lived three 
Hundred Years, being asked by the King of France, whas 
method he took to preſerve his Life to ſo great an Age; 


Replied Intus Melle, extra Oleo. I ſay, I could be con- 


tent with his Diet, not ſo much for the ſake of Spin- 
ning cut my Life to Centuries of years, (which yet I 
believe were not altogether impracticable in one of my 
Conſtitution) as that by a conſtant and habitual De. 
ſuetude of merely Animal Enjoyments, I might the more 
cloſely and vigorouſly attend the Operations of my Soul, 
and be always awake to the Superior Faculties of my Mind 
and Intellect, Anima Sicca, eff Anima Sapiens, was a true 


Maxim of the Philoſopher, And the Sons of 'Mineiva 


exeperience it. 


I abhor the Superſtitious Cant, and Diſcriminating 
Shibboleth of Enthuſiaſts, who muſt needs take upon 
them to alter the Form of ſound Words; as it the 


Diale& of the Primitive Church were grown obſolete, 
or thar the Apoſtles underſtood not the Orthography of 
Chriſtian Faith. I like not thoſe Spiritual Boutefeus, who 
take a great Deal of Pains to breed a Quarrel between 
Religion and Nature, and ſet thoſe two twins. together 
by the Ears; as if we could not be good Chriſtians, 
unleſs we deny our Senſe and Reaſon, Certainly it is 
not the Buſineſs of Religion to Supplant and Extir- 
vate Nature, but to prune and rettifie it. Religion 
is that which poliſhes and fmooths the Roughneſs of 
laps'd Humanity, pares away the Vicious Knobs which 
grow up with us trom our tainted Embryo, and by variovs 
inſtruments of Grace forms and ſquares us into fic 
Materials for GOD's Holy Temple. The VVork of Kegene- 
ration ſeems in ſome manner to copy that of Creation. The 
Holy Ghoſt at his firſt Viſit, finds us in our corrupt 
ſtate, bur meer Chaos, a confuſed Heap of Paſſions and 
Scnſual Appetites; our Reaſon, that Light of our * 
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lies Dormant, ſmother'd as it were by our Animal Faculties; 
Darkneſs covers the Face of this Microcoſm, till he give 
the Word, Fiat Lux, and by a forcible Energy ſtrike 
ſome Divine Sparks out of our Flinty Hearts. Thus ſe- 
arating the Celeſtial Parts from the Terreſtrial, and Sub- 
imating us into the Similitude of his own glorious 
Eſſence, enduing us with Faith, without deſtroying our 
Reafon, and inſpiring us with Charity, without extermi- 
nating our Paſſions. Thus 7 can believe the moſt 
rranſcendent MySeries of our Religion, and yet not be 
guilty of an implicite Credulity and blind Devotion: 
And I can practiſe Chriſtian Moderation, tho' I cou'd ne- 

yer learn the Stoical Apathy. | 
7 highly value the Sacred Scriptures as the Oracle of 
Divinity, and Rule of Faith: Yet 1 eftem them not a 
Syſtem of Philoſophy, or a Pande& of natural Science, 
They are able to make us Wiſe unto Salvation, and per- 
fe& in the Knowledge of GOD, through Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, bur they inſtruct us not in Humane Curioſities, nor 
acquaint us with the Theory of all his Works. That 
frighrful Caution of the Apoſtle { beware, of vain Philoſo- 
phy] is no Bug- bear to my Studies, nor can it ſtartle my 
harmleſs Enquiries into the Secrets of the Elements, J 
will not be afraid of prying into the Circumſtances of 
the Earth, ſince Fob has told us, it is hang d upon Nothing; 
nor of caſting my Eyes up to rhe Heavens, and exa- 
mining the Motions, Influences and Operations, of the 
Sun, Moon and Stars, ſince the ſame Holy Patriarch was 
poſed with this Aſtrological Queſtion by God himſelf, 
Canſt Thou reifrain the ſweet Influence of the Pleiades, or 
looſe the Bands of Orion? There are many Natural Ob- 
ſervations in the Bible which may ferve as Hints or Spurs 
to more accurate Diſquiſitions : But in no Place that 1 
know of, does it ſet a Non Ultra to thoſe Sober Enqui- 
rers, who by making a Modeſt and Judicious Search 
into the VVorks of the Creation, are capable of returning 
a more exact and conſummate Praiſe to the Eternal 
Architect. Indeed, moſt (if not all) the Manual Trades 
in the World, are but the ſeveral Species of Practical 
Philoſophy : While the Mechanick purs in Execution the 
Theory of the Studen, and what the One dictates from 
| the 
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the School of Nature, the other Experiments in the Sh 


of Art. Neither would Men know how to keep them- 
ſelves in Action, or maintain Commerce, were it not for 


the Sake of Philoſophy. To this are owing all the Ad- 


vances and Progreſſions that Ingenious Men have made in 
their Callings and Occupations. And every Smith, Car- 
penter, Maſon, Cc. that makes an Improvement in his 
Craft or Myſtery deſerves the Title of Virtugſo, and to be 
number'd among the Philoſophers. | 

Among all the Sciences, there is none to which (had 


Ileiſure) I could be more devoted than to Aſtronomy; and 


for this Reaſon, 7 could raiſe a Pyramid to the Inventors 
of the Teleſcope, That Happy Midwife to new Diſcoveries 
in the Heavens; and think my ſelf noleſs oblig'd to him 
that firſt found our the MOTION of the EARTH. Both 
have Enfranchis'd me from the Slavery of Prepoſſeſſion, 


and taught me to unthink the Sentiments of my greener | 


Years, Methinks I owe no Allegiance ro Ptolomy; and 
am perfectly wean'd from the Magiferial Dictates of the 
Stagyrite. I cannot ſo readily believe that the SUN 
moves above two Hund red and Fifty Thouſand Miles 
every Minute of Time, as that the Earth moves Eighteen 


Miles in that ſpace. And that the Planet Saturn moves 


ren, and the fixed Stars a Hundred Times faſter and far- 
ther than the Sun in the ſame ſpace, which muſt be the 
Conſequence of the Earth's Kandinę ſtill, and the Suns 
Motion. It ſeems no good Divinity to me, to expect 
that from GOD's Infinite Power, which is repugnant to 
his equal Wiſdom and the Laws of Motion which he has 
Eſtabliſh'd in the Univerſe; This were to make one of 
his Attributes Claſh with another, and to calumniate his 


Holineſs, which conſiſts in the Harmony ot them all. 1 : 


adore his Omnipotency, and tremble at the Thought of 
calling in Queſtion the Power that made All things ef No- 
thing. Vet I think it myDuty to be Wiſe as well as Devour, 
and ro ſpeak rightly as well as reverentlyj of his Divine 
Perfections. As his Word is the Rule of my Faith, ſo his 


Providence is the Pole-Star of my Reaſon. And in 


the Scrutiny of his Works I do not ſo much enquire what 
he uſes ro do. Being aſſured that as nothing is to 
um Impoſſible, fo he has ſtzred the Being, Actions, 

| Paſſions, 
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Paſſions, Qualities and Circumſtances of all things, ori 
dering them in exact Number, Weight and Meaſure, 80 
that, 4 poſſe Dei ad eſſe Rei non walet Conſequentia. He has 
fix'd the Laws of Loco-motion in Corporeal Subſtances, 
and ty'd up the Primum Mobile it ſelf to a certain Pro- 
portion of Time and Diſtance, which it can no more 
exceed, than the ſmalleft Wheel of a Watch. | 

Such prodigious WHIRLIGIGS, as the Heavenly 
Bodies muſt needs be, in the Pfrolomaick Hypotheſis, makes 
me giddy to think on t; and I believe they were troubl'd 
with a Vertigo, that firſt reel s upon the Notion: Or 
they labour'd under the deception of thoſe at Sea, who 
failing within fight of the ſhore, and not being able to 
perceive the Motion of the Veſſel that carries them, are 
apt to Fancy the Neighbouring Cliffs, Towns and Trees 
were under Sail, and ſteering a contrary Courſe, ſince they 
ſo appear to do. For not leſs ſilently do I believe the 
Earth moves conflantly round on her Axis, thus making the 
Natural day and night, without putting the whole Frame 
of the Univerſe into an unconceivable Hurry. 

The Planet Fupiter 1s diſcover'd by the Teleſcope to 
make the ſame Circulation in xo Hours, Mars in 23, and 
the Sun himſelf in 28 days. Theſe are no Chimera's 
or dreams of Poets, no Metaphyſical ſpeculations of Nus- 

- ſhell Brains, but Real truths, . demonſtrable by Art and 

Ocular Experience. And methinks it is a more Uniform 

Idea, if we ſuppoſe the Earth to be a Planet like the Reſt, 
and to take its turn in the ſeptenary dance round the 
Sun, who ts plac'd in the Centre of this Vortex; and is 
the true Apollo, to whoſe Muſick the whole Planetary 
Syſtem keeps time. I fear not the Laſh of Maurolycus, 
nor the Scourge of kis bigotted Brethren. If Copernicus 
was by them thought Scutica & Flage!lo dignus, for inno- 
varing on the Doctrines of Prolomy;, What was Ptolomy 
himſelf worthy of, who entrench'd on a greater Anti- 
quity, and undermin'd the Philoſophy of Ariftarchus 
Samius, who taught the Motion of the Earth above Four 
Hundred Years before Ptolomy was an Infant ? For my 
Part, I think it no Treaſon againſt the Common-wealth of 
Learning, to ſay, I prefer Galileos Tube to Ptolomy's 
Spectacles ; and the Diſcoveries of our Engliſh Royal So- 
| f ciety, 
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ciety, to the blind Conjectures of the Peripateticks, and 
the wild Speculations of Old Athens. 

When F was firſt inform'd that there were diſcovyer'd 
four new Stars moving about Jupiter, and three about Saturn, 
I was as well pleaſed, as they who received the earlieſt 


News of Columbis's landing in America. I am ſo far from 


being of Alexander's Humour, that inſtead of weeping. 1 


ſhould heartily rejoyee could I be credibly fatisfied,” | 
That there are ten Thouſand more Worlds, than are already 


di ſcoverꝰd. | 


7 am naturally Melancholy, and the weight of this | 


leaden Complexion does ſo depreſs my Spirits, That all 
the Race of Mankind on Earth ſeems too ſmall to afford 
Variety enough for a Relief. This makes me the more 
willing to believe what my Reaſon ſuggeſts to be true, That 
the PLANETS ARE INHABITED, Te is a lively, as well 


as a Rational Notion; and fince they are Dark, Opake 


Bodies, like the Earth we tread on, having no other 
Light but what they borrow from the Sun, and ſeem 
in all other Circumſtances to be adapted for Habitations, I 
ſce no Solæciſm in Philoſophy, nor Hexeſie againſt the 
Faith, to believe they are really Inhabited as is this Globe. 
That they have Succeſſion of Day and Night, and their 
Satellices or Moons to pgive them Light by Night, even as 
we, is demonſtrable to the Eye by the help of the 
Teleſcope. But there would, in my Opinion, be little need 
of all this, were there no rational Inhabitants in thoſe 
Cœleſtial Globes. It is a faſtidious Pride in Man to Faney 
all this Glittering Furniture above was only made for 
Ornament, or for Shepherds to gaze on in the Night, or 
for ſome other Inferior uſes of the Sons of Adam. And 
tis a narrow Conceit to imagine, that tho“ this Globe 
be plentifully Inhabited by all ſorts of Animals, not 4 
Turf of Land, nor a Puddle of Mater being without its 
Tenants, yet all choſe ample and glorious Bodies above, 


mould lye empty and vacant, tho' ſome of them be far 


bigger than our Earth, and for ought we know, may be 
ten times more commodious for Habitation. Thoſe Paſſages 
in Sr. Paul's Epiſtles to the Philippians 2. IT. Epheſ, 1. 9 
ro. Colof. 1. 16. ſeem to be calculated for the Inhabji- 


tante of thiſe Heavenly Bodies. And his Emphatical words 


in 
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in Toheſ. 3. 9. ſeem to be but à Tranſcript of the 


Revelations he receiv'd, and of the Things he faw when 
he was Rapt into the Third Heayen, viz. That there are 
fome in thoſe Heavenly Places, even Principalities atid 
Powers, to whom the manifold Wiſdom of GOD in 


Chriſt was made known, and that they were not only 


Created by Him, but for Him, and that they and we are 
all ef 4 Family or Deſcent, Theſe may be ſome of the 


dppyre prueme wiich that Holy Apoitle ſpeaks of in 


2 Cor. 12. 4. Words and Myſteries which could not be 


urter d. And for qught I know, «hoſe Beings which he 


calls Principalities, Powers, Mights, Thrones and Domi- 


nions, may be no other than the ſeveral glorious Colo- 
nies of the Cœleſtial Family dwelling in the Stars, who 


all believe in the ſame Eternal Jeſus, even as we do, an 

through his Meditation make their Approaches to GOD 
the Father. This may be the farther Fellowſhip of the 
Myſtery of God, hid from the Beginning. This the untrace- 
able Richcs of Chriſt, which put St. Paul to an & Bd0G- 
& Varney gd Tic duda, ans. O the Depth 


of his Wiſdom! O the Superlative Greatneſs of his Pow- 


er! But whether the Planets be Inhabited or no, this Tam 
aſſured of, and can produce an Hundred Authentick Wit- 
neſſes, that they are Dark Bodies, like the Earth we tread 
on, and that they have no Light but what they receive 


from the Sun, which alſo they do but partially enjoy 


like us, by Succeſſive Hemiſpheres, kaving their Day 
and Night meaſur d out to them proportionate to the 
Time they take up in moving round their Centers. | 

When I have tyred my ſelf with following theſe viſible 
Mtions of Nature, T retire Home again, thinking ro take 
Sanctuary in my ſelt, and find a Reſt in the Contempla- 
tion of my own SOUL + Bur there I do but commence 
a new Fatigue, and am hurried about in a perpetual 
Circle by an inviſible Energy within me. I think, {peak, 


and ad with infinite Variety, yet know not how J per- 


form theſe different Operations. 7 know my ſelf to 
FEEL out my 


own Inde pendency on the Body. I look on this Houſe 
of Clay I carry about wich me, to be only my Priſon, 
But how Iam confin'd to this Priſon, I that am but a 
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poor Scintillation or Spark of the Eternal Sun, is a 
Ridale which J cannot ſolve. I can better imagine how 
a Beam of our Viſible Sun may be united to a Marble 
Statue, than that a pure Thought ſhould be faſtned to a 
Clod of Earth, from which it cannot free ir ſelf but by 
Death, though it can pervade all the Univerſe beſide. 
What Cement is it that thus cloſely ryes together g π]ẽ2 
ſuch incompatible Eſſences, as Heaven and Earth, It 
and Darkneſs, Spirit and Body ? This is a Knor muſt 
be left for Elia to untye, and is indeed one chief Argu- 
ment of the Ship-wrack of Humane Reaſon, fince not 
only all other Things are obſcure to us, bur we are ſo to 
our ſelves, the neareſt Objects; even our own Domeſtick 
Operations are as incomprehenſible to us, as thoſe that 
are fartheſt of, The Things that touch us, — very 
Faculties by which we touch, ſee, underſtand, &c. are as 
diſtant from us as the Vinth Sphere, and we are as much 
ſtrangers to our ſelves, as to the Inhabirants of Terra 
Incognita, . © WH 4d 9 1 

There wou'd be nothing more welcome to me, than a 
HISTORY OF MY ORIGINAL, for I do not 
compute my Age or Family, by the ſhort Chronology of 
the Pariſh-Regiſter ; nor do I think. my ſelf much the 


older by my Mother's Additional Record of Nine Months, 


Iliv'd in her Womb. I efteem her Reckoning from my 
Conception, hut the Tragick Memoris of my Death; and 
thoſe which by moſt are accounted the Chambers of Life, 


and Shops of Generation, are no better in my Judgment 


rhan the Receptacles of the Dead, Seminaries of Cor- 
ruption, the Graves of Souls defun# to the Higher World, 
For I believe I was then Born when the Morning Stars 
Sang together, and when all the Sons of GOD ſnouted for 
Joy. Trime my INFANC Y wich that of the Unt- 
verſe, and eſteem no Man older or younzer than my ſelf, 
no not the Angels themſelves, believing that all Spiritual 
Subſtances were Created together, in the Beginning. I 
will not, with ſome, accuſe Moſes of ſcantineſs in his Hi. 
flory of the Creation, becauſe according to the Letter he 
ſeems ro take but little notice of Immaterial Beings. © The 
Hebrew Cabbala, with the Commentaries of their Learned 


Ra) bins, and ſome of the Primitive Fathers of the 
| | N I Chriſtian 
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Chkriſtian Church do: ſufficiently. evince, That there are 
Sreater Myſteries contained in the Three, firſt Chapters 
ot Geneſis, than the bare Letter, or Vulgar Tranſlatiens 
ſeem to exhibit. There is 2 Sacrament in that Holy 
 Jzanguape; + which - whoſoever partakes of, can be no 
Stranger to the Natutal and Divine Truths / couch'd under 
Its To ſuch an One, the Hiſtory of the Torefiriel Adam's 
Happy State in Paradife, and his Baniſhmenc from thence, 
Will be an Hieroglyphick of the Original Beatitude of the 
Immaterial World, and the Degeneracy. ot Humane Souls, 
their Deſcent from the Mcherial Manſions, and Comfine- 
. ment to Houſes bf Clay; as well as of the Fall of Angels. 
ſeem ro my ſelt; not without Reaſon, to embrace 
the Doctrine of the PRAEXISTENCE. OF 
_ -SOQULS, ſince it was among the Credenda of many 
Antient Sages, à peculiar Tradition of the Fews, and the 
general Opinion ot all the Eaſt. That Queſtion which 
was put to our Saviour concerning the Man that was born 
Blind, Whether it was for his own ſins, or thoſe of bis 
Parents, ſeems clearly to imply, That he was in a Con- 
dition or Capacity of ſinning before his Birth; which hoy 
it could be, without ſuppofing rhe PRAZEXISTENCE 
of his Soul, is paſt my Divinity or Philoſophy to un- 
riddle. The various Conjectures alſo which the 7ews 
made ot Chriſt, according to the Report of his Diſci- 
ples, when ſome ſaid he was Elias, others that he was one 
of the Prophets, - a third ſort, that we was Fohn the Baptiſt 
riſen from the Dead, are evident Arguments, That the 
Doctrine of Præexiſtence, and a Meterpſychoſis, was eſtas 
bliſh'd as part of the Creed of that Nation. Of which 
alſo that paſſage in the Wiſdom of Solomon is no obſcure 
hint, where the Author ſays, Or rather being a good Spirit, 
I came into a Body pure and undefiled. Neither am I ſtartled 
I find nor Chriſt, or any of his Apoſtles aſſerting, or ſo 
much at mentioning any ſuch Doctrine. St. Johns . 
Perbole in the laſt verſe of his Goſpel, ſatisfies me, that 
I muſt not expect to find all that our Saviour did and 
faid, regiſter d by the Evangeliſts: And St. Paul's fre- 
quent Exhortation to hold faſt the Traditions that he had 
imparred to them, whether by Word or Epiſtle, convince 
me, That it is not unreaſonable ro conclude, * Ne 
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deliyer d many Doctrines in his Sermons, which he had 
no occaſion to mention in his Letters to the Churches: 


Among which this might be one. However, it is 4 
ſufficient Warrant to my Belicf, That 1 no where in all 


the ' Scriptures | can find this Doctrine reprehended. 
Which, had it been an Errour, cou'd not have eſcaped 
the cenſure of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, it being the Uni- 
verſal Tenet of all forts of Jew, except the Sadduces. 
When I conſider alſo that Origen and Ammonius tauglit 
ic in the Schools of Alexandria) Plotinus himſelf learning 


ic from the latter) and that all the Primitive Farhers who, 


were Platoniſts, aſſerted it not only as a Philoſophical, 


but alſo as a Divine Truth; I look upon it as an Effect of 


Gothich Barbarity and Ignorance, which afterwards over- 
ſpread all Chriſtendom, That neither this, nor hardly any 


other Point of Platoniſin, were countenanced in the 


Chriſtian Schools, but only the Dictates af Ariſtosſe and 
his Ghaſt Aperroes. In fine, that elegatit Flouriſh of 


' 


St. Auguſtine, Infundendo creatur, creando infundituy, is no 


RU L EOF MY FAITH in this Point, fince it 
faſtens ſo many irreverent Conſequences on 60D Al- 
mighty; neither can I believe the Soul to be ex Traduce, 
becauſe it carries in its Font ſo many Inconſiſtencies in 
Philoſophy, beſides the indignity that is done to the Soul 
thereby, which amounts to a true Scandalum Magnatam, 
ſince 'ris levell'd at the whole Order of immaterial Beings 
I muſt therefore believe, That I had a Being, LONG 
before I came into this Body, and yer not reſolve the 
Manner of my Exifence into a meer Potentiality, or an 
unactive ſlumber in the Boſom of my. Cauſes, as if I were 
then but a Seminal Idea in the Blood of my Fathers, or a 
Metaphyfieal Dream of my preſent Life. 1 believe I was 
in a State of greater Activity before I was conceivd by 
my Mother, than ſince ſhe hore. me; and for ought I 
know, have rang d all the Boundleſs Tracts of the Univerſe, 
been Nasuraliz d in the ſeveral Regions of the Sky and Air, 
till being tyred with ſo vaſt a Ramble, and willing to ty al 
Fates of Life, I was by the Force of a ſtrong Inclination, 
and the irreſiſtible Charm of rightly adapted Marter, 


allured into this Terreſtrial Body, here to; do PENANCE 


for the Faults of my Superiour Life, and in this Horizon, 
: F + | between 
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between the upper and the lower World, to make m 
Choice of Good or Evil, Light or Darkneſs, Life or 
Death, This unlocks all the Anigina's of Providence; 
and reconcils the harſher difficulties with which the Im- 
mediate Creation or Traduction of Souls is involved, It is 
the nobleſt Inſtrument of Vertue, the ſnarpeſt Spur to a 
Divine Life, whilſt it doubles the Hopes we have of being 
Immortal 4 Parte post, by aſſuring us we were ſo 4 Parte 
ante. And that it is not from any Arbitrary Decree of 
GOD, inconſiſtent with the reſt of his Divine Perfections, 
that we ſhall live for ever, but from our own Nature and 
Eſſence, being Created to ſubſiſt an interminable duration 
ot Ages. i 959 
I believe thoſe Books of the Fly Seripture, which 
are loſt, could they poſſibly be recovered again, would 
ſerve as a Lamp, to enlighten us in many Obſcurities of Re- 
ligion, Hiſtory, and Nature: And if the Writings of 
Faſter, . Iddo the Prophet, Cc. could inform us nothing 
of the PRAEXISTENCE of Sculs, tis very pro- 
bable the more early Oracles of Enoch would, ſince he was 
but the Seventh Soul that was drench'd in Terreftrial Matter, 
and led ſo pure and incorrupt a Life, as wou'd tempt 
one to believe, That he was awaken'd to the Memory of 
his former Kats, which for ought we know, miglit 
have no ſmall iniluence on his fucceeding Change. 
 Thave often wonder'd where St. Faw had ſo parti - 
cular an Account of Michael the Arch. Angels df pute with 
the Devil abcut the, Body of Moſes, that he was able to 
relate the very words that paſs'd between them. Surely the 
Fews had ſome Books, or at leaſt T raditions, which were 
elieved to be Orthodox, tho they were nor ſo much as 
mention d in the Sacred Canon; for we cannot without 
great Impiety imagine that the Holy Saint wou'd im- 
poſe upon our Belief any thing that was Foreign 
or Apocryphal. I am apt to conclude from hence, 
That there were many Traditional Dofrines entertained 
among the Hebrews, which are by us efteemed no better 
than Fables. wh ws 
However, tho? I am thus convinced of the Truth of 
our PR AE XISTENCE, and that this preſent 
Life, is but a Shadow or Dream in compariſon ot * 
e 6 Fd 
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we enjoy*d before our Immerſion in the Fleſh; yet I 
wouẽd not have this Dream interrupted by ary untimely 
or harſher ſtroke of deſtiny. I ſhou*d think it no incon- 
venience to live long! but rather a Bleſſing : That ſoa 
multitude of years mighe ſcum off the Froth and Bulla 
of our Appetites and Paſſions ; that ſo being eas 
we ane d from thoſe low Affections which brought us down 
to the Earth, we may without any diſquiet or turbulenc 
remount to our Ætherial Homes. For I am apt to thi 
that thoſe Souls who go out of their Bodies, with any 
remaining Reliſh upon them of the Body, like Fruit that 
is either pluck*d off, or ſhaken down by violent Winds, 
ſtill retain in their ſeparation, a raw and eager ſmack of 
the Fleſh, with a languifhing Byaſs towards it. Where- 
as he that has tarried his full Period in the Body, parts 
from it with Eaſe and Willingneſs, as Ripe Fruit drops 
fromthe- Tree. And therefore I do not wonder that the 
moſt general Scene of Apparitions, Ghoſts, &c. is the 
Church- yard, or ar leaſt that Place where the Body of the 
Spectrum was buried. And the removed Earth which 


covered the Cobler of Sileſia's Body, is a ſhrew*d intima- 


tion, Thar there are ſome Departed Souls, which if they 
ſeek nor a Reunion with their Bodies, yet endeavour to 
hold a kind of Correſpondence with them, even in the 
Grave. And thoC the Impoſſibility of being married again 
to theſe their dear Conſorts after that final Divorce, were 
enough, one wouẽd think, to cure the ir Impotent Deſires, 
yer they burn with a new Luſt, and commit a Spiritua 
Adultery in the unlawful Bed of the Grave. Theſe I look 
on as the Effects of a too early and violent Separation, 
and therefore eſteem Methuſelah and the Reſt of the Fa- 
thers before the Flood, happy; who prolong'd their years 


to the utmoſt ſtandard ot Humane Life, and ſeem'd not 


ſo much to die, (for that imports Violence) as voluntari- 
ly to forfake their old Rotten Habitations, ſhake Hands 
with their Bodies, and ſo return to the Ætherial Palaces, 
from whence they had ſo long ſtragled. 

Yet notwithſtanding the great Eſteem I have of long 
Life, as a Means rather to improve than impair us; I 
cannot promiſe my ſelf to out- live a Jubilee, tho“ I have 
already ſeen one Revolution ot Stern. Neither _ : 
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affect to make Popes, Emperours, Kings, and Gra 

Scigniours, the Land-marks in the C 3 of pa 
felt; Thar were to inſult over the Royal Aſhes of Princes, 
beſides the Ambition in Ranking my {elf in their Number; 
Merhinks I grow old, even at choſe Years, when the 
World counts me Young, and poſſeſs the Heritage of 


David's laſt Ten Tears of Fourſcore, in the Prime of my 


Age. dann if ret hes 
Indeed the whole Earth, and all this Planetary World 


ſeems to droop and decay. Every Species of Beings grow 


weak and languid, and ſeem to draw near their Diſſoluti- 
on. Yer tis needleſs to engage GOD in the Act, ſince 
tho! Creation was above the Force of Nature, yet Muta. 


tion is not, and no Annihilation can proceed from that 
Paternal Eſſence of Eſſences. It ſeems eaſie to me to 


believe, That the World will periſh upon the Ruins of its 
own Principles. And tho“ the preciſe Period of its De- 
ſtruction be not known to the Angels cthemſelyes, yet there 
are not wanting fome Philoſophical Rules, whereby one 
might venture to Calculate its Duration, and by obſerv- 
ing the various Attempts, Eruptions and Devaſtations 
made by FIRE already, one may conjecture about 
what Time that moſt ave Element ſhall be let looſe, to 


deſtroy this Face of the World, and transform this Superan- 


nuated Heaven and Earth into Newones, as the Holy Prophet 
has foretold. For as to Annihilation, I look on it as 2 
Chimera, or Non Entity, which cannot be ſaid to flow 
from Him who is All-being, and the Fountain of Exi- 
ſtence. It were eaſier to conceive chat Cold ſhould be 
the immediate Effect ot Fire, and Darkneſs the Natural 
Reſult of the actual Preſence of Light, than to think that 
Annihilation, or not Being, can proceed from Him who 15 


the Original Source of Being, from whoſe Divine power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs all Things flow by a Neceſſary 


Emanation, and continue in their ſeveral Perfections by 


as unalterable a Law as that which gave them; ſo that 
there can be no Vacuity ſuppoſed in their Eternal Subſiſt- 


ence, no Leaps or Starts from Something to Nothing. It is 
far more agreeable to the Principles of Philoſophy to 


.&anceive, That only the Grofs and Corruptible Part of 
3 = che 
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the Univerſe ſhall be ſubject to the Aion of Fire, ſuch as 
the Earth we tread on, with the other Planetary Bodies; 
but that the PU REST A THER ſnall remain for 
ever untouch' d, unchang d, the Sanctuary of the Bleſs d 
the Habitation of the Spirits of Juſt Men made Perfect. 
I am alſo confirmed in this Belief by ſomething more 
Sacred and Authentick than natural Philoſophy. For 
when the Royal Pſalmiſt in that Divine Rhapſody, calls 

upon the Heavens of Heavens, and the Waters which are 
above the Heavens, to praiſe GOD, he gives this for a 
Reaſon, (viz.) Becauſe he ſpake and they were made, he 
commanded and they were created. He eſtabliſh'd them 
to Eternity, and for Everlaſting Ages: He fix'd a Decree, 
which he will not diſannul. Then he calls vpon the 
Earth and all Creatures therein, to joyn in the ſame A 
7 Praiſe, but not for the ſame Reaſon; nor becauſe the 

arth ſhall endure for ever, but becauſe the Name of GOD 
alone is exalred, and his Honour above Heaven and 
Earth. Which Diſtinction ſeems to me an evident Ar- 
gument of the unalterable Stability of the Celeſtial and 
Atherial World, whatſoever Mutations and Changes the 
Terreſtrial may be ſubje& to. 
That thoſe immenſe Tracts of quiet ad impaſſible 
Ather ſhall be the Seat of the Bleſs'd, is very conſiſtent 
wich Philoſophy, and no ways repugnant to Diviniry 
However, let the Place be where it pleaſes GOD, we are. 
aſſured that the Entertainment and Joys do. far ſurpaſs | 
all humane Comprehenſion. Yet tho' we cannot have 
adequate Conceptions of ſupream Felicity, there are fome 
Land-marks, by which we may take imperfect Meaſures 
of thatRegion of Promiſe. The dim Light of Natural Rea- 
ſon may afford us a Glimpſe, or faint Proſpect of thoſe 
ſuperlative Joys, and the Opticks of Faith will improve the 
View, We ſhall have the ſame Nature and Faculries 
there as here, bur free from the leaſt Alloy of Frailty 
and Imperfection. Our Souls ſhall diſplay the radiant 

| Brightneſs of their Immortal Eſſence with ſtronger Vi- 

brat ions than the Sun, having no internal Scum of Con- 

—cupiſence, boylling out from the Center of a depraved 

7 Will or erroneous Underſtanding, to blemiſh and ſtain 

I thoſe unſported Orbs of Lights; nor a terrene groſs 

8 | - Body 
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Body to Eclipfe and ſhur up their ſplendors. But being 
ever bright and ſerene, they ſhall ſhine through their 
glorified and ſpiritual Bodies, as the Sun does through 
the pervios Air, or at leaſt, as he does ona bright Cloud, 
which drinks in his Beams torefle& them abroad with a 
more ſenſible Glory. We ſhall then ſee, not by receiy- 
ing the Viſible Species into the narrow Glaſs of an Or- 
ganized Eye, we ſhall then hear without the diſtinct and 
curious Contexture of an Ear. The Body ſhall then be 
all Eye, all Ear. All Senſe in the whole, and every 
Senſe in every Part. In a word, it ſhall be all over a 


-_ common Senſorium, and being made of the pureſt 


cher, without the Mixture of any lower or groſſer 
Element, the Soul ſhall by one undivided Act, at once 
perceive all that Variety of Objects, which now cannot 
without ſeveral diſtin& Organs, and fucceſſive Actions 
or Paſſtons, reach our ſenſe, From this Superlative Te- 
nutty and Claritude of our Bodies, will ariſe that in- 
effable Delicacy in the Senſation of the Soul, which will 
tranſport it with Delights infinitely tranſcending the 
Heighth of Mortal Voluptuouſneſs, nay and even thoſe 
more exalted Pleaſures which the Vertuous ſometimes en- 
joy here on Earth as Hretaſtes of their future Beatitude 
in Heaven. What here excites but an ordinary Emoti- 
on of Joy in the Soul, will there produce all Raptures 


and Ecftaſies- We ſhall be always in Parexifms of Love, 


ſuch are the tranſcendent Beauties of that admirable 
place! and ſuch rhe divinely amorous Bent of the 
Sout. We ſhall be always languiſhing, yet ever enjoying 
what we lanzuiſh for: Neither ſuffering the leaſt Pain 
through the Want of Fruition, nor through any ſatiet/ 
that ſhall attend ic: But through the Vigour of an Im- 
»orcal 4AFivity, we ſhall have ever freſhly kindled De- 
fices aud new Enjoyments, being diſſolvd in a Circle of 


Beatiule without Meaſure or End. 


| Here on Eirth Men generally ſtrive to Monopolize 
Pleaſure to themſelves, there being few of ſo generous 
2 Temper as to be ſenſibly touch'd with delight, that 
another ſhou'd parrake with them in that which they 
eſteem Felicity: This is the peculiar Advantage of the 


Heſs'd in Heaven, that even in the Heighth M 
_ 88 


. — bt bu a 


the Affairs of Immortal Love and Emp 9 where they 
poſſeſs Erernul Crowns and unfading Beanti there i 183 
lch Thing Fo inten as 4 9 20 or Competi UI tor, but 
every one*s Foy is e Enjoymenss o — 5 
5 16 oo aha ging hf bin 4 Neither wou d 
tity de Perfect, T a any Member of thae 
Hap y Soci be pres d not te have in full 
tion and ſnare of Beatitude. So communicative is the 
Love and Joy ol of thoſe Holy Souls, that they maſt ceaſe 
to love and enjoy themfelves, ſhou'd they defiſt from 
loving and rejo en in che, Happineſs of their Fellow- 


100 gens. ' - take our Meafures of their 
Jos from go common riences here on whe 
be no ſthalf Augrtenraion of their 2 
find thoſe very Fri which they had contraBled 5/ big 


below,tranflared to the 7 — above, when they ſhall both 
ſee and kuow thoſe whom they once loved on now 
to be made Denizens with in Heaven, with whar 
Ardours will they careſs one another 7 Jr ith what Tran- 
ſports of Divine Affection will they murually embrace, 
and vent thoſe Innocent Flames, Lich had fo long 
lain ſmothering in the Grave ! How paſſionately Rherori- 
cal and Elegant will their Expreſſions be, when their 
Sentiments which. Death had Frozen up, when he con- 
gea eal'd their Blood, ſhall now be Thamd again in the 
warm Aits of Paridife | Like Mer that have eſcap'd 1 | 
common Shipwrack, and fwim fafe to the 15 76 they 
will eongratulate each other's Ha — per with J , 
Wonder. Their firſt Addreſſes will le 2 DialeB wy ler- 
E . and ſhort, Periods, the moſt" Pathetick Language of 
e and bizh-wrought To And all rheir Con- 
Ke * even to Eternity, will be couchd inthe higheſt 
Strains and Flowers of Heavenly Oraroty, with Allelujahs 
intermixt. EY 
It much ſweefnerh the thoughts of Heaven to We, to 
remember that there are a_ mulritude of my Friends 
gone thither; to think ſuch à Friend char at ſuch a 
time, and ſuch a Friend that died ar ſuch a time, and 
ſuch a one another time (O what a number? of them cond 


1 and that all ak ta meet gain. — 
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11 4 queſtion with ſome whether we ſhall know each other in 
Heaven or no? But tis none with me; for . ſurely there 
ſhall no Knowledge ceaſe which now we have, but only 
that which implyeth our Imperfection, and what Imper- 


ſection: can this imply? Indeed we ſhall not know each 
other after the fleſh, nor by Stature, Voice, Colour 3 or. 
ourward Shape, nor by Terms of Affinity and Conſan- 


granity, nor by Youth or Age, nor, I think, by Sex, but 
by the: Image of Chriſt and Spiritual Relation, beyond 
doubt, we thall know and be known ; nor is it only 
my old Friends (ſuch as Hornech, Scot, Alſop, Taylor, Ge) 
chat I hall know in. Heaven, but all the Saints of all 
Ages, whoſe, Faces in the Fleſh I never ſaw. Lutber in 
his laſt. Sickneſs, being asd his Judgment whether we 
ſhall know one another in Heaven, anſwer'd thus, 
Quid. accidit Adam? e  Nunquam ille viderat Evam, Cc. 
i. e. Ho was it with Adam? fe had never ſeen Eve, 
yet he asketh not who ſhe ' was, or . whence | ſhe came, 
but faith, 'She.is Fleſh of m Fleſh, and Bane of. my Bone. 
And how knew he that? Why, being indued with the 
true knowledge of 60D, he ſo pronounced; after the 
tame ſort hall we he renewed by Chriſt in another Life. 
And we ſhall know our Parents, Wives, Children, c. 
much more perfectly than Adam did then know Eve. In 
Heaven we ſhall not only ſee our Elder Brother Chriſt,” 
but all our Kindred and Friends that living hefe in his 
fear, died in his favour: For ſince cur Savicur tells us, 
th. t the Children of the Reſurrection ſhall, be 1% 
equal to, or like the Angels who yet in the Viſions o 
Daniel and St. John appear to be acquainted wich each o- 
ther; fince in the Parable of the miſerable Epicure, and 
the happy Beggar the Father of the Faithful is repre- 
ſented, 2s knowing net only the Perſin, and preſent 
Condition, bur the paſt Story of Lazar : Since the In- 


ſtructer of the Gentiles confidently expects his converted 
and pious Theſſalanions to be his Crown at that great Day - 


Since theſe Arguments, beſides divers others, are afford- 
ed us by the Scripture, ve. miy ſafely conclude, that 
we ſhall know each other in a place where, ſince no- 
thing requiſite to id can be wanting, we may 
well ſupp ſe that we ſhall not want fo great a Satisfaction 


* 


45 n 


The New Pꝛactice of Piety/ 51 
as that of being knowingly happy in our ' own' ſelves," or 
Friends. l wack 25 „ 144 mp-phye,, avs 8 out 

Thus far we may venture to ſpeak of the lower De- 


grees of Celeſtial Bearitude, the MUTU AL LOVE 


AND ENTERTAINMENT OF THEE 
BLESSED. But who has ever mounted to the Higheſt 
Seale of Heavenly Bliſs? Let him come down and tell 
us the Myſteries wrapt up in the Clouds, the Secrets hid 
within the Veil of Inacceſſible Light! Let him deſeribe 
the Wonders of the Beatifick Viſion, and ſay, how deep 
the Rivers of Pleaſure are, which run by 60 D's Righe- 
Hand for evermore! For my part, I muſt confeſs. In 
laſt in that Abyſs of Wanders, - and therefore modeſtly: 


withdraw my Pen to Subjects more Domeſtich; aud 


within our Reach, and yet here I ſhall not paſs from one 
Abyſs to another, ſince every thing has a depth in it not 
to be fathomd by our weightieſt Senſe or moſt ſolid 
Reaſon. B13 : 1185 71955 257 et 1 
I have often tryd to dive into the PROFUNDITIES 
OF DEATH, but ſtill T find my Intellect too light a 
plummet, and the whole Thread of - Life, though ſpun” 
out. in FIN EST SPECULAT IONS 
would ſtill prove far too ſhort to reach the endle 

Tis true, there have been Men, that have tryed, even 
in Death it ſelf, to reliſn and taſte it, and who: have 
bent ' their-utmvoſt Faculties of Mind to diſcover what 


r 
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this Paſſage is; bur they are none of them come back td 


tell us the News. 


Au one was ever known to wake, 


Why once in Deaths cold Arms a Nap did take, 


yt OOO 0907 7 07 OR LNCFRL ENT 
- Caits Julius being condemn'd by that Beaſt Cali gula, 


7 — 


as he was going to receive the ſtroke of the Executioner, 


was askt by a Philoſopher, Well Caius, faid he, wheres 


about is your Soul now? What is ſhe doing? What are 


vou thinking of? I was thinking. replyed Cain, to keep 

my ſelf ready, and the Faculties of my Mind ſettled and 

xd, to try if in this ſnort and quick inſtant of Death 1 

| 1 215 | K 2 could 
5 | 


uv 
_ 1 


could perceive the motion of the Soul, when ſbe parts 
| 8 Body, and whether ſne has any 1 
Separation, that I may after come again to acquaint my 
Friends with it. . A F BI 
So that I fancy, there is a certain way by which ſame 
Men: make Trial what Death is; but, for my own part, I cou'd 
„„ , IR ir 5 ce 
I have ſometimes chought, whar would I give for the 
teaft glimpſe-of that inviſihle World, which the firſt Step 
I take out of chis Body, will preſent me with ; and that 
there was nothing in the whole Diſcourſe of Death, that I 
durſt not meet the holdeſt way, and have therefore often 
attempted. to LOQK HIM FULL IN THE 
FACE, that 1 me, 7 to die generouſly, but ſtill 
when it came to the pinch, Conſcience, that maler Co- 
\ wards of: us all, made ane of me, and I was fore d to ſhrink 
back with ſhame. „ ue rays © 
Ter ſurely the Terrour is not ſo much in Death it (elf, 
as the Tragick Pomp that goes before and after ir. The 
tedlious Diſcipline of Sickneſs, the formal ;Yifirs of Re- 
lations and Friends, their melancholy Looks, the fright- 
ful Harungue of the Phyſician, and our own diſmal Ap- 
prehenſions, compoſe that horrid Scene which renden 
Death uncomfortable. When the poor Patient, that per- 
haps may yet ont live his Fears of Death, and fee Milhons 
drop into the Grave before him, yet dies a+ Thouſand 
DEATHS. in his Hag-ridden Phancy, and makes 
his Bed his Grave; by ſtrength of an abus d Imagi- 
Tis only Fancy gives Death thoſe hideous Shapes we 
think him in; for indeed Death is no more than a ſoft 
and eaſie Nothing, or rather Natures play-day. I firmly 
think it is no more to die, than to be born; we felt no 
pain coming into the World, nor ſhall we in the act of 
leaving it, though in the firſt, one would believe, there 
were more of Trouble than in the latter, for we cry con- 
ing into the Horld, but quietly and calmly leave it. What 
is Death but 4 ceaſing to be what we were, before we were; 
we are kindled, and put' cut; to ceaſe to be, and 
wor 7 begin to be, is the ſame thing, Methinks it is but the 
brber day I came into the World, and anon I am leaving 1 6 
3 f 1 K or 
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for 4 am but in my Fortieth Tear, and at eſent in 
4 f. cath and Prev, yet 1look en my ſelf a a Man 
that rh one Foot i ray Grave already ; for David ſays, 75 
venty is the Age of and I have lived u near Forty Tears of 
that time Aw 53 longest of my deſign now is not a- 


2 of nothing mow bur ending, 
take my laſt leave. o eyery place I depart ſrom; alas / 
there is no 4255 with i when it in once turn * beyon on'd 
11 


him ws, we won Fig 0H, HOW TIME RUNS AWAY / 
and we are Dead, c er we have time to think ourſelves a- 


live ; one doth but Breakfaſt here, another Dine q hethar 


liveth longeſt, doth but Sup, we, mult: all go tc Bed in 
another World, therefore 40% Night N re, and gf 14 


' Morrow hereafter. 


Indeed our whole Life is bur one often repeated Step 


to Death, and we are 4s near it at the fit Minute of dur 
| ſetting aut as at 4 hundyed years end. For Peach sicher 


keeps an even Collateral Pace with us from: our: very 
Birth, or at leaſt, he he marches but one Step behind us alt 
the way of ay Life; ſo that when the appointed Time 

is come for "Him to execute his Commiſſion, he ſoon can 


reach forth his Hand, arreſt us, and ſtop our- farther 


Journey. Man in the Vigour and prime of bis art, 
Phancies himſelf. i in — 71 a Yaſh Plain; he looks 


behind him, and num W of Lite 
he has already taken, ee himſel that Death muſt 
alſo meaſure the ſame ſp years in his Purſuit, be- 


Fore he can o ertake him; 4 back, his. Eyes beforc, | 


he ſees a boundleſs Trad, an indeterminate Set of years; 


being thus deluded by the InchantedPre he ruſhes 
on, and bids defiance to pale fanguid Death, ima- 


gining he ſees him lagging afar off, at the firſt en- 
N of all the wide-ſtretch'd Maſte; ' whereas the nim- 
ble Skeleton is as far advanc'd as he, only keeps out of 
Sight, and will never be ſeen, till the very Moment 
he gives the Fatal Stroke. To whatſoever L IU AHT 
Man turns his Face, Death, like his Shadow. whips be- 


hind him ſtill, and is at his Back, but neer will 


FACE HIM TILL THE LATEST GASP. 
| | And 


105 was a f ane of lin chat being ack'd 
ught of Humane Life, fa 1 nG tid 
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And he that can ſtoutly bear his Looks for that one e- 
ment, ſhall never fee him more to all Eternity, Tis 
but the Fear of this Moments Pain, that makes our 
Lives fo uneaſie all along, And I am really aſham'd of 
this incorrigible Folly of Mortals, who ſpend fo many 
years in painful Diſquiſitions how to protract the Pain 
of one poor Moment, and undergo ten times more Labour 
to eſcape it, chan they can 2 feel in under- 
going it. 7 admire the Reſolution of the Indian Wives, 
who in contempt of Death, ſcorn to ſurvive their Hus- 
band's Funeral Pile, but with chaſte Teal, and an un- 
daunted Courage, throw themſelves into the Flames, as 
if chey were then going to the Nuptial Bed. Cer- 

tainly they calculate aright, who reckon the Day of 
Death, the Day of our Nativity, ſince we are then Born 
ro the Poſſeſſion of Immortal Lite. For this Reafon 1 
Honour the Memory oft Fudovicus Carteſius the Paduan 
Lawyer, who, in his Laſt VVill and Teſtament, ordered, 
that no ſad Funeral Rites ſhould be obferv'd for him, 

bur that his Corps ſnould be attended with Muſich and 
Foy to the Grave, and as if it were t he Day of his Ef. 
pouſals, he commanded that Twelve Suits of Gay Ap- 
parel ſhould be provided inſtead of Mourning, for an 
equal Number of Virgins, who ſhould uſher hi Body Ty 
mine nch, . e 

F have but fmall Acquaintance with the F II. 

TURE STATE, but this Tm ſure, there will 
be no change that will be ſo ſurprizing to me, as that 
BY DEATH. It is a thing of which I know bur 
little, and none of the Millions of Souls that have 
paſt into the INVISTBLE VOR b, have come 
again to tell me ho it is. »w„ UT tt A 
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| 5 1 ada dow my Soul) BY 41 4 "ES 3 
A Dim (or and Myſterious change, | #3 x 4 = 


ben thou ſhalt leave this Tenement of - cl, n ee ; 


Ad to an unknown ſomewhere ing ava 
- When Time ſhall be Eternity; and thou wy CLP hows, 


5 Sh be thou boys mot wh Ky * "Ms thou . 
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"1 £1 ; * 11. V. I's i» I. | 1 
© Anting state! | Nb We that we dread 105 
1 To think of Death, or vie w the Dead, 1 55 f 
*  Thourt all wrapt up in Claude, a if to Five: rl 
Our very Knowledge had Anripathy, | +5 $90 


Death could not a more ſad retinue find, 


Some courteous Ghoſt tell this great Secrecy, © 
' -.. © VVhat "tis un are, and we muſt be, 
Nn warn us of approaching Death, and why 
Ma we not know from yon what the to dye? 
But you having ſhot the Eulph, welight to 7A 15 


e Sou s "FO" in with lite uncertai inty.J 
1 5 W whe ene 
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and from the ver Nafure of our Souls, as they no are, 
and ad in the Body, whilſt in Union with it. One Das 
Fathers calls the GOOD ANGELS N 
Animarum) the Callers forth of Souls, and ſuch as ſhew. 
them, The een f theſe el * 9 are-going tes. 
Henee 
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0 Sickneſs, ow pain before, and darkneſs all behind. 5 
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Hence we obſerve when good Men are dying, they are 
often in ſilent Raptures, and expreſs a kind of Impatience, 
till they are diſſoſved, aud Why ?* ANNE OR ſpiritually 
ſee what they cannot utter, 4 did St. Paul, when he 
was wrapt i mathe Third Heaven,” There is à kind of 2 
DRAUG HET prefented by their Guardian Angels of 
thoſe tranſcendent Foyes, "they are almoſt ready to 
enter in poſſeſſton of, and-rherefore Long and Pine till 
they are conveyed into that place of unſpeakable Feli- 
city. Theſe Heavenly Spirits ſuccour and ſupport us un- 
der our Pain and Sickneſs; and when our -Souls are 
ſtormed. ous. ef our Bodies they encompaſe and em. 
brace them, ſoaring through the Regions Of Evil-Angels, 
into Heaven. Tis ſaid that L A ZARDS was ſafely 
carried by the Angels into Abrahams .Boſome, ſo. that tis 
plain, chat the Angels are ,cmpl, Jed, ro convey. the 
* of true Believers into a 2 State of Bleſſed- 
— ĩð ß 
It is very defirable. to know. in what Condition our 
Souls will be, when chey leave the Body, and whar is 
the Nature of that abode into which we muſt go, bur 
which we never ſaw into; and rhrongh what Regions we 
muſt then take our Fight, and after what manher this will 
be done. Tis certain my Soul will then preſerve the 
Faculties char are natural to it, . to underſtand, to 
will, to remember, as tis repreſented to us, under the 
Parable of Dives and Lazarus Bur alas! we little 
know how the People of the diſembodied Societies act, 
and will, and underſtand, and communicate their thoughts 
10 one another, and therefore I long to know it. Whar 
. Conceprion can I have ot a ſeparated Soul (fays à late 
Write bur that Vie all Thought. firmly chink, when aMans' 
Body is taken ftom him by Death, be is rarn'd into 
aft Thought and Spirit; How great will be its Thought, 
when it is without any Hinderanee from theſe Material 
Orgaits, that now obſtruct ics, Operations. IN THAT | 
ETERNITY, (as one expreſſes it). The whole" Power x 
tte Soul runs tagerher one and the ſame way. In Eternity 
the Soul is united in ies Motiens, which way one Faculty 
goes, all goe; and the Thoughts all are concenter d, as in 
ene whole Tiruzht of Joy or Torment. | a 
FO 4 8 


Theſe Things have occafion%d great Variety of Tboughte 
in me; and my Soul, when it looks towards the other 
World, and thinks it felf NEAR, it can no more ceaſe 
4 3 about it, than ir can ceaſe to be a 
It will not, I hope, be an unpardonable Tranfition® 
if I ſtart back from the ' melancholy Horrours of Death, 
to the innocent Comforts of Humane Life ; and fromthe 
Immortal Nuptials of this Tralian, paſs ro the Mortal 
Emblem, rhe Rites of Matrimony, the Happineſs of 
Female Society, and our obligations to Women. Tis an 
uncourtly Vertue, which admits of no Proſelyres but 
Men devoted to Coœlibacy, and he is a Reproach to his 
Parents, . who ſhuns the Entertainments of Hymen, the 
bliſsful Amours of the Fair Sex, without which he him- 
ſelt had not gain d ſo much as the- Poſt of a Cypher, in 
the Numeration of Mankind, though he now makes a 
Figure too much in Natures Arithmerick, ſince he wou'd 
pur a ſtop to the Rule of Multiplication. He is worſe than 
Numa. Pompilius, who: appointed but a ſet Number of 
Virgins, and thoſe were free to Marry, after they had 
guarded the Sacred Fires, the Term of Four Tears: 
Whereas it his moroſe Example were follow'd, all Wo- 
men ſhould turn Veſtals againſt their wills, and be con- 
ſecrated to a peeuiſh Virginity during their Eives. I won- 
der at the unnatural Phancy of ſuch as could wiſn we 
might procreate like Trees, as if they were aſbam d of 
the Act, without which they had never been capable of 
ſuch an extravagant Thought; or like Aſphonſus King of 
Spain, would correct the Inſtitutions ot Heaven, and ſay, 
had they been preſent with GOD, when he commanded 
Adam and Eve to encreaſe and multiply, they would 
have propos'd a better method for Generation. 
Certainly he that Created us, and has riveted the Love 
of Women in the very Center of our Natutes, never gave 
us thoſe paſſionate Deſires to be our incurable Torment, 
but only as Spurs to our Wit and Vertue, that by che 
Dexterity of the One, and the Integrity of the Other, we 
might Merit and Gain the Darling Object which ſhould 
vonluramate our Earthly Happineſs, e 
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I do not patronize the Smoak of thoſe Dunghill- 
Paſſione, who only court the Poſſeffions of an Heirefs, 
and fall in Love with her Money. _Fhis it to make a 
| Market of Women, and proſtitute the Nobleſt Affection of 
our Souls, to the ſordid Ends of Avarice. Neither do I 
commend the ſofter Aims: of thoſe, who art wedded 
only to the Charming Lineaments of a Beautiful Face, a 
Elear Skin, or a well ſhap'd Body. Tis only the Vertue, 
Diſcretion, and good Humour of a Woman, could ever 
captivate me; and I am bleſsd in a Mate who has 
her ſhare, both of theſe, and the other exteriour Or- 
Wümunm, 4 # mtv; \ YI aff 
I hate the Cynical Flout of thoſe who can afford 
Women no better Title than Nereſſury Evils, and the 
lewd Poetical Licenſe of him who made this Anagram, 
Dxor & Orcus idem. Tllat Oratour 'whiſper'd the 
Doctrine of Devils, who ſaid, Were! it not for the Com- 
pany of Wometi, Angels would ebme down and dwell 
among us, I rather think, were it not for ſuch ill - na- 
rur'd . as he, Women themſelves would prove 
; EN an ungrateful Return, thus to abuſe that Gentle 
Sex, who are the Monlds in which ull the Race of Adam are 
eaſt: As if they deferv'd no better Treatment at 

our Hands, than we uſually give to Saffron Bags and 
and Verde Bottles, which are thrown into à Cor- 
ner, when the Wine and Spice are taken out of 

them, The Pagan Poet was little better than a Mur- 
derer, who allow'd but two good Hours to a Wos 
we Fe e GN RE 
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For my Part, I ſhould eſteem the World but a De- 
ſert, were it not for the Society of che FAIR SEA; | 
and che moſt poliſhed Part of Mankind wou'd appear 
but like Hermits in Ma ſquerade, or à kind of Civilized 
Satyrs, ſo imperfect and unaccompliſh'd is our Virility, 
without the Reunion of our loſt Rib, that Subſtantial and 
Integtal Part of our Selyes, Thoſe who are thus dis- 
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joynted from Women, ſeem to inherit Adam's Dreams, 
our of which nothing can awake them, but the Em- 
braces of their own Hving Image, the Fair Traduct of 
the firſt Metamorphoſis in the World, the Bone converted 
into Fleſh. They are always in Slymbers and Trances, 
ever ſeparated from themſelves, in a wild Purſuit of an 


intolerable Loſs, nor can any thing fix their Volatile 


Deſires, but the powerful Magnetiſim of fome Charming 
Daughter of Eve. Theſe are the Centers of all our De- 
fires and Wiſhes, the true Pandoras. chat alone can farisfte 
our longing Appetites, and fill us with Off and Bleſſings ; 
in them we live before we breathe, and when we ' have 
raſted the Vital Air, tis bur to die an amorous Death, 
that we may live more pleaſantly in them again. They 
are the Guardians of our Infaney, the Life. ang Soul of our 
Youth, the Companions of our Riper years, and the Cheri- 
hers of our Old Age. From the Cradle to the Tomb, we 
are wrapt in a Circle of Qbligations to them for their 
Love and good Offices. And he is a Monſter in Nature, 
who returns them not the Careſſes of an Innocent AF 
fection, the Spotleſs Sallies of vertue and Graticude. 
Love is the Soul of "the World, the vital Frop of the Kle- 
ments, tis the Cement of Humane Society, the 
ſtrongeſt - Fence . of Nature: rth would be a Hell 
without it, neither can there be any Heaven where thus 


is abſent. EY | 
Let I am no Advocate for thoſe general Lovers, who. 
not content to let this active Paſſion run within © the 
awful Channel of chaſtÞ® Marriage, ſwell it up with 
Irregular Tides, and wanton Flouds of Luft, till it waſh 
away the Banks of Reaſon and Mortality, find out new 
Paſſages and Riyulets, encroaching on other Mens 
Poſſeſſions, or at leaſt dilating on the general waſte of 
the weaker Sex, who ought to be as Gardens enclog'd, 
or holy Ground, not to be prophan'd by the Acceſs of e- 
very bold Intruder. „F 
T approve not the Inceſtuous Mixtures of the Chineſe, 
where the Brother Marries the Siſter, or next a- kin; nor 
the Senſual Latitude of the Mahometans, who allow every 
Man four Wives, and as many Concubines as he can 


maintain. But above all, I deteſt the VVild and Brutal 
EE Liberty | 
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Liberty of that Philoſopher, who in his Idea of 


5 


Humane Happineſs, conceiv'd a promiſcuous Copu- 
— 2 ad Libitum, to be a neceſſary Ingredient of our 
On the other ſide, My Regards to that Sex are not cir- 
cumſcrib'd within fuch narrow Limits, as to exclude any 
from our Converſation and Friendſhip, that by any war- 


rantable Title can lay a Juſt Claim to it; I would have 


our Commerce with Females as General as is their Num- 
ber that deſerve it, whoſe Knowledge and Vertue will 
be a ſufficient ſecurity from criminal Fimiliarities, and 


from the Scandals of the World. © There are among that 


Sex, as among Men, Good and Bad, Vertuous and Vi- 
cious, and a Prudent Man will ſo level his Choice, as 
not to ſtain his Reputation, or hazard his Integrity. 
Tis no ſmall Point of Diſcretion, I own, to regulate our 
Friendſhips with Women, and to walk evenly on the Borders 
and very Ridge of a Paſſion, whoſe next Step is a pre- 
cipice of Flames, not kindled from the Altar of Vertue. 


However, tis not impoſſible co conſerve Innocency, on the 


Frontiers of Vice, There is no Difference of Sex among 
Souls, and a Maſculine Spirit may inhabit a Womans 
Body. It is diſingenuous to rob Vertue of the Advanta- 
ges it receives from Beauty, which makes it appear like 
Diamonds enchac'd in Gold, and gives it a greater 
Luſtre. Reaſon it ſelf will appear more Eloquent in the 
Mouth of a fair Maid, than in that of the mo$t Florid Ora- 
tour And there are no Figures in all the Syſtem of 
Rhetorick ſo moving and forgible, as the peculiar Graces 


of that Sex. I am of Opinion that Men can boaſt of 


no Endowments of the Mind, which Women pofleſs 
not in as great, if not a greater Eminency. There have 
been Muſes as well as Amazons, and no Age or Nation 
bur has produced ſome Females Renowned for their 
Wiſdom or Verrue. Which makes me conclude, that the 
Converſation of Women, is no leſs uſeful than pleaſant; 


and that the Dangers which attend their Friend- 


ſhips and Commerce, are recompenſed by vaſt Ad- 
vantage s. Ee} | l 


3 


But 


_— RE. A OR 


But whatever ray be adduced againſt the Friendſhips 
we contract with Women, there is not in all the Maga- 
zine of Detraction, any Weapon of Preot againſt the mu- 
tual Intimacies of our own Sex, the generous Endearments 
of oye truely Maſculine and Vertuous, united by Sympathies 
and Magnets whoſe Root is ip Heaven, _ No Panegyricks can 


reach the Worth of tlieſe Divine Engagements, fince 


they admit not of any Mediocrity, but derive their Value 
only from their Exceſs. 1 have been always flow and 


cautious in contracting Amities, left I ſhould run the 


Riſque of his Miſtake, who while he thought he had an 
Angel by the Hand, held the Devil by the Fcot: Bur 
where I have once pitehd my Affection, I love witheut 
Reſerve or Rule. I never entertain without ſuſpicion the 
warm Protefions of Love, which ſome Men are apt to 


make at firſt fight. Such Muſhroom-Friendſhips have no 


deep Roor, and therefore moſt commonly, wither as ſocn 
as they are form'd, Yet I deny not, but that there are 
ſome ſecret Marks and Signature which Souls ordain'd 
for Love and Friendſhip can read in each other at a 
Glance, by which. that Noble Paſſion is excited, that 
afterwards diſplays it ſelf in more apparent Charakters. 
This is the ſilent Language of Plaronick Love, wherein 
the Eye ſupplies the Office, of the Tongue; 'tis the Rhe- 
torich of Amorous Spirits, wherein they make their Court 
without a Word. There are ſcme laſting Fricncſhips 
which owe their Birth to ſuch an Interview, but their 


Growth and Faſtneſs proceeds from other Circumſtances, 


being cheriſh'd by frequent Converſation, repeated good 
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Offices, and an inviolate Fidelity, which are the only pro- 


per and ſubſtantial Aliment of Love. Tis impoſſibſe to 
fix a durable Friendſhip, where- ever we place a Trauen 
Inclination, becauſe of the infuperable Neccſſities which 
divide particular Men from each others Commerce or 
Knowledge, after they have began to Love. In the Orb 
of this Life, Men are like the Planets, which now and 
then caſt friendly Aſpects on each other en Faſſent : 
Burt following the Moticn of the Greater Sphere of Pro- 
vidence, they are again ſeparated, their Influences. diſ- 
ſolv'd and new Amours commenc'd. But I would have 
my Friendſhip, reſemble the Fixed Stars and Conſtellati- 

| TT Ons, 
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ons, who in the Etetnal Revolution neyer part Company 


or Intereſts. 


I have ever look'd on thoſe Men to be but one fey 
differenc d from Beats, whoſe Love is confined only to 


their own Families Kindred, Such a narrow Affection 
deſerves not to be rank d in the Predicament of Humanity. 
My Love is communicative, it makes a large Progreſs, and 
extends it. ſelt to Strangers; it takes in Men of different 
Humours and Complexions, Cuſtoms and Languages, it 
refuſes none that have the Face of Men, but with wide - 
open d Arms embraces all that bear the ſtamp of Hu- 
mane Nature. And I have this peculiar in my Temper, 
that I find not the leaſt Reluctancy in loving and doing 


Good to my Enemies. That which coſts others ſo much 


Labour and Toll to perſwade themſelves to, is to me as 
familiar and eaſie, as to laugh at a ridiculous Object, a 

I eſteem ir not ſo properly a vertue in my 

as a Gift of Nature, the Effect of my Conſtitution. 

Yer I cannot pretend to ſuch an uniuerſalix d Spirit, 
as to be without my Antipathies, I eſteem Hatred to 
be as neceflary and allowable a Paſſion as Love, pro- 
vided it be exercis d on its proper Objects, ſince as the 
one faſtens us to thoſe Things which procure our Hap- 
pineſs ; ſo the other ſnatches us from what would be the 


Cauſe of our Miſery. TI obſerve, that theſe contrary Fa- 


culties are inherent in all Creatures, -neither could the 
Creation ſubſiſt, were it not for the Diſcords as well as 
the Agreements of the Elements. The whole Univerſe 
ſubſiſts by the Oppoſations of its Parts, and the Epirome of 


it, our Microcoſm, is preſery'd by its inteſtine Diviſions, 


So that I cannot apprehend a more immediate Way for the 
Supreme Architect, to over throw his Works, than b 

diffuſing that Nepenthe through the Elements, which 
ſhould compoſe their Quarrels ; for they wou'd no foon- 


er ceaſe to hate their Contraries, but they would alſo de- 
ſiſt from loving themſelves; and having thus loſt the Ce- 


ment which faſtens them together in this exquiſite Order, 


they muſt neceſſarily return to their Primitive Chaos out 


of which they were extracted. | 

However I will not from theſe innocent Feuds of inani- 
mateCreatures,drawArguments to countenance in my ſe't a 
—_ | Hatred 
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which we ought to love; 
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Hatred which js Criminal, being aſſured that among thoſe 
various Averſions, which moleſt the Quiet of Men, there 
is hardly one which is not againſt: Reaſon or Morality. 
Every Creature bears in its Eflence the Stamp of 

nite Goodneſs; and twere groſs impiety to calumniate 
any of thoſe Works, on which GOD Himſelf has be- 
ſtow'd an univerſal Panegyrick; when he pronounc'd them 
all ro be Good, They are all lovely in their Order, 
and thoſe which our Squeamiſh Phancies eſteem the 
moſt odious, have Qualities which claim our Love and 
Admiration, + Thoſe venemous Creatures, which we ſhun 
as the invererate Enemies ef our Race, deſerve our 


Careſſes, inſtead of our Spight; ſince the Service they 


afford us, equals the Hurt we receive from them, and the 
moſt Efficacious Medicines are ſometimes compounded 
of the fierceſt Poyſons. In ſtrict ſpeaking, the Devils 
themſelves are not the Object of my Hatred, according 

to their Eſſence, though they are ſo by the Malice of 

their Will. They ſtill retain their Natural Perfections, and the 
Goodneſs of their Rſſence remains the ſame as ic was before 
their Fall. Their Vigour, their and Intellectual Accom- 
pliſnments, have ſuffered no Detriment from the De- 
pravedneſs of their Affections, but remain untouch d, 
as when they ſhone among the Hierarchies above. And tho“ 
GOD dereſts and puniſhes them for their Crimes, yet he 
Himfelt loves and 'conferves their Eſſence. There is No- 
thing therefore in Heaven, Earth or Hell, but & IM that 
deſerves our Hatred; with all things elſe, we may be en- 
a mour'd ; and we ought to hate this Monſter ſo much 
the more, in that by diſordering our Natures, it has 
planted in us thoſe Antipathies and Averſions which make 
us peeviſh at the Works of GOD, and hate thoſe Things 
But among all the Species of Hatred, I tremble at that 
which is.exereis'd againſt our own Race, becauſe I find 
none fo violent, none ſo inexorable as one Man againſt 
another. They are not content with the moſt furious 
Sallies of this Paſſion, during their Lives, but to con- 
ſummate the Height of the ir Malice, they willingly in- 
volve themſelves in Death. With Atreus they take De- 
jizhr in their on Ruine, provided Thyeſfes may be cruſh'd 
| as in 
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it in too. Nay, this paſſion is immortal, and deſcends 


into the very Grave. The Antipathies of Etheoc es and 
Palenius, were tranſlated to the other World, their Ha- 
tred ſur vivid their Breath, it liv'd in their, Aſhes and wou'd 
not ſuffer their divided Flames to mix in the ſame Fu- 
neral Pile. Above all, 7 abhor the | [talians' inflexible 
Cruelty, who bequeath their Hatred as an Inheritance to 
their Children, adjuring them to Eternal Enmitry, with 
Curſes on ſuch of their Off. ſpring as ſhall ever make Peace 
withcheir oe. excl” nile?” 4 

I quarrel not with that Logick, by which we call a Toad 
yenemous. Loud prove but a thin Sophiſtry,thar ſhould 
impoſe on us the Safety of the Experiment; and 7 doubt 
our beſt Metaphyſichs woud make but a weak Antidote 


againſt the Forces of irs Poyſon. I am not fond of 9b. 


bling my ſelf into ſo dangerous an Abſurdity, under the 
Protectlon of a refined Theory, whoſe Practice wou'd 
convince me of a fooliſh Madneſs, and that I were nei- 
ther good Philoſopher nor Divine. Yet I cannot fay 7 
hate even this Creature, which is become rhe Proverb of 
Humane hatred : For as much as it carries with it, in 
its Life and Motion, the Character and Impreſſion of a 
Divine Artificer ; eſpecially for this reaſon, that we have 
no cauſe to believe it ever ſinned, and conſequently 
thereupon maintains and performs the end and defign 
of its Creation, which tho“ it be in a lower Sphere, 
has this Prerogative beyond Mankind; that it never yet 
tranſgreſs.d the Rules, nor violated the Laws of its Maker. 
Nor can I imagine whence our Reflections upon ſuch 
Creatures ſhould ariſe, but from a miſtaken Knowledge 
of our felves, and a perfect Ignorance of the Nature of all 
things de fide. . | 97:3 0 
Tis under the Prejudice of «Education, and moſt des 
tected ERRORS OF OUR LIFE. Have not 
ſame People livid upon char, and deliciouſly too, that is 
another Mans Poyſon ? Did not Mithridates take Poyſon 
till che ſtroageſt Contection of that Kind would not do 
his bufiaeſs, when he wanted ir? *Tis ta that we are to 
aſcribe the Miſchiefs of Humane Lite. For if we could once 


forſake the falſe Guide: we have been usdco, and cpnſule 


our awn Reaſon,there*s nothing would feem ſtrange to us, 


+ notlüng 


/ 
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nothing uneaſie, nothing dreadful. © Therefore I ſhall 
a little Deſcant 7 25 this Subject, in order to Rectiſie our 
Judgments, ang: eform our Prattices. | a 
It is enough already, that I have lived for others. 
Lec me at laſt return home, and do ſomewhat for 
my ſelf. Time We away, Nature decays, and 
I {hall ſoon find my ſelf moſt unfit for the work, when I 
ſhall ſtand moſt in need of ſtrength to do it. To What 
pur poſe is it, we are ſo buſily concern d in Exoticł . 
fairs, things neither conſiſtent wich our preſent Peace, 
nor conducive to our future Happineſs? OS 
Mankind is all Labyrinth, and Diſguiſe, and never ſhows 
the ſame Face two Hours together. I know my ſelf ber- 
ter than all the Men in the World know me, and can be 


more juſt and faithful, according to Truth, in my Judg- 


ment and Cenſure. They ſer up a Rule, and try all Com- 
plexions and, Temperaments by That, wildiy, unreaſon- 


ably, and uncertainly. I daily find them miſerably our 


in their Conjectures of me, even thoſe who think they beſt 
know me. They may frame a general Air of my Hu- 
mour, by a frequent Converſation, but are wonderfully 
miſtaken in their Application, as to the Ends, Induce- 
ments and Motives of moſt of my Actions. 


The moſt ſtupid Su that is, ill ſomerimes work upon 8 


her ſelf, review her own Thoughts and Inclinations, and 
would delight to be more Converſant in this Exerciſe, if 
we did not interrupt her Meditation by the Propoſal of 


external Objects, which do not at all concern her. It 


is the beſt Acquaintance we can have, and would deal 


more faithfully and wiſely in her Adviſements than the beſt 
Friend we know upon Earth. It is, Lam confident, the 


want of this Intelligence that occaſions all the Irre- 
gularities and Piſorders we are guilty of. Remem- 


ber to make Reuſon and Conſcience of your Party, 


and you will ſoon perceive your Anxiety, and Torment 
abated. Then ſhould we not only be Wiſe, but in a great 


meaſure Happy to booc: And, for ought I know, in as 


high a Degree as humane Nature is capable of atraining, 
1 could(in-ſome fits of contemplative mene d fall a 


ſleep as ſoon in a Church- Tard as on my Be 
am often ſo weary of dull Life, thar my rode 
M e 


— 
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eſt delight is in ſuch 0bjetts as ſpeak moſt to it's Ad. 


wantare. 


1 know that I carry a Ghoft * about me, and that 


I my ſelf am a Walking Spirit. This ought allays in 
me thoſe vulgar Fears of the Haunts and Vifirs of Spectres, 
And as I am not at all afraid of my ſelf, ſo I am very little 
apprehenſive of Apparitions : Nay more, I could wiſh 
the Communications more frequent betwixt us and the In- 
habitants of the Upper World: It would harden our 
Chrifian Courage, familiarize to us the Thoughts of Se- 
paration ; and create in us- a more paſſionate love of the 
Aeavenly Country, = 


T-pretend not by the Title of this ſmall Treatiſe to any 


extraordinary Scheme or ne draught of Religion, for my 


Athenian Queriſts; much leſs would I be thought ſlightly 
to ſuggeſt any negle& or defictency of theirs in the 
PRACTICE of the Old I am very well aſſur d, 
that Religio Athene, ſeems a direct 7Tautologie, Bur ſure 

it can be no Offence to ſay, that I could wiſh we were all 
more in earneſt for Heaven, and that we had all the Wit- 
dome and Vercue that ever appeared in the guiſe of true 
Reaſon in che World, ſummd up and amaſſed tn a 


Chriſtian Virtuoſo, eſpecially in a daily fincere contempt 


of this World. - 


No eager purſuit, or reſtleſs intemperare defire of 
Wealth or Honour, muſtbe harboured by us, who are to 


fix our whole hopes on another Country; and we ſhould 


confeſs our ſelves Strangers and Pilgrims on this Earth, by 
the Precepts and Examples of all the Holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles throughout the whole Book of GOD. To ſet an ex- 


traordinary Value on the World, is to untavel the peculiar 


Principle of Chriſtianity, and vun retrograde to the Steps 
of the Holy FESUS. | We On 


* 
1 


Thus have I made a conſiderable Progreſſe in my New 
Practice of Piety, wherein my aim has been to diſcover 
an Duiverſal Doctrine (or make ſuch SPECULATI- 
ONS) as no ways oppoſeth the Religion eſtabliſned a- 

| | | mong 


2 
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mong us, but which may tend to unite us all in the ſame 
che not | „ 

A Perfect Atheiſt, is fit for no Place here but Bedlum, 
and therefore I began my Eſſay with a New Scheme «6 
Religion, I began firſt with Divine Worſhip, in Obedience 
to GOD's Commandment, who wills us firſt to ſeeb 7 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, promiſing 
that all other things ſhall be added unto us, and having 
given a GENERAL SCHEME of the way t 
Heaven, I ſhall conclude this Firſt Part of my Book RR 
diſcovering here that right Religion that will lead us to it. 
And Tſhall be the P LAIN ER upon this Subject, as aur 
miſtaking the ROAD to Heaven, may Jead us to 


Hell, 1 8 e e 
Religion in General, is a ſenſe of our Duty to G OD, ane 

the Worſhip we owe to him, according to the beſt of our Under- 

ſtanding, in order to the obtaining of a Bleſſed Immoy- 


tality. ee | | 

Bat Religion in this Age, admits of ſo many ſeveral 
Modes and Forms, that a Man can now no ſooner ſpeak 
of Religion, but the next Queſtion is RAT 
WH AT Religion are you of ?—To this I anſwer, 
GOD is my Father, the Church my Mother (I need 
not ſay this or that Church, if I am ſound in the Main 


Points) the Saints my Brethren, and all that needs me my 


Friends : Tis true, I worſhip GOD under che Title ß 
aCHURCH-MAN, but diſlike all Names, but that 
which the Difciples were called at Antioch, that is, 1 
wou'd be neither Church. man, Presbyterian,... Independent 
8 Quaker, &c. but a Chriſtian, a Follower of 
Chriſt, a Servant of GOD, the Worlds Maſter, and my 
own Man. I do not think Religion to conſiſt ſo much in 
NAMES as Things. Chriſt's Church is not limited 
to any Nation or Party, but extends to all Places, is pro- 
pagated in all Ages, and containeth all ſaving Truth; 


and in this Senſe is UNIVERSAL, or Cathbolique. 


'Tis true, Religion is divided into ſubordinate Sets and 
Branches, yet the Eflence is the ſame in every Part; and 
for that Reaſon the Right Chriſtian does Love and Ho- 
nour the Pious Men and Preachers of either Opinions; 
as David did favour both Zadock and Abiathar, Prieſts of 

| | Mz” Diver 
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Diverſe Families (a) as Saint Paul did Foy, that Chriſt 
was preached, tho by them that were of a contrary 
Faction; as Jacob had a Right Hand for Ephraim, and 2 
Lefc for Manaſſes : Paul and Barnabas jarted, yet both 
preach d the Goſpel; Cyprian and Cornelius difiered in 
| Judgment, yet both Pillars of the Chriſtian Faith; Chyy- 
Voſtom and Epiphanius diſagreed, yer both Enemies to the 
Arrians ; Hierome and Ruſſinus, were divided, yet in the 
end were reconciled ; and I verily think all ENGLISH 
Proteſtants wou'd ſoon UNITE in one National Church, 
did we ſeriouſly conſider that all thoſe that are convert- 
ed by the Holy Ghoſt, are one Holy Church (already) 
whereof CHRIST is the only Head. T ſhall venture 
) to fay all that ourwardly profeſs Chriſtiarity, and have 
been Baptized, are to be accounted Holy, by a viſible ſe- 
pararion and Dedication ro GOD, till they cut rhemſelves 
off by SCHISM, are or juſtly caſt out by Excommunica- 

tion. wat 5 

1 profeſs my ſelf an Impartial Lover of all Good 
Men, and do preſume every Man to be good, till I find 
him otherwiſe. I have as little Zeal about things that are 
manifeſtly INDIFFERENT (either Pro or Con) as any 


= - - = -2%hv- 
es Bi cv — rn a, = 


Man in the World, for tis a Principle 7receiv'd from my 

Education, That the Real Differences of Good and Intelligent 
4 People, are not ſo wide as they ſeem; and that through 
Prejudice and Intereſt, they do many times conteſt a- 

bout words, whilſt they do heartily think the ſame thing. 


Then ler thoſe little narrow ſoul'd Chriſtians, chat appro- 
priate their Faith and Charity to a CANTON, live in a 
lirtle Ce rner of che World b themſelves; they are hard- 
Iy worthy to enjoy che Benefit of a Univerſal Sun and 
Coſpel. I hope Church. men, Presbyterians, Independents, 
&c, will all meet in Heaven at laſt. What tho“ they dif- 
ter in their WAY thither? Ihope they Pardon one ano- 
ther; Men go to China both by che Streights, and by the 
Cape : A Right Chriſtian may go to Heaven with any 
Wind, and with any Name; Religious Men (ſuch as 
Mr. Bennet, and Mr. Shepherd) have no other End in al 
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their Diſputes, but to ſend us all in the Right way to Hea- | 
ven. e e ps me ION e 
But whilſt you are only for the our-ſide, -pilded part, or 
husk of Religion, you are bur fer a Faction, and a Party, 
and you have no Communion with the Univerſal Church 
of Chri ; youare but tor Chriſtians of your own Size, and 
live and grow up into a little Creeping narrow Spirit that 
can never love nor ferve any Soul, but what is juſt and 
directly of your own dimenſion; whereas a Chriſtian of 
the Univerſal Church is of a large comprehenſive Gene- 
rods Spirit and Principle, and loves a good and Vertnoys 
Man, that practices Rigbt Chriſtianity, let his perſwaſion 
in other and minuter things be what it will, for this is 
God's Religion, all other is but Man's, and ſubject to Inno- 
vation, and changes, according as their Humours vary; 
ence it is that thoſe tkat are ſo furious, for formal and 
utward Rites, are always ſowre and quarrelſome, fretting 
themſelves, and vexing others, if they come not up to 
every Punckilio of their Ohſervances. And it is alſo from 
hence, that the High-Flyers, are every where laying out, 
and engaging | themſelves and Intereſt, in getting the 
worſt of Magiſtrates, the worſt Parliament-Men, the worſt 
Juſtices, the worſt Mayors, &c. that all the Countries and 
Cities can afford; in ſo much that it ts almoſt become the 
ſureft Indication of a Knave,- to have the High-Hyers for 
'em; and of an Honeſt Man to have em againſt him, that 
can be given: For their Breath bleſſes every Man they are 
againſt, and blaſts every Man they are for. 
But whatever the Principles of others are, yet Cas to 
my ſelt) I am or ſhould be an honeſt Man, and no Name 
deſerves tat Character fo well as that of Chriſtian. All 
opprolrious Diſtinctions of Sets and Schiſms, do as twere 
Pd upon ChriStianity in the Subſtance. | 
I value no Man meerly becauſe he is of this or the 
other Party; but I love a Good Man, of whatever pro- 
feſſion, or by what Name or Title ſoever, he's diſtin- 
guiſh'd ; but (as I ſaid before) I diſlike all Names, but 
oo of CHRISTIAN, and think em a great a- 
uſe, 
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oblige them to, which was the Name whereby all Chriſt's 


Diſciples were called, before all thoſe Names were known 


in the World, whereby ſince they have been diſtinguiſid 


Hr of Cbriſt the whole Family of Heaven and Earth is named, 
as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. IRE. 5 | 
I find all Parties ready to reflect one upon another, 
whereas all may be guilty; and while each are contend- 
ing for ſome Particular Opinions and Circumſtances in 
Religion, they may evidently tranſꝑreſs the Rules of 
Common Chriſtianity ; while ſome are called Papiſts, 
others Proteſtants, ſome Conformiſis, others Diſſenter 
all are apt to forget they are called C H RA 
 STTIANS; andtho'in doubtful Things it is commenda- 
ble to ſearch out Truth, and plead for it; yet not with 
minds poſſeſt with Paſſion or Prejudice, which blind the 
Judgment, and break the Bonds of Unity,” Love and 


Pence; like the Two Men mention d by Anſelm, who diſ- 
puting, and then falling to Blows in the Morning, about 


the Place where the Sun wou'd rife, beat out one 


"1 hers Eyes, and ſo neither of em could fee 


Its no great Ad vantage to a Man be a Papi, Church- 
man, Presbyterian, &c. if he be not a Right Chriſtian; 


but (alas!) our Greatest Zeal is about thoſe things, for the 


moſt part, that are not neceſſary to Salvation, and which 


leave us ſnort of Heaven. 

Such Speculations as theſe (ſeriouſly weightd) woufd 
bring us all ro an Union in Religion, and for ever baniſh 
thoſe Nicknames of Presbyterians, Independents, &c. 
Theſe with the Title of High-Church-Men 
© New Terms of DiſtinctionC a)raiſed on defign to diſtract 
© us yet more; I know no High-Church hut the Church ot 


© Rome ; ſo here we ſee who are to be called High-Church, 


— — — 


(a) See the Biſhop of Salisbury“ Speech to the Houſe of Lords 
upon the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity. 


But I fear moſt Men know not, or forget, what it is to 
be a Right Chriſtian; and what that worthy Name doth 


or Reproach d. And as it was the firſt Name given on 
Earth, fo it may probably continue for ever in Heaven; 


&c. are 


our 
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our Legal Eftabliſhment founded upon thePrimitive Pattern. 
* ix the ſame true Meaſure of our Church, and thoſe — 
_ © rife above it, are as much out of the way, as thoſe who 
© fall below it N * 
IJ cou'd enlarge in theſe Speculations, but that i am unn 
willing to tranſgreſs my Bounds. But — unleſs 
Nen take this moderate Road for the way to Paradiſe, I can 
ſee no Hopes of an Union among the ſeveral Sec of the 
Chriſtian Religion, but a continua! jarring till they get to 
Heaven, where no doubt they'll A LL Embrace and 
UNITE as Brethren: For, as Herbert ſays, | 


All weknow ofths Bleſe'd, Above, 
Is, that they Sing, and that they Laue. 


Thus Reader have I Plainly diſcovered what that Rigbt 
Religion is that will lead us to Heaven, by which che 
Diſſenters may ſee that Occaſional Conformity is no ſuch 
Scandalous 7 by Ne Two Religions, as ſome 
wou d make it; ut has been practiz d bythe beſt Chriſti- 
ans of all Ages. Neither is Occaſianal Diſſenting, (howe- 
ver New the Doctrine may ſeem). a forſaking the Churer 
of England, but a Real Duty in ſome Caſes: For my own 
ſhare, I am a proteſt Enemy to Bigots of all Religions; 
and tho“ I have been a Son of the Church, cheſe Forty: 
Years, yet I thank GOD, I was never fetter d with ſupen- 
Titious ſcruples, and I heartily pirty thoſe. that are, for 
they are generally ſuch as are riding Pon after Fre- 
Apoſtates to the Diſſenters. 12RD. - 

Tam none of thoſe who Acknowledge no Temples, be- 
ſides thoſe of their own Heads. And I am of Opinion 
that ſuch Furious Guides as think that they have a Church 
within their own Breaſts, ſhou'd likewiſe believe thar* 
their Heads are Sieeples, and ſo ſhouſd provide them wich 
Bells." I believe that there is a Church Militant, which 
like the Ark, muſt lodge in its Bowels all ſuch as are to 
be ſaved from the Hood of Condemnation; but to chalk our 
irs bordering Lines, is beyond the Geography of my Re- 
gon. ITO, wy L 1 


« The 


5 The Mem Practice of Pietv. 
Then let Furious Bigots act as they pleaſe, 7 ſhall ever 
ede of an Extenſive Charity to all Proteſtants, where I 
© ſee any thing of the Image of our COMMON LORD; 

Thave long underſtood the Difference between Matters 
of Faith; and meer Circumſtantials, and am for the 

Union of all Christians, that do not differ in things Efſen- 

© tial ro Chriſtianity. I do not underſtand what the 

© 75 Divinum of diſputable Ceremonies means; I am of 
< oreat Latitude in ſuch Matters, and therefore (as Was 
©faid of King William) as I do not cenfure the form of. 
© Kneelmg, ſo I think that of ſitting, as Eligible where it 
© obtains.I look upon it to be as Impercinent anAttempt to 
© endeavour to bring all Mens Minds and Conſciences to 
© one Standard, as to undertake that all the Clocks in the 
© World ſhou'd irike continually at the ſame Minute, without 
ny Variation. I think every Right Chriſtian ſhou'd Imi- 
tate the Moderation and Piety, of William the III. who 
c geclar'd with his dying Breath, That he ayed a Chriſtian, 
| _— comprehen ſiue Charity, With every deer conſider- 

< inz Mind, rhis muſt ſureſy have a mich greater and 
< berter ſound than to have ſaid, I dye in the inclos'd Com- 
© munion of one or other Party, or Denomination of Chriſtians ; 
nor do I ſee how any one can ſafely leave the World, 

c however they make a Shitr to live in it, without a Ch. 

© rity that reaches to all ſerious Chriſtians, under whatever 
< diſtinguiſhing Name they paſs. And ler others confine. 
©their Candour and Communion, within narrower 
Limits, if they dare; but I cou'd never hope to be 
© join*d ro the. General Aſſembly, and Church, &c. above, 
© if I ſhou'd willingly, and out of Choice, cut off my 
© ſelf from any part of the Body, or retuſe, upon truly 
© Catholick Terms, to hold Communion with em (a). 
And upon this very Principle, it is, that many Proteſtant 
< Diffenters, do and may juſtiſie both their Occaſional 
* communicating with the Church of England, ſo called, 
and their nor daring to do it conſtantly. But ſeeing, | 
the Mnourable Houſe of Commons are of another Opinion ; 
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> 4) See Mr. Robbinſons , Mr. Flemings-; and Mr. 
Norris*s Sermns on the Death and Funeral of the [ate 


; King. 
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That my NEW-PRACTICE OF PIETT 5 | 
have the Approbation of that Grave Aſſembly, 1 ſhall 
conclude it wich 4 SAT TR upon. the Houſe of Lord, 
for - their Throwing out the Bill agalnft Oteaſinal Confar- 
cant but think this Title [4 Satyr üb the Hue of 
Lords] has given the Reader ſome Impatience to know 
what ſort of a Fellow I am. Why truly, T ſhou'd teckon 
ir a mighty Honour, if he thinks me capable to give him 
Satisfaction upon this, Head. There's many a Hackney» 
Writer, who has got no Principles, and upon Conſequence, 
can't account for em. I am none of thoſe, who weave our 
their Brains into 8 g. per ſheet, nor has any redes Book- 
ſeller given me a Hint of this Matter. If a Negative 


Character wou d ſerve the turn; I am no Church-Papiſt, 


T hate the very Aceent of the word q I am under no Obli- 
gations to the Too! at St. Germains,., I had never the 
Head - Peice to make a Plotter in all my Life. I nevet 
form d any Deſigns of being Rich and Great. I was ne- 
ver in any Office of Profit, nor have Ithe leaſt Deſire of 
being ſo. My Life is very far tun already, I only wiſh 

the laſt Act of it may be free from Tragedy, chat I may 
leave the World in a peaceable way, without much Rea- 


ſon to be angry wich ir, and that I mayn t finally miſcar- 


ry. But may my honeſt Reader object, Is your Satyr up. 
on their Lerdſbips, ſo very conſiſtent with your New Practice 
of Piety, with your way to Heaben between all. Extreams, 
that you cou'd not leave off, till you had libell'd rhe 
Houſe of Peers? Don't argue too fall befeech you, tis 
below the Reaſon of a Man, to cancel ar. one Dafh, all 
the Lines of Chriſtianity, which have coſt him fo much 
Pains to draw. I ſhall advance nothing bur upon fo 
ſufficient Arguments, chat I hope mu leave me as much 
a Chriſtian, and alcogerher as well diſpos d, as you found 
me. But to proceed to — — Ihe SAT. YR wpox 
the Houſe ff Lords, far their Throwing out the Bill againſt 
Occaſional Conformity... .. © „ 

s been twice thrown ._ down as 4 
Fo1t-Ball for the Lords and Commons to play with; in- 


dieed the Latter were at the Expence to furniſh the Aa- 


trials; all the Misfortune]of it lay here, that their Lord- 
Hips had a Negative Voice, and ſo the Play broke ups 


— — 


so The New Pꝛamice of Piet. 
people are pleas d to ſay, the Commons were troubled 
their Bill ſhou'd meet wich ſo unkind Treatment, when 
it muſt be own'd (fay the High- Myers) there was ſo much 
Reaſon, Religion and Law, at the Bottom of it. There is a 
Generation in the World that are perfect Step-Fathers to 
5 Hints they receive from others, merely becauſe they 
hanẽt been ſo happy as to ſtart em themſelves; but this at 
the ſame Time is an Argument, boch of Pride and of 
Inſufficiency. I ſhant preſume to ſay how far the Bill 
might have gone forward, had it made it's firſt Appear- 
ance in rhe Ap er Houſe, There is ſomething like a Phy. 
fical Außer fal in the Humours of Men, eſpecially when 
they are rais d into ſome certain Circuniſtances. Who 
knows but our Co—— ns might have been the Funaticii, 
upon ſuch a Suppoſition as that? Bur what am I ſaying? 
When Men have got a Ser of Things they call Principles, 
their Actions for the Future, are always Uniform, and 
conſiſtent with emſelves. And 1*m ſure he whole Ma- 
nagement of the Body of the Commons, from the beginning 
to che end, has been all of a Piece; there's no Trimming 
in it, they haut minc d the Matter -th have been arWeſt- 
minſter, at Hime, and have met again, and yet they're always 
of the ſame. Opinion. And what greater Argument 
of Steddy Principles than ſuch Behaviour as this ? 
But to enter upon the Merits of che Cauſe, and to make 
4 Judgement what their Lordſbips deſerve for throwing 


mmanag'd with Reference to their Lordſhips Conduct. 

In conſideriug the Orcaſion of the Occaſimal Bill, 1 ſhall 
tell che Senſe of the Higb Hyers, and ſhall diſcover how 
theſe Furious Gentlemen, and their Brethren the Perkinites, 
SATYRIZE the Houſe of Lords, for their throwing 


out the Bill againſt Occaſwnal conformity; altho', (if we'll 


believe LEGION Addreſs )by this Pious and Noble Act, 
the Houſe of Peers have prefery'd Three „ in 
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they have done for once or ſo, making Religion, a 


fional 
Reſpe 


& 


ve Conventicles. The Members of the Hou| of 


e 
Commons being fill d wich Indignation, thar Religion and 


Temper they were furniſſed) drawn up, paſs*d,, and fer to 


4 


the Houſe of Lords, a Bill to prevent this H p critical 


leaſtthe Majority of their Houſe ) have not been in the 


ond Time, to comply 


with the Motions of the &buſe of Commons And, continue 


facred Memorial of the Death and Sacrifice of our Savi- 


— 
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our, a Buſineſs ro be trifled with? Muſt it be made the 
Foor-ſtool of Honour and Preferment? ſhall Men diſpenſe 
with their own Principles, and come and trampleupon an 
Ordinance of vaſt Importance, and all for -a ſalary of ſo 
much per Annum? Shall the Boſom of the Engliſh Church 
be thus expos d, and bare to receive all Comers, and 
ſhall Men alter, go off again, make Breaches in the Com- 
munion, and proſecute their own Factions and their 
Schiſms, at the Expence of all Religion, and the ſafe 
of the Government? Shall a BILL to prevent the 
Abuſes be well form d, and Penalties affign*d'for' ſuch 
as ſhall leave the Communion, ſo ſoon as they have 
ſwallow the T ? Shall a Bill of this Nature be ſent 
up to the HOUSE OF PEERS, and ſhall the 
Pillars both of Church and State be the firſt that ſhall throw 
it out? Thus far the High-Flyers, in their Satyrizing 
the Houſe of Lords, and in defending the Bill againſt Oc- 
caſional Conformii m. 30 
However in a Buſineſs ſo publick, and of ſuch Impor- 
tance, one wou*d Imagine their Lordſhips ſhou'd have 
| foething to fay for *emſelves (which never was, nor can 
beanſwer'd) with Reference to their throwing out the 0c- 
. caſuonal Bill: As, . | 15? 
Firſt, That the Diſſenters are alrogether as good Sub- 
zecrs, and with as well to the preſent Government, as thoſe 
who are in ſtated Communion with the Church. They 


5 as heartily oppoſe and abjure the Prince of Wales, as any 


you can Name, they are perfectly well ſatisfy'd with the 
Succeſſim to the Crown, as by Law eſtabliſh*d.' They are 
as thankful for the Reformation, and as watchful againſt 
Popery, as you can'with..  *- „ 
They pay their Taxes very chearfully, they perform 
the Duty o the Ofces they enjoy, with as much Care 
and Conſcience as can be expected. If the Sacrament 
be impôsd as a Teſt, to qualify, and they comply with 
it, Where's the Harm ont: Iconfeſs herecs the Appear 
ance of Reaſon on the fide of their Lordſbips, and tho myAr 
guments fall ſhorr upon this Head, yet who knows had we 
dye to ſee it.) bur there was great Occaſion for ſuch a Bill 
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Secondly, May their Lordſhips argue, To remove all Oc- 
caſional Conformity, wou'd be the ready way to throw 
the Conforming, ard the Diſſenting Subjects at a great- 
er Diſtance than they are, and Deſtroy. all Hopes of a 
Comprehenſion for the Future. The Diſſenters are not al- 


together inſenſible of che Uſage they meet with, and 


twou'd be an odd way to win em over, to tye em with- 


in Church - Communion, by Penalties and Acts of Par- 
liament, when we ſee them occaſionally comirg within 
the Church upon their own Heads, ſome out of Con- 
ſcience, and others that they may be ſerviceable to the 
Queen and Government. Their Lordſbips wou d . gladly 
be inform d what great Prejudice the Church receiv'd, in 


the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, by ſuffering the Papiſts oc- 
caſionally to communicate? She excus'd the Peers from 


their Obligation, to rake the Oath of ſupremacy, ſhe 
made em Privy Councellors, and Lords Lieutenants, and 


employ'd em in Affairs ot rhe greateſt Conſequence. This 


Method drew over ſo many Catholicks, to the Church eſta- 
dliſhed, that his Holineſs ſaw aNeceflity of putting a ſtop to 
it. And what mighty Miſchiefs have we to apprehend from a 


Number of Honeſt well meaning Proteſtant Diſſenters, 


that have no ſuch Prejudice againſt the eſtabliſhd Church, 
but they can occafinally conform; and by leaving 
the Church thus open, to receive them, what Numbers 


have turn*d their occaſional, into ſtated Commu- 
nion? „ 
Step, by which many come over intire- 


ly to us, and the Children of others, do enter into a confant 


Communion with us / And ſhall we go to caſt a Scandal upon 


this, or diſcourage it ? By Occaſional Conformity the Num- 
bers. of  Diſſenters are abated, by moderate Computation, at 


| leaſt a fourth Part, if not a Third. —Biſhop of Salisbury's 
Speech. 1 | 


Why, tis certainly ſo, there is ſomething (unanſwerable) 
under this Second particular, but (continue the High- flyers) 


muſt the Two Houſes of Parliament ſuffer the Diſſenters 


to do Evil, that good may come? | „ 
However, I leave the Houſe of Commons, to turn 


their Lordſhips Management on chis Head, into SAT IR; 


for really, tho* I ſay it, I am a little inclin'd to Hoderati- 


on, and Unity. 9 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Having thus given the Occaſion of the Bill irs 
due, we are now to conſider the Nature of the Bill it 


ſel— > v4) 
Secondly, The Nature of the Bill, which their Lora ſbipe 
have thrown by, may beſt appear from the Penalty an- 
nex d, by the Houfe of Commons, to the Crime of Orca- 
Fonal Conformity. And here I can't but take a very fair 
Hint of the Tendernefs, and good Diſpoſition of our 
Commons, in Regard, the firſt Time the Bill appear'd the 
Penalty was much feverer than it was the ſecond. One 
Hundred Pounds, and ive Pounds for every Day, that ſuch 
a Perſon ſhall continue the Execution of his Office, after be had 
run bis Head into 4 Conventicle, was ſomething more than 
only fifty Pounds for the ſame Offence. *Tis plain the 
Commons were not ſo hot upon the Matter, and fo much 
out of Humour, but they could make Abatements, where 
their firſt Demands had any Face. of Perſecution and 
Severity. And alas! ſay our High-Flyers, if Occa- 
zonal Conformity be a Crime, Wou'd they have it 
prevented at a cheaper Rate? Wowd they have the 
Sovernment 1 and the eftabliſh'd Church) ſecur'd 
upon eaſier Terms, than Fifty Pound comes to? Laws 
without Sanctions are Things altogether uſeleſs and infig- 
nificant, they can neither give Hope or Fear? Obedience 
and Di ſobedience, in ſuch Caſes, are neither the better, 
nor the worſe, than they were before; | 
Their Lordſhips, (continue theſe High-Fyers) it ſeems, 
wou d have remov'd the Crime, but they coufd not ap- 
prove rhe Puniſhment, like over-indulgent Mothers, 
rather than uſe the Rod, they*l! ſuffer the Children 
ro act juſt as they pleaſe, till they ruin both chemſelves, 
and the Families they belong to. Theſe are methods full 
of Tenderneſs indeed! Let aan play faſt and looſe with 
Religion, ſtretch his Conſcience to what Size he pleaſes, 
15 all never ſmart for it Thus far our High-Flyers. 
Bur methinks tw Ou d be worth the while, to hear what 
their Lordſhips can ſay for emſelves, upon this Parti- 
cular; and 5 
* Firſt, They argue from the PREAMBLE, to the Bill, 
as it came abroad, 1702. The words are theſe, As no- 
thing is more contrary to the Profeſſim of Chriſtian Religion, 


and particularly to the Doctrine of the C HURC N by F 
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ENGLAND, han Perſecution for Conſcience only; in due 
conſideration, &c. Now if the Genius of Chriſtianity, 
may cheir Lordſhips ſay, and etpecially the Doctrine of 
the Exgliſb Chur eh, be ſo unperſecuting, and fo mild, 
why muſt a Fifty Pound - Forfeiture be exacted of Men, 
becauſe they Worſhip GOD according to their Confei- 
ence | Gonſcience and Chriſtianith, it ſeems, are good Friends, and 
never lay Hand upon each other; but the miſchief of it 
lyes here, the Chriſtianicy of the Commons wou'd gladly. 
reſtrain and perſecute the Conſcience and Chriſtianity of 
Diſſenters. It theres any other Reaſon, than only 
Conſcience, let us know what it is? Dons Diſſenters in 
Office, diſcharge the Duty of their Poſts, as well as other 
Men ? Have they prafic'd any ill Deſizns upon the 
Church and State? And if they are thus well affected, 
| and upon Occafion, will come over, and communicate 
with our Church, where's the Harm ont ? Shall we treat 
thoſe with the urmoſt ſevericy, thar come neareſt to us, 
and are not only embark*d upon the ſame Bottom, in all the 

Eſſentials of the Chriſtian Faith, but are partly Symboliz- 
ing in Things indifferent? 43 ' 

Why truly, I can ſay little to this matter: But twoued 
ſeem the Chriſtianity of their Lordſbips, and the Chriſtianity of 
ou? Commons, are ſomething of a Different Complexion, 
and that they're mutually Diſſenters ro each other; tho⸗ 
perhaps all of em may have receiv d the Elements, ac- 
cording to the ſame Rites and Uſage, „ 

Secondly, Their Lordſhips argue thus upon the matter, 
that the occ ſinal Bill, with a Fifty Pound Penalty, does 
manifeſtly make an Inroad up n the AG of Tolerdtions 
The Defign of which 4# was to exempt all _ Proteſtant 
Diſſenting Subjects, from ſuffering by the Force of certain 
Penal Laws ; now ſhouẽd ſucha Penal Bill paſs, the To- 
leration might indeed remain a Bauble to pleaſe Children, 
but Men of ſenſe wound have other Thoughts of the 
Matter. Was the Toleration removed, then the Mask were 
pulled off, and the management exp15*d. To talk of maintain- 
ing involably the To/eration-4F, and in the mean 
while to paſs the Bill, is but to tye up the Right. hand, and 
ſmite the Diſſenters with the Left: Woued it not be a 
Woighty ſatisfaction to a Man, when one bas robb d him 

| to, 
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to bid him be eaſy, there are good Laws in Force, which 
won't fee him wrong d? Let the De ue of it be where it 
will, the Man is ſure, he*s robb#d De Fats; Laws, ſhou'd 
matters go at this Rare, wou'd be much /ike Honſe-hold- 
Huff, ſome for Ornament, and ſome for Ofe. - 

If chis be rhe State of che and the Commons be 
for dropping the Tolerarion Act, I ſhall “en drop em 
too, and crave leave to come off trom this Second Parti- 
cal.y, by the Strengrli of their own Reaſon. | 

F ſhall next cmſader the Tendency of the Bill, for I 
ta be pretty ſſurt with their Lordihiips. And who ( 
our High-Flyers) that has the uſe of ue Senſes coufd ever 
Imagine bur the Tendency of the Hl, was u ſecure the 
Gruernment, char Power might be cnly lodg*d in the 
ulm wi aud pray for 2 Revoluricn,, mig have their 
n ryd u, aid fo-be uc 4 Cvil ind of fm 
chunk, dar ler ſacre lauſſmuriuns migit max * 
dri nei Lamia Reuuſ u whe Bill, aa 


= Huh, muff mes fl ag their Chronos with THE | 


pare «ff 


ke Notice, bus their Lordfbips can zurn and repreſent the 


Firſt, Their Lordſbips may be juffer®d to ſay the indecency 
of Zeal, with which the Commons have puſh'd forward the 
Bill, was Argument enough of ſome latent Per fecuting Deſign, 
at the Bottom of it, and upon Occaſion ſome of the 
Commons have ſufficiently ſnoven emſelves; Witneſs the 
literal Piece of Malice, which you have in a Printed 
Speech for the Bill, the words are theſe. And are we 
afraid to diſoblige a Party of Men that are againſt the 
Church and Government? Whoſe Principle of Hatred, and 
Malice to the Family of the Stuarts deſcends to m by In- 
heritance? Men that affer d open Violence to her Ma- 
Jeſty's Royal Grandfather ; Men that have not only the 
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Exrecams upon this Occaſion, ye the Forms 

work'd fi'encly within em. And che 1 Policy gf it fect 
Ceriul, char che Government and the f ftabliſh'd Church 


and difremember, ſo vaſt a Body of her Majeſfies Loyal Sub. 
jects. Strength und ſafety in Bodies Plitich,as well os natural,” 
eſſe in Oni n and 'grndDiJpcfition therefore ſay theirLore- 

give up the Intereſt whithHerMa: 


ſhips, we con d not ſo far 
jeſty maintains, in the AFeRticns of her People, merely to 
gratify a WA, which was the moſt wit ; ed 
by Perſons who fave hicherro deterv'd no tter Title 
chat that of Z:cobites ;/ and upon their Own Prineipley 
a be tuppos'd ſo true to the pretent. Government, as 
ſe whom they d ircapacitate 9 ſerve her Majeſly. 
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I can offer nothing againſt their LORDSHIPS, 
upon this Particular, without Violence to my ,own 
e the TRUTH AND JUSTICE of 
ECM 05 ö 
Thirdly, Their Lordſhips have ſomething further to offer ag 
a-Conſequence upon the Diſcord and Diſusion the Bill wou'd 
create, that 'twoutd cut off all Thoughts of a CO M- 
P RE H E NS I O.N, for when the Minds of Men:are 
Tufffd with hard Uuſage, and ill Treatment, there's no 
working upon their Reaſon at fuch a Time. And the 
Paſſing tbe Bill, woufd ſhow we had worſe Apprehenſi- 
ons of em than they really deſerve, as if their paying 
wir ſhip to GOD in an unceremonious ſimple way, was ſo great 
4 Crime, that it immediately render'd *em unworthy te 
* concern in a Civil Society; And for this Reaſon, an 


ged and Learned Prelate, was pleasd to ſay, in che 
Houſe of Lords That it was well known by ſome Bolts he 
Tad formerly publiſhed that he had been py great Favourer. he 
yl it Sfp ſtuce that Time, he had met with an Opp»r unity 
te know em better, and he muſt own he found ein to be Meh 
of grezter Ala leration and Piety then be forin:rly thug bt em, 
* a. he was now Antient, and had but little Time 10 live, 
e thought himſelf oblig*d tu do em this TuStice before be 
&:4-— —-Tn theſe words Cor to this. Effect) this Fin 
Biſtop wes pleas'd to expreſs himſelf ;. fo that tis plain, 
rrem his Lordſhips Sentiments, and the Throwing 
the Bill againſt Occaſional Canfo mit out the Hoſe of 
Lords, that the Tendencyof the Bill looks a little danger- 
ous and ill Natur d. 1 8 | 
In the lift place here g yet, the Seaſon when this Bill ap- 
pear'd, which I muſt acknowledge the laſt Refuge, upcn 
which 1 can build a. S4 TI R againſt their Lord- 


a 


"i The Seafon ſeems a little Dangereus, tis true, and the 
great Iſſues of War are unceriain, let the Allyances be 
what they will; and this woued ſeem to furniſh Argument 
for ef our the Bill againſt Occaſional Confor- 
. e 
6. Bur {ary ou? High-Flyers--—If the Church as well as Civil 
Liberty he at Stake, tis without QueStion, very jeg 
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they not equally concern*d to maintain the Reforma 
tion? And can this be theSeaſon tg perſecute each 4 


And ſhall we begin to read backwards, the beſt Politichs' 72 
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Me to paſs a Law for the ſecurity i; and what Thaughts _ 
can we entertain of tbaſe LO RD S; who put 4 Stop '' 
fuch a Deſign-? Te COH indeed, had other 
Buſineſs upon their Hands, but has any Part of it been left 
unfiniſh'd 2 And if they cou'd+ find Leiſure under ſo 
preſſing Circumſtanees, to attend "this glorizus Peice of 
Service, What acknowledgments do weowe them for it 2 


This far che High-Flyers.— But now their Lord{hi s come 
wp with cheir Reaſens, and tis bur CIVIL we ſhould 
give them the Hearing, and they urge the Matter Home 
after this Manner, Done the French King equally deſign the 
Ruin of the Churgh-Men and Diſſenters? He has no Indul- 
gence for the obne, or for >the other; and are 


com — 


when the greateſt Union and Affectien MAT Pony prove. 
too little? The Faction wrthin the Walls of Jeruſa- 
lem, were '# great Instrument of Ruine to that devored_ 
City, when fg bey hid the greateſt Neceſſity to joyn Hearts _ 
and Hands azainſt the Roman Forces, that were EE. a 


down their Walls. And one wou'd imagine 4 700 near f. 


rilitude between the Circumſt ances of that umbapy People andi © . © 
r own, What Dependance can our AL LY ES hare 3 


upon us, ſhou'd we go together by the Ears at Home? 


Shou'd we look back upon the Roman, Hiftory, we ſnou d, 

— ; AS. | + rat 8 ; 6 1 oh. din ur pot >; Ww- 6 
find this to have been a ſtared Rule in Policy, that eren 
in Times of Perſecution at home, when any conſiderable. 
Danger chreatned the Empire from abroad, the Flames 
immediately were extinguiſhid, aud all was peace and 
good will, till the Ruine from abroad was blown over. 
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other Nations? Shall we divide at Home, that Conqueſt 
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may be ours abroad ? The very Hint of this NM: 
nagement is enough to pur Lifs and Cate into; an E. 


nemy's ; 1 i ein 
'm now obligd to acknowledge very fairly, T have. # 
lot my LAST HOLD; T have . written my fei 
into 4 Convert, and 4 Friend to their Lordſhips, "and - | 
but that the TTT LE is printed off, I ſhoule cer- © / 
tainly make 'Amendments to it. The Reader may 
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© Wenge of Pitt : 
hows. chal the Judgement for me, if «this 8 5 3k 
be Houſe of Lords. be inconſiſtent wich ys Len 
ice of 72. or the old 5 to "Heavanz = din 
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'Publithid.——== ew, Atheniaf Oracle, 
in Thee. Pants, b The Divine Oracle? 
05; 4 DireBory for tender- ee Ia this Part 
5 the Queſtions of 4 more Sp-culatiye Nati; ſhamt 
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ceNancous Ortele, where Poems chat are ſent us ſbalf 
Le iaſertsd and PortieaT Queftfons anſver'l in the, 
2 Facuft . The Seerer. relle, diſcoxer- 
42257 he Artckna eite put refin d from every In- 
"that wo 'd.diſablige the mol} madeſtReader; 

Eee Hato of N . AN ERS; in a late 
* 1 end, have Biven the World 2 Promiſe 
4 +: This New Arbenian Ornele, . r be conti- 
nud 1 in-a-Feekly: Paper: But up Second 'Thoughts' 2 
hep. bad; Occaſion to take new Meaſures: There are 
aſgreat Number of Curious,” aud uncommon Queſt ions, 
' fend! to Mri Smith's Coffee! Houſe, in Stocks: Market, 
inte the Publick hall Nötige of this Deſign ; and 2 
11600 Paper won d oblige the Members to write too 
b ee and not give em Leiſure enough o f 
Pr after Truth, and to make thoſe Obſerrations an 
Experiments, u, hich many Caſes. may require ; 
This NemathenianQrace will therefore be contin ved in 
. 66, each, till the Queſtion N is 5 comp! es 
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